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Foreword

They say that every story has a beginning, a middle, and an end, just not necessarily in that order. In

The Balboora O’Connors — Irish blood, Australian sweat, one story starts, while another ends, adding
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Introduction

The Balboora O’Connors — Irish blood, Australian sweat is a family history of the O’Connor
family, who farmed Balboora, a property near Collie in western New South Wales, Australia.
The study was commissioned by members of the O’Connor family who were raised at
Balboora and wished to understand their heritage beyond the knowledge passed down
through family memory. They knew their ancestry was Irish and that William O’Connor had
selected land at Collie in 1901, which became the Balboora homestead. Before settling in
Collie, it was believed that William, his wife Caroline, and their family had lived in the
Echuca district of Victoria. Frederick O’Connor, one of William and Caroline’s sons, owned
Balboora, and he died in 1964.

William O’Connor was the logical starting point for the historical research. His birth was
registered in Melbourne, Victoria, in 1847 by his parents, Patrick O’Connor and Margaret
Kennedy, who later registered the births of five additional children in the colony. William
married Caroline Mary Royal at Kyneton, Victoria, in 1873, and they had 12 children,
including Frederick, whose birth was registered at Mitiamo, near Echuca, in 1886. Frederick
O’Connor married Eileen Jean Chisholm at Gilgandra in 1917, and they had ten children.
Both couples, William and Caroline O’Connor and Frederick and Eileen O’Connor, are

buried in the Gilgandra Cemetery.

Family history research requires a detailed examination of primary sources, including birth,
death, and marriage registrations; census material; land and travel records; military service
tiles; and legal documents. These are supplemented by secondary sources such as newspaper
reports, family papers, photographs, and historical reference works. The Balboora O’Connor
history embraces both Australian and Irish perspectives. While Australian records are
comparatively extensive, Irish genealogical research presents challenges due to the loss of
many public records. The destruction of the Public Record Office of Ireland during the Four
Courts fire in Dublin in 1922 resulted in the loss of centuries of archival material, including
court and parliamentary records, as well as the Irish census returns for 1821-1851.

Consequently, Irish family research often proceeds by working backward from known
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information and filling gaps through substitute sources such as the Down Survey, Tithe
Applotment Books, Griffith’s Valuation, Catholic parish registers, ship manifests, and estate

papers.

The success of Irish genealogical research is greatly enhanced when precise biographical

s recorded that he was born

yat he arrived in
leath certificate

unusually detailed

ville, a townland
imerick. Alongside
beth and Ellen
district sharing

er of Michael

ith their infant son

p Australia and begin

, beginning with

o with the death of
cts as a prequel and
rs, the O’Connor

possession, and
enacious O’Connor
ions to preserve their
ritical turning point

1 heartbreaking

bry alone embodies a

rick and Margaret

Vii



O’Connor, the patriarch and matriarch of the Balboora O’Connors, arrived in Melbourne in
late 1839, determined to seize the opportunities of their new world, and, in doing so, became
Australian pioneers in the truest sense. Their resilience, hard work, and resolve laid the
foundations for many in future generations, who inherited the same determination,

adaptability, and refusal to yield in the face of adversity.

IRELAND

LEGEND

7} The Barony of Connello c. 1650
T Dunganville

= Balingarry

Chapter 1 — County Limerick 1700 — 1839 explores life in County Limerick, especially in the
early decades of the 1800s, with a particular focus on the O’Connors of the Parish of

Newcastle.
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Chapter 2 — A New Horizon 1838 — 1839 explores the circumstances under which Patrick
and Margaret O’Connor, along with their infant son Michael, and Patrick’s 14-year-old sister
Nora, made the bold decision to emigrate to Australia, and provides an account of their

voyage on the Westminster.
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Barony of Iraghticonnor, County Kerry, 25 kilometres northwest of Newcastle town, County
Limerick. For almost a thousand years, the O’Connor Kerry stood among the foremost Gaelic
dynasties of south-west Ireland. This authority was strikingly embodied in Carrigafoyle
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Balboora and Lisfarran
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County Limerick 1700-1838

Chapter 1

County Limerick 1700 - 1838

They couldn’t call themselves O’Connor anymore...they had to be Connor or Connors, they had to keep
their heads down and the only place you would find them would be in boggy places...they left
their lands. . .they lost it all! Local folk narrative'

After a millennium of relentless warfare, dispossession, and colonisation, first with the
Vikings, then the Anglo-Normans, and most significantly the English, the once-powerful
Gaelic dynasties of Ireland, including the O’Connor Kerry of Carrigafoyle Castle, were
vanquished souls and driven from their ancestral lands. This turbulent and defining period
is explored in significant detail in Chapter 7 — Carrigafoyle Castle 600-1700, the prequel to the

Balboora O’Connor story.

By the beginning of the 1800s, most O’Connors eked out a miserable existence as tenant
farmers, cottiers, or landless labourers, often living in deplorable conditions in the Barony of
Connello, County Limerick.? William O’Connor, or William Connors as he was recorded in
English registers, was one of these vanquished souls, and he is the earliest identifiable male
ancestor of the Balboora O’Connors.> Chapter 1 — County Limerick 1700 — 1838 explores life in
County Limerick, especially in the early decades of the 1800s, with a particular focus on the

O’Connors of the Parish of Newcastle.4

The map (next page), drawn from the Desmond Survey (1584) and the County Limerick Tithe
Applotment Books (1829), reveals the prominence of the O’Connor name in west County
Limerick.® ¢ 7 Of special interest is a small and obscure 16-hectare (40-acre) area known in
ancient times as Lios fearann, later anglicised as Lisfarran, meaning fort of the land.® ° The Irish
word lios refers to a ringfort, while fearann means land or territory. Lisfarran today lies within
the modern townland of Tulligmacthomas in Upper Connello. Ringforts were circular
earthen or stone enclosures commonly used as defended farmsteads in early medieval
Ireland between about 500 and 1100, serving both domestic and protective purposes. An
inset in the map (next page) provides a contemporary view of the place once known as
Lisfarran, where two ringforts remain clearly visible. This location is particularly significant

because the name Lisfarran appears nowhere else in Ireland, yet the Balboora O’Connors later
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adopted it for a section of their property at Balboora, Collie.'* The deeper significance of the

Lisfarran connection is explored further in Chapter 7 — Carrigafoyle Castle 600 — 1700.
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County Limerick 1700-1838

Also, around 1659, fifty-nine O’Connor men leased sufficient ploughland in the Barony of
Connello (previous page) to maintain a family, a concentration of O’Connor families greater
than any other barony in Ireland.! Given that the Parish of Newcastle sits within the barony,

William O’Connor’s direct paternal heritage lay within four generations of one of them.

William O’Connor (c1785 - c1840)

William O’Connor was born around 1785, and he spent his early years essentially as a non-
citizen. The malicious Penal Laws, instituted by the English, which permeated Ireland in the
1700s, stripped Catholics of all but the most basic human rights. The clear aim of the laws
was to break the power of the Catholic majority and secure Protestant political and economic
dominance. William’s father and his father before him were forbidden to buy land and were
limited to short-term leases, usually on marginal or boggy land. Access to schooling was
non-existent, while entry to professional education, such as law or medicine, was prohibited.
It was illegal for them to own any weapon or even a horse worth more than five pounds.
William's father and grandfather were not entitled to vote or hold any public office.
Although they could join the army or navy, they were not eligible to hold any leadership

position.!2

The cover of the 1697 Act for Banishing all Papists
Exercising any Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, and all Regulars
of the Popish Clergy out of this Kingdom.
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County Limerick 1700-1838

Of all the restrictions imposed on them, the loss of cultural and religious identity struck
William and his family most deeply. Hoping to avoid further prejudice, many Irish people,
including William O’Connor, set aside their respected patronyms, O and Mac, and, unable to
read or write in English, unwittingly saw their proud and ancient names ignorantly reshaped
by Protestant landlords, officials, and clerks who spelled and recorded them as they pleased.

These uneven anglicisations also distorted many traditional Irish placenames beyond

religion, including an
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County Limerick 1700-1838

Through 1792 and 1793, influential Irish Catholics assembled to petition the British
government for relief from the Penal Laws. Sensing a mood for rebellion, inspired by the
American and French Revolutions, was growing amongst the Irish, the British government
passed the Catholic Relief Act (1793), which granted Catholics the right to vote (provided they
leased land with a freehold value of at least forty shillings per year), enter the legal
profession, serve as army and navy officers, and attend Trinity College, Dublin.'” ¥ However,
all Irish remained barred from Parliament and from high office. The act also permitted
Catholics to practice their religion freely, allowed them to bear arms under certain
conditions, and repealed many remaining property and educational restrictions.! These
concessions, though, did little to dampen the Irish thirst for rebellion, and with a group of
prominent Catholics and liberal Protestants, the Society of United Irishmen (previous pages),
rallying support for Irish independence and parliamentary reform, much of Ireland fell into
rebellion in 1798. The British responded to the uprising quickly and brutally, resulting in
mass executions, atrocities, and widespread destruction.?’ The painting (previous page)
depicts the 1798 Irish Rebellion and shows Irish farmers, armed only with pikes and farm
tools, in battle against the British Army.?!

William O’Connor married Ellen Hogan during the first decade of the 1800s, and on 17
March 1811, they had a son, Patrick, who was to become the Australian patriarch of the
Balboora O’Connors.?? 2 William and Ellen had at least seven other children: Bridget, baptised
in 1816; James (1818); Mary (1821); twins Johana and Margaret (1823); Elizabeth (1824); and
Ellen [Norah] (1826)%.% They were all baptised in the Catholic Parish of Newcastle, County
Limerick.? Baptismal records for this parish are available only for the period May 1815 to
October 1831, and Patrick likely had other siblings born before May 1815.%

In 1829, the only O’Connors registered as leasing land in the Parish of Newcastle lived very
near one another, with just seven kilometres separating them across the adjoining townlands
of Ballinena, Dunganville, Glenastar, and Churchtown, as well as Maiden Street South in
Newcastle town.2?An O’Connor family also lived in the townland Ballynabearna, adjacent to
Dunganville, but in the neighbouring Parish of Ardagh (next page).

A William O’Connor leased a modest 20-acre plot at Dunganville. He was probably Patrick’s
father, as the sponsors noted in each of Patrick’s siblings’ baptisms included the surnames
Ambrose, Wolfe, Carroll, Liston, Sweeny, Foran, Keane, and Barratt. All these surnames were
common in Dunganville and the surrounding townlands.?” Another Patrick O’Connor, likely

William's brother, farmed 13 acres in a neighbouring block.3
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Bartholomew (Batt) O’Connor held 23 acres at Ballinena, Thomas O’Connor leased just a
single acre at Churchtown, while Denis O’Connor leased a little over an acre in Newcastle
town. Simply referred to as Messrs, a group of O’Connor men held 152 acres in Glenastar
(next page).’! The baptismal records for the Parish of Newcastle at this time show a multitude
of newborns, parents, and baptismal sponsors bearing the O’Connor surname. Aside from
those lucky enough to lease land, many lived as cottiers or worked as farm labourers,
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Newcastle — A Parish in Revolt

With the disappointments of the 1798 rebellion behind them, the Irish people entered the
1800s, a country deeply stained by religious, cultural, political, and economic divisions.?” The
O’Connors found themselves with barely a toenail on the bottom rung of the ladder of
opportunity. At the same time, the Protestant landowners had climbed well beyond the

ladder, an ascendency which had given them a supreme level of privilege and power.
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This power only intensified when, under the promise of Catholic emancipation from the
British government, enough influential Irish people cautiously agreed to the Act of Union
(1801), which abolished the Irish Parliament in Dublin and established a single parliament
for the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. Incredibly, the British Crown refused
to sign the government’s bill for Catholic emancipation into law, rendering the relationship

between Irish Catholics and the Protestant hegemony irreparable.®® The tension between the
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County Limerick 1700-1838

poultry, a cow, and likely a pig they fattened for market. During the harsh winter months,
their already cramped quarters were often shared with livestock, blurring the line between
household and barn. The rents were high and usually paid in cash and labour, leaving little
margin for hardship. The two images (previous page), one a depiction of a cottier’s cabin in
1840 and the other a photograph of a surviving mud-and-stone cabin in County Clare,

provide an insight into the living conditions of the O’Connors.* %

The life-
sustaining
potato crop.

The potato, introduced to Ireland from Spain in the 1500s, spread rapidly among the rural
poor and, by the 1700s, had become the dominant subsistence crop due to its high nutritional
value and abundant yields. With most grain crops, such as oats, wheat, and barley, destined
for the landlord’s larder or exported to further line his pockets, the poor were left almost
entirely reliant on the potato.*! For the O’Connors, a small potato crop represented not just
food, but a fragile line between survival and starvation.* # The picture (above) illustrates the
vulnerability of families whose survival was largely dependent on a small potato crop, often

grown on hillsides and marginal boggy land.

The humble potato, however, was a mixed blessing. Its extraordinary productivity
supported a population boom from around five million in 1800 to more than eight million by
the mid-1830s, as even the smallest plots could sustain a family, leading to earlier marriages
and larger households. Yet this growth came at a cost, with successive generations dividing

farms into ever-smaller holdings and creating a densely populated countryside increasingly

9



County Limerick 1700-1838

dependent upon the potato for survival.* Families struggled to subsist, and a growing class
of cottiers and landless labourers emerged, dependent on irregular seasonal work for meagre
wages. To survive, many took to the roads each year, spade in hand, travelling across Ireland

and even to Scotland, Wales, and England in search of employment.*

These difficulties were exacerbated by a landlord system that frequently placed profit ahead
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County Limerick 1700-1838

for struggling labourers and cottiers.> Despite his popularity among many local tenants, the
estate's finances deteriorated sharply under his administration. By 1818, rental arrears had
reached £63,500, more than four times the estate's annual rental income of £14,000.5 Losing
the confidence of the Courtenay trustees, Carte was dismissed later that year and replaced by
the hard-line English lawyer Alexander Hoskins, who was tasked with restoring financial

discipline to the estate.>

The decision to appoint the ruthless Hoskins had profound consequences not only for the
O’Connor family and their fellow tenants in the Parish of Newcastle but also for the entire
country, as most historians agree that it marked the genesis of the Rockite movement in

Ireland.>® In the picture (below), Rockites are depicted recruiting a new member.’

The swearing
in of a new
Rockite.

Carraiy Roocks BANDITTL SWEARINGIN ANEW MeEumsbeEaR.

Courtenay tenants deeply resented Carte’s successor, Hoskins, who not only doubled rents
but also ended spending on estate and town improvements that had previously provided
employment. Also, in a bitter blow aimed squarely at the chin of the poorest of the Irish,
Hoskins banned the letting of conacre to cottiers and landless labourers.>® The ban, coupled
with the failure of the potato crop in 1821, left thousands, including the O’Connors of
Dunganville, on the brink of starvation.

11
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At the same time, Hoskins flaunted an extravagant lifestyle, importing servants from
London, purchasing costly furnishings, maintaining lavish dining habits, and indulging in
foxhunting, which required expensive horses, hunting dogs, and carriages. His conspicuous
consumption, in contrast to the widespread poverty in the district, fuelled hostility, even

among the over-tenants, or middlemen, who refused to accept their financial burdens

quietly.?®
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County Limerick 1700-1838

quickly and resolutely to fight for their livelihoods. In a better-the-devil-you-know scenario, the
Irish even sided with some over tenants or middlemen, who themselves had often left much
of their charity at home. At times actively encouraged by their middlemen, the rebelling Irish
farmers, turned Rockites, organising quickly to raid Protestant homes, seize weapons, and
issue threats from Captain Rock. The targets were the hardline, self-serving middlemen who
had sided with Hoskins, seeking opportunities to increase their profits or advance the

Protestant cause.

Hoskins and his supporters, staff, and informers were met with daily hostility and violence,
with Hoskins eventually forced to hide in the heavily fortified Desmond Castle, to avoid a
Rockite bullet with his name on it (below). The disturbances on the Courtenay estate gained
notoriety across Ireland and England when several men accused of violence against Hoskins
and his family were acquitted, largely thanks to the skilled defence of Ireland’s great
liberator, Daniel O’Connell.®* The acquittals enraged Hoskins and his supporters, but the
mood among the broader population was one of triumph, especially when witnesses for the
prosecution were attacked, with one, James Buckley, accused of being a Hoskins spy, stoned

to death by an angry crowd.®* ¢

Desmond Castle in the centre of Newcastle, owned by the Courtenay family, and
home briefly to Alexander Hoskins.

13
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With the Courtenay estate in turmoil, insurrection raging, and Hoskins a lame duck, the
Courtenay trustees removed him. They then appointed Alfred Furlong, a local attorney who
quickly defused the tension by restoring the abatements and abandoning Hoskins” repressive

measures.

The appointment of Furlong, though, failed to quell the uprising. Many Irish tenant farmers
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County Limerick 1700-1838
On 10 August 1822, the Dublin Weekly Register reported the following:

LIMERICK ASSIZES
County Court, August 1

The following are the names of the unfortunate forty-one men who have been capitally convicted:

[including]...William [Snr], Pat, Denis, Darby, Charles, John, and William Connors [Jnr], John
Leahy, Owen and Pat Sweeny, for taking a gun from Mr. Hayes...”?

Imagine the torrent of emotions that ran through the contingent of O’Connors as they
watched the proceedings in the packed Limerick City courthouse to hear the magistrate
order a sentence of death by hanging on their fathers, brothers, uncles, and cousins. These
O’Connor men, all brothers, apart from their nephew William [Jnr], were arrested on 12 June

1822 near Abbeyfeale, about 10 kilometres south-west of Newcastle town and charged with:

...attacking the dwelling-house of Patrick Hayes, Esq., of Crag, last February, and burglariously and
feloniously entering same, and taking arms and many other valuable articles thereout, and being armed
with firearms.”
They were initially held at Newcastle Bridewell, the local lock-up, before being transferred
under yeomanry guard, 42 kilometres, to the county gaol at Mulgrave Street, Limerick City,
where they remained incarcerated until their trial date on 1 August.” Incredibly, less than a
month later, their sentences were respited, meaning their punishment was deferred until a

later date (next page).”

Similarly, John and Michael Connors, along with two other men, received a death sentence
on 1 June 1822 for breaking into a house and stealing a gun owned by Adam Milier at

Garrane, a townland very near to Newcastle town (next page).”

Fearing widespread rebellion in County Limerick, the courts sought to dampen the uprising
by commuting most death sentences, preferring the penalty of transportation for life to
Australia. Accordingly, within months of their convictions, these nine O’Connor men were
fettered and shackled onboard the converted whaling ship, Brampton, bound for New South
Wales. Upon arrival at Sydney in April 1823, these men were all separated for their convict

assignments, and little is known about their lives in Australia.”
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Though it is unclear how these nine O’Connor men were related to Patrick O’Connor, a
familial relationship, though, is inevitable, as all O’Connors in and around the Parish of

Newecastle were likely of Carrigafoyle Castle stock.
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suppress rural secret societies, such as the Whiteboys of the time, but in the 1820s applied to
the Rockites, who protested high rents, tithes, and evictions through violent agrarian unrest.
It gave magistrates, who were mainly prominent Protestant landowners, the military, and
constables sweeping powers, including curfews, searches, and harsh penalties, to curb what

they saw as threats to landowners and social order.”

Catholic Emancipation and the Tithe Wars

By 1822, the Rockite movement, originating in the Parish of Newcastle, had evolved into a
national agrarian uprising. The persona of Captain Rock became a powerful symbol of Irish
resistance. Countless Irishmen invoked it, or similar figures such as Captain Steel, Molly
Maguire, and Major Ribbon, across Ireland over the next twenty years or so as they fought for

Catholic emancipation, seeking an end to Protestant tithes.*

Obviously, with 96% of the people in County Limerick being Catholic, the tithe burden was
an ever-present source of conflict and unrest. In creating a false narrative that Irish Catholic
unrest stemmed from confusion rather than injustice, the Parliament enacted the Tithe
Composition Act (1823), converting tithes from payments in kind to fixed cash charges and
formally recording each occupier’s liability in the Tithe Applotment Books. The act did
nothing to ease the tension, and any attempt by an overzealous tithe proctor or the Protestant
clergy to collect tithes, particularly if farmers were struggling to put food on the table, was
usually met with strong resistance. At the same time, a national movement led by Daniel
O’Connell rallied the Catholic clergy and many liberal-minded Protestants in a successful
constitutional drive for Catholic emancipation, delivered in part through the Catholic Relief
Act (1829). While the act provided additional freedoms for Irish Catholics, it did not
eliminate tithes. Buoyed by O’Connell’s success, many farmers across Ireland refused to pay
tithes, leading to the so-called Tithe Wars of the 1830s.

The Parish of Newcastle again drew national attention when the Reverend Thomas Locke,
the Rector of Newcastle, became a lightning rod for a revolt by local Irish, including the
O’Connors, over his violent prosecution of tithe payments. Locke, hell-bent on securing
every tithe owed to his Protestant churches, successfully petitioned the British government
for military support in his mission. In his request, he described the Newcastle Catholics as
wild and very populous and determined not to pay the tithes owing unless forced.®! 8 Drawing
on Rockite-era networks, Irish Catholics quickly mobilised to repel Locke’s many attempts to

seize livestock in response to tithe refusal. In one instance, in April 1834, at Feohanagh (very
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near Lisfarran), a townland eight kilometres southeast of Newcastle, Locke, accompanied by
his bailiffs, supported by the military and police, was greeted by over 1,000 angry Irish. As a
bailiff attempted to seize a cow, the locals showered all and sundry with rocks, only to be

met with indiscriminate gunfire, which killed five and injured a further 20.

The following year, though, Locke and his lackeys were outsmarted and embarrassed by Batt
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Patrick O’Connor, the Australian patriarch of the Balboora O’Connors, was born into a harshly
divided Ireland. Family folklore ensured he was deeply aware of the O’Connor proud and
ancient past in County Kerry. Through his consciousness, eyes, and heart, he witnessed first-
hand the plight of his family and fellow Irish Catholics in their tenacious fight for survival
and fundamental human rights against the tyranny of the Protestant occupiers that now
controlled their emerald land. While Patrick’s story through the early 1800s is similar to that
of many Irish emigrants, his experiences were much more acute. He lived in the precise area
that sparked the Rockite movement across Ireland, and his life was touched by the great Irish
hero Daniel O’Connell.
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Chapter 2

A New Horizon 1838 - 1839

In 1838, Patrick and Margaret O’Connor, along with their infant son Michael, lived in the
Parish of Ballingarry in County Limerick, Ireland, where Patrick worked as a farm labourer
and Margaret as a dairywoman.! As described in Chapter 1 — County Limerick 1700 — 1838,
Patrick and Margaret lived in appalling and miserable conditions. As Irish Catholics from the
small-acre tenant farming, cottier, and labouring classes, there were little to no prospects for
them in their beloved Ireland, where the wealth and power sat with a ruling British minority.
Patrick and Margaret O’Connor were determined to make the most of their lives, and, like
over 600,000 of their contemporaries between 1831 and the Great Hunger beginning in 1845,
they sought a future elsewhere.? While many left their homes to work in factories, mills, or
mines in England, Scotland, and Wales, others looked to emigrate to Canada or the United
States, where some had relatives who had previously emigrated. The O’Connors, though,
saw their future half a world away in a fledgling colony most Irish knew as New Holland.?
Chapter 2 — A New Horizon 1838 — 1839 explores the circumstances under which Patrick and
Margaret O’Connor, along with their infant son Michael, and Patrick’s 14-year-old sister
Norah, made the heartbreaking decision to emigrate to Australia, and provides an account of

their voyage on the Westminster.

Australia — Half a World Away

The British settlement of Australia began in 1788 when the First Fleet arrived at Port Jackson
near the modern-day city of Sydney. The aim of the First Fleet was two-fold: to relieve
overcrowded prisons in Britain, including those in Ireland, and expand British territorial
claims in the southern hemisphere. Approximately 162,000 convicts were transported to
Australia by Britain between 1788 and 1868, of whom about one-fifth were Irish, who served
their sentences while labouring on farms and helping to build the colonial infrastructure. As
the colony grew, a workforce beyond convict labour was necessary. The crossing of the Blue
Mountains in 1813, part of the Great Dividing Range that separated the coastline of eastern

Australia from the interior, precipitated further colonial expansion, as new farming and
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commercial enterprises required significantly more labour.* > ¢ To meet the demand, the
British government initiated an assisted emigration scheme in 1831.” In addition to providing
a much-needed workforce, the British viewed assisted emigration as an opportunity to
reduce the unwanted flood of Irish into England, Scotland, and Wales. The great irony here is

that the influx was the product of centuries of British occupation that had denied the Irish an
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for it...in a district comprised within a line drawn from Geelong on the west to Mount Macedon,
thence to the River Goulburn, and along that river and the Yarra Yarra, so as to terminate at Western

Port, from 1000 to 1500 shepherds and labourers might find employment immediately.’

The Legislative Council Report found its way to London, where newspapers across Britain were quick
to advise prospective emigrants about the virtues of Port Phillip:

Port Philip is apparently one of the most prosperous of the new settlements, though the public have
heard very little of it. It is at the south extremity of New Holland, 300 miles south-west from the nearest
seftlement of New South Wales, and 600 miles south-east from Adelaide, in South Australia.
Melbourne, the chief town...stands on a magnificent bay, measuring 20 miles each way, and land
locked on all sides. A despatch of Sir George Gipps, dated October, 1838, informs us that it had more
than 3000 inhabitants.’

A follow-up communiqué between Sir George Gipps and Lord Glenelg in October 1838 read:

I beg leave to recommend to your Lordship, that a Government emigrant ship should, as soon as
possible, be sent to Port Phillip, and that another should follow after a lapse of four or five months.!!

The second ship recommended by Gipps was the Westminster with Patrick, Margaret,
Michael, and Norah O’Connor on board in 1839. A picture of the Westminster was captured
on a 1999 British stamp (below).'2 13

The 610-ton, three-masted
barque Westminster was built
in 1837 and registered in
London in March 1838.

BARQUE "WESTMINSTER" 1837

The Australian Dream

Aside from their abysmal living circumstances and a free ticket, what prompted Patrick and

Margaret O’Connor to look to Australia for a new life? Maybe the piece (next page), which

24



A New Horizon 1838-1839

appeared in a November 1836 edition of The Limerick Chronicle, caught their eye.'
Competition for a berth on an assisted emigrant ship bound for Australia during the 1830s
was intense, with newspapers across Ireland carrying advertisements and editorials about

assisted emigration to Australia.
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During the first half of 1839, Patrick and Margaret O’Connor underwent the challenging
selection process for Australian Packet Ships to become assisted emigrants to Australia. The
Colonial Land and Emigration Commission, in their Instructions to Emigration Agents (1838),
made it very clear the regulations for the recruitment, embarkation, and supervision of
assisted emigrants to Australia.'> Emigrants had to be free of any criminal conviction,
healthy, of good moral character, and capable of earning a living in the colonies, with a
preference for agricultural labourers and female domestic servants. Married couples (men
under 40 and women under 35) with children were encouraged, with single women
particularly sought to balance the sexes. Single men were only approved if they had trade
skills. Irish Catholics required a testimonial from their parish priest to attest to their
character, sobriety, and baptism. Lastly, agents needed to affirm that prospective assisted
emigrants were unable to afford their own passage but not destitute. Aside from meeting the
eligibility requirements, assisted emigrants needed to secure goods and provisions for the

lengthy voyage, as well as the initial funds required to establish themselves in a foreign land.

On 17 July 1839, The Limerick Chronicle ran two advertisements about free passage for assisted
emigrants, including the scheduled departure of the Westminster from Gravesend on Sunday,
18 August 1839 (below).1¢
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Shortly after this time, the O’Connors would have received notice that their applications had
been successful, with an expectation that they would need to be ready to board a packet
steamer at Cobh, County Cork, probably on 12 August, for transfer to Gravesend. British
emigration ships bound for Australia left from a handful of ports, including Cobh and
Dublin (Ireland), Leith (Scotland), Liverpool, Portsmouth, and Gravesend (England).
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and his family met many fellow emigrants and officers from Australian Packet Ships, who

had arranged their passage to Gravesend on a paddle steamer.

The day of leaving would have been devastating for both the O’Connor and Kennedy
families and their friends. While Patrick, Margaret, and Norah were excited, if not a little
anxious, they felt a pervading sorrow as they bid their final goodbyes to those they loved
and would never see again. It was common for the parish priest to bless the group before
their departure (below).? With a small cart drawn by a single donkey or horse and stacked
with three wooden trunks, Margaret climbed aboard with Michael in her arms while Norah
gave her siblings a final embrace. Patrick stepped to the front, took hold of the reins, and as
the traces tightened, the cart jolted forward, beginning the journey that would shape all their
lives. Some family and friends, overcome with emotion, would have walked with them for
some distance, sobbing and crying, eventually leaving one or two who took the full journey
to bring the cart back. Farmer Nicholas Hennessy, his wife Anne and their 15-year-old
daughter Margaret, as well as two single house servants, Bridget Collins and Bridget
Doughan, all from the Parish of Newcastle, were also passengers on the Westminster and, in
all likelihood, they joined the O’Connors for the walk to Cork.?

Irish
Emigrants
—The
Priest’s
Blessing.
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Gravesend, County Kent, England

Gravesend, some 40km downstream from London on the River Thames, was a busy riverside
town, with wharves and piers bustling with maritime activity (below).> Patrick and his

family would have arrived one or two days before their departure, staying in one of the
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On Board the Westminster

Friday, 16 August 1839, was an important day for the O’Connors. Patrick, Margaret, and
Norah met with officers from the Colonial Land and Emigration Commission, along with the
ship’s Surgeon-Superintendent, to have their documents checked and to undergo a medical
assessment. The commission immediately cancelled passage for anyone who failed to meet
the eligibility requirements, or those presenting with a fever, infectious disease, deformity,
debility, or females more than six months pregnant. How pleased the intrepid O’Connor
travellers must have felt the following morning as they showed their Ticket of Embarkation to
board a small rowboat that ferried them to the Westminster. Once on board, they were
promptly assigned their berths and, with their luggage already stowed, waited until the
evening muster, when the Surgeon-Superintendent and Matron reiterated the Code of
Shipboard Regulations. These required the compartments to be swept daily and scrubbed
with vinegar twice weekly, hatchways to remain open whenever weather permitted, and
strict obedience to the ship’s officers at all times. Morning and evening prayers were
expected each day, while rations were issued in fixed quantities, including flour, oatmeal,

beef or pork, peas, tea, sugar, and three quarts of water per person daily.?

How fortunate the O’Connors must have felt boarding a new ship, one untainted by the
death, blood, stench, and tears of years of transferring convicts, as many emigrant ships
were. The Westminster had a crew of about 30, including Captain S. A. Mollison, Surgeon-
Superintendent Mr Davis, a first mate, a second mate, a boatswain, a carpenter, cooks,
stewards, and a team of able and ordinary seamen, and lastly, the formidable matron who

supervised the single women, including Norah O’Connor.

The manifest for the voyage included 216 passengers. The number included 157 assisted
emigrants (73 people across 30 families), 43 single men, and 41 single women. Fifty-nine
passengers paid for their passage, including 14 men, five women, and five children in first-
class cabins; 12 men and five women in intermediate class; and 18 men in steerage. The
assisted emigrants comprised farm labourers, servants, dairywomen, cooks, carpenters,
masons, bricklayers, cabinetmakers, tailors, sawyers, reapers, shearers, gardeners,
ploughmen, shepherds, weavers, housemaids, dressmakers, and seamstresses. Sadly, the
surviving manifest for the Westminster is woefully incomplete and does not include the

names of any infants, such as Michael O’Connor, who travelled in the care of their mother.
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Most assisted emigrant ship manifests included this detail, including the names of those

youngsters who died in transit, which, regrettably, was quite common.

Following the evening muster, Captain Mollison, satisfied the ship was ready to sail, ordered
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much of the voyage in a closed-off section at the rear of the ship. The O’Connors took their

meals in a communal galley running between their bunks (below). *

Emigrant
families
preparing and
taking their
evening meals.
Their bunks can
be seen to the
left and right.

HMISHANTE AT DINERR.

The passengers in first class enjoyed private cabins on the upper rear part of the ship, well
away from the animals, noises, and smells. They joined Mr Mollison and Mr Davis in
enjoying a dedicated steward service, a saloon space for socialising, a private dining area,
and fresh meat, milk, and eggs courtesy of the goats, cows, chickens, and pigs on board.
Predictably, all 24 of these élite souls spent time under the care of Mr Davis in the ship’s

hospital cabin.

Despite the heartache and anxiety associated with leaving their families, Patrick and
Margaret would have felt a deep relief as they were leaving extreme hardship for what they
hoped and prayed would be a better life. The Illustrated London News reported that it was
common to see Irish emigrants singing and dancing merrily on board, with those skilled in
the flute or fiddle in constant demand throughout the voyage.! It is easy to imagine Patrick

O’Connor on the right of the picture, gleefully playing his fiddle (next page).

Although arduous, the voyage would have been an incredible experience for Patrick and his
family. The Westminster first crossed the Atlantic Ocean, passing the Cape Verde Islands off
the west coast of Africa and then Rio de Janeiro off the east coast of South America. It crossed

the Atlantic once more to the southern tip of Africa, rounding the Cape of Good Hope. From
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the Cape, her sails filled generously with the winds of the roaring forties, quickly making her
way across the Indian Ocean and southern Australia to the Bass Straight and Port Phillip
Bay.® 3

On 13 December 1839, Captain Mollison carefully directed the Westminster from Bass Strait
through thesucaiac s sntbabuasn Dalotlansdaleaad Doint Nepean, and into the

trag pon’s Bay, where

ts, most frail and
arrived in

had ended, their

gers and their

| for five kilometres to

33



A New Horizon 1838-1839

the banks of the Yarra Yarra River, where over 50 tents awaited them as temporary
accommodation. Eager for their arrival, the authorities in Melbourne ensured the immigrants
were well-fed and comfortable before each met with a Colonial Immigration Agent at
Marshall’s Immigration Office, where their health and bounty eligibility was assessed.3¢
Details registered for each immigrant included their name, age, trade, native place, religion,
ability to read or write, sponsor agent, the amount of bounty payable to the agent, the name

and location of the employer, and the agreed-upon wage and terms of employment. 3
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Extracts from the Westminster manifest record their travel details and assignments in Melbourne.

Employers in Melbourne, like the wealthy squatter C. H. Ebden, quickly negotiated
employment terms with many immigrants. His Melbourne office, as well as Marshall’s
Immigration Office, are pictured (next page).>® The assignment notes for about a third of the
Westminster passengers, chiefly the Irish, including Patrick, Margaret, and Norah O’Connor,

stated simply, gone up country, meaning they were hired by agents representing squatters and
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settlers some distance from Melbourne, with the Mount Macedon region the most common
destination (previous page). Unsurprisingly, the agreed annual wage for all the Irish was just

£10, the lowest among those on the ship.
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published an influential pamphlet titled The Question of Questions! He argued that the
political dominance of the colony by Protestants was threatened by Catholics, who, despite
being a minority, were much more united. Lang feared the association between the inflow of
Irish Catholic immigrants and the existing Irish convict class, with whom many were
related.® 4

It was further argued that Australia was a pastoral sheep-farming country and that the Irish
were ill-suited because all they knew was how to grow potatoes and farm pigs!*!
Paradoxically, it was the Irish, among them the O’Connors, who provided the labour,

endurance, and determination that sustained and expanded pastoral Australia.

Patrick and Margaret O’Connor were as Irish as they come, being first-language Irish
speakers. Unable to read and write in English, they sadly experienced the same racial,
cultural, and religious discrimination they hoped to have put behind them. Despite settling
among substantial Irish immigrant communities in the Macedon Ranges, the O’Connors
lived largely within Irish social enclaves, where opportunities remained constrained by the

British hegemony, and advancement remained elusive for much of their lives.

Macedon Ranges

The land journey from Melbourne to Mount Macedon and the Macedon Ranges was
approximately 90 kilometres. Imagine how the Irish O’Connors would have felt upon
arriving in Melbourne during an Australian summer, when temperatures could reach well
over 40 °C (104 °F). Imagine again their journey and settlement in the Macedon Ranges,
where they encountered the planet’s deadliest spiders and snakes, as well as screeching
galahs, laughing kookaburras, lizards, large goannas, koalas, echidnas, wombats, emus,
kangaroos, and wallabies. They must have thought they were in another world, and indeed
they were! Though strange and unsettling, it was also a land of striking beauty and potential,

as noted by the editor of the Port Phillip Gazette in his advice to new immigrants in 1840:

Mount Macedon, in the Port Phillip district, is a fine bold mass, the commencement of a wooded range,
extending for the greater part easterly; its height is estimated at above three thousand feet, but clothed
with trees to the very summit. It may be crossed by a traveller on horseback, and commands a beautiful
view to the south of Port Phillip —to the north of an expanse of country diversified with hill and plain—
in the distance the sheen of a riverline or body of water, backed by ranges of blue hills—at hand a forest
of noble timber, opening in its deepest recesses plains of rich herbage, and watered by running
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streams... These rivers, including their tributaries, of which the largest is the Campaspee, rising at the
foot of Mount Macedon, water a considerable tract of fertile country.®
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Chapter 3

Pioneers 1840 - 1877

There was little resemblance between Patrick and Margaret O’Connor’s new lives in
Australia and their past in Ireland. The landscape, climate, agriculture, plants, people,
animals, and the sheer expanse and newness of their adopted country precipitated a whole
new way of life—an Australian pioneering life. The knowledge, skills and dispositions they
learned as pioneers were to be passed from father and mother to sons and daughters, laying

the foundation for generations of successful Australian dryland wheat and sheep farmers.

There were no
snakes in Ireland!

The O’Connors
must have thought
they wereina
different world
when they arrived
in the Macedon
Ranges.

Chapter 3 — Pioneers 1840 — 1877 tracks the extraordinary Balboora O’Connors from their early
days on a squatter’s run in the Macedon Ranges, through to their first farm in the Parish of
Carlsruhe, near the new township of Kyneton, then to more substantial leaseholds in the
nearby Parishes of Langley and Baynton. The chapter concludes with the auction of their
holdings in the Parish of Langley and the decision by Patrick and Margaret, along with their
adult children William, James, Margaret, and Catherine, to relocate to new leaseholds at

Terrick Terrick East, near Echuca in the Northern Plains of Victoria.
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sheep from South Africa, to selectively breed with fine-wool Spanish Merino sheep. The
resulting Australian Merino adapted well to dry conditions and became the basis for high-

quality wool production during the colonial pastoral boom.

Prominent squatters in the Macedon Ranges included Charles Ebden and Alexander
Mollison. In 1837, Ebden led one of the earliest overland pastoral expeditions, driving 9,000
sheep, 30 horses, and nine bullock drays from his Murray River station in New South Wales
into the Macedon Ranges. By May that year, he had established the Carlsruhe run on the
Campaspe River west of Mount Macedon. Following his lead, Alexander Mollison drove his
livestock from the Murrumbidgee River and took up the Coliban run in January 1838,
stocking it with 5,000 sheep, 634 cattle, 28 bullocks, and 22 horses.? Both men relied heavily
on the assisted immigration scheme to augment their labour needs, with Patrick, Margaret
and Norah probably secured by one of them, most likely Ebden.? They would have initially
agreed to a 12-month employment term, with wages, duties, and provisions, including
accommodation and food, negotiated with the squatter’s agent upon disembarking from the
Westminster in Melbourne. Patrick, Margaret and Norah each earned £10 in their first year in

Australia. The image (below) depicts life on a squatter’s run.

The work of a
station hand on
a squatter’s run.
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Ebden’s run was a major enterprise with a homestead and cottages for the many station
workers, servants and their families, stockyards, a shearing shed, a milking yard and bails,
storehouses, a forge, and a steam-powered flour mill on the Campaspe River. In addition to
thousands of sheep, the run kept beef and dairy cattle, pigs, bullocks, horses, and poultry,
and had fields for cultivating wheat, oats, and barley.
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In County Limerick, Norah O’Connor had received a basic education and was a valuable
support to Patrick and Margaret. Not only did she help with the care of their children, but
Norah also assisted Patrick and Margaret in navigating the many English literacy challenges

they faced as native Irish speakers who were unable to read or write in English.

Over the next decade or so, Patrick O’Connor and his family consolidated an Australian
pioneering life, and despite not having the means to purchase land, they had guaranteed
employment and lived in circumstances far better than they had experienced in Ireland.
Within three years of their arrival, the young Michael had two little sisters: Mary, born in
1840, and Ellen, born in 1843. Two brothers followed, William in 1847 and James in 1850, and
by the time Michael was a young man, two more sisters had joined the family, Margaret in
1853 and Catherine in 1857.

Their life in Australia was often touched by moments of melancholy, as memories of those
left behind in Ireland resurfaced, especially when working and socialising with fellow Irish
immigrants or on hearing news from newly arrived countrymen. The O’Connors would have
been acutely aware of the devastation of the Great Hunger between 1845 and 1852, and likely
feared that many of their family, relatives and friends had not survived. Until 1854,
communication between the O’Connors in Australia and their kin in Ireland was effectively
impossible. The introduction of the British Australian Postal Convention, though, brought
cheaper, more reliable mail services and enabled correspondence to flow freely between the
two worlds.® Records show that at least one letter was sent from Ireland to the Balboora
O’Connors. For most of 1856, a letter addressed jointly to Margaret and Norah O’Connor lay
among numerous unclaimed letters at the Melbourne General Post Office.” Newspapers,
including the Kyneton Observer, regularly published lists of unclaimed letters, raising the
hopeful possibility that Margaret and Norah eventually learned of its arrival and were able
to read it and reply. The letter bearing Norah’s name is the last time she appears in any
record, and sadly, her life in Australia after 1856 remains untold. It is probable, though, that
she stayed with Patrick and Margaret until Patrick approved a good nuptial match for his
much-cherished sister.®

Gold Fever

The discovery of gold in Victoria in 1851 triggered a massive gold rush in nearby Ballarat,

Bendigo, and Mount Alexander (Castlemaine). Thousands of Irish immigrants were drawn to
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the diggings, including many who had recently arrived and others who were already living
and working in the colony. Stations around the Kyneton area were left short-handed, with
many, including shepherds, bullock drivers, and farmhands, downing tools to join the rush.
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prompting Irish-born journalist William Kelly to laud the unexpected fine quality of the

country:

The sweet hamlet of Carlsruhe ... that assumed an air of an old agricultural settlement, subdivided into
fields and agricultural enclosures far and wide, which I must say, perfectly surprised me on the high
road to the most prolific gold-field. I rather expected to find farming operations suspended or

paralysed.'®

The O’Connors leased their farm from a man named William Royle [Royal]. The Royal family

would have a long association with the O’Connors, as two of Patrick and Margaret’s

children, William and Margaret, both married Royals, who were likely the niece and nephew

of William Royle. Even though the O’Connor farm was listed for sale by Royle in 1860

(below), the land was in his possession in 1865, so presumably the O’Connors remained as

his tenant until at least 1862, when they sought further farming opportunities in the nearby

Parishes of Langley and Baynton.¢ 17 18

Kyneton Observer, Saturday 21
April 1860.

The Post Office Creek ran
through the Kyneton township.

A painting

........

by A. H. Vickers of East Kyneton in the mid-1850s, very near the farm owned by William

L
——rm— N s

Royle and worked by the O’Connors. The building in the right foreground is Apperley’s Hotel.
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Like they had done on a squatter’s run, the O’Connors, in exchange for a reasonable living,
added significant value to the land they worked. One of the most demanding tasks was
clearing land for cultivation, land which had been home to thousands of squatters” sheep for
the previous twenty years. Not only was the land heavily wooded with white gum and
stringy bark trees, but it was also littered with granular quartz and granite.'” Patrick and
using them to build the all-
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A timber slab cottage
similar to that which
Patrick O’Connor
would have built at
Carlsruhe.

With thousands of men on the goldfields, opportunities and wages for rural and domestic
labour soared. This empowered working-class settlers, primarily Irish immigrants, to
demand better working and living conditions and to seek broader opportunities. The now
50-year-old Patrick seized the opportunity and supplemented his farm income by contracting
his services, along with those of the 25-year-old Michael and the 15-year-old William, to the
shire council and other clients, providing contract labour and expertise for road works and

repairing bridges.?

By 1860, Kyneton had grown to a population of more than 2,000 and with its courthouse,
police barracks, post office, banks, hotels, shops, churches, blacksmiths, and produce stores,
the town had evolved from a frontier outpost into a thriving service centre for farming and
labouring families. Its weekly markets provided Patrick with both an income and a reliable
guide to crop and livestock prices, allowing him to sell his produce and purchase seeds,
tools, and stock. It was also in Kyneton that the young O’Connors attended school and the
family gathered for Mass. The photograph (next page) is a Kyneton street scene shot in
1861.% Situated on the routes to several goldfields, Kyneton became a busy stopover for
diggers with their drays and for local farmers. Cobb & Co. coaches serviced the town, and

the arrival of the railway in the mid-1860s provided ready access to Melbourne.
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Finally, in 1866, after 27 years in the colony, the middle-aged Patrick and the 29-year-old
Michael had each secured three 20-acre blocks, under their own name, separated by the Jew’s
Harp Creek, in the adjoining Parishes of Langley and Baynton, northeast of Kyneton
(previous page).” Even better news, though, was ahead for the O’Connors when the Victorian
Land Act (1869) enabled them to lease up to 320 acres of unsurveyed Crown land in the same
area. The O’Connors seized this opportunity, and by the early 1870s, Patrick, along with
William and James, each leased 320 acres in Langley, while Michael had secured 320 acres at
Baynton (below).% 3! 32
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These new leases carried clear obligations. Each selector was required to reside on the land
and, within five years, make specified improvements, including fencing the property and
keeping at least one-tenth of the land under cultivation. The Department of Lands and
Survey credited the modest annual rent on each block toward the purchase price. After six
years, the O’Connors could secure all or part of their holdings by Crown Grant, converting
1d extend the lease to

pownership.®
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attracted membership of almost all the male Irish in the district, no matter their status, and

had the express aims to:

...firstly promote the social and moral advancement of its members; secondly, for the purpose of
assisting any of the members or those depending upon them, from time to time who may be in trouble or
tribulation; and thirdly, for the purpose of stimulating in the heart of every Irishman a loving and ever
cherished memory for the noble generous, though oppressed land of his birth.3¢

In August 1875, the Australian-born 28-year-old William O’Connor pledged his fidelity to the
society by agreeing to support fellow members and to uphold the principles of the Catholic
Church while remaining a law-abiding subject within the colony (below).?” 38

S —
HIBERNIAN-AUSTRALASIAN
CATHOLIC BENEFIT SOCIETY.
S1. MarY's Brancr, KYNETON.

The erdinary meeting of this branch was
held on Wednesday evening, the 18th inst. ;
the president, Bro. J. Gorey, in the chair,
Three membera were reported off the sick

funds, and sick pay to the ameunt of £8, Advocate (Melbourne)
was ordered to be paid. Messrs. W, ’
| 0'Connor, W. L. White, and M. Hartigan Saturday 28 August 1875.

were admitted as full benefit members, Jand
Mr. J. Coman proposed for membership.
A letter was read from District Secretary,
forwarding £10, funeral allowance. Bro.
Larton, P.S. of St. Mary's Branch,
Malmsbury, attended the meeting, and
waa accorded n unanimous vote of thanks,
to which he suitably replied. After other
miscellaneous branch business being dis-
posed of, the meeting closed in the usual
torm. Receipts, £12 Gs. 6d.

The Irish farmers around Kyneton took great pride in their work, readily showcasing the
quality of their produce and stock at agricultural shows, testing their thoroughbreds at race
meetings, and demonstrating their skill in cultivation through ploughing contests, a point
noted by Irishman James Francis Hogan, who edited The Advocate, a Melbourne-based
Catholic weekly:

... the substantial town of Kyneton, is also largely peopled by settlers of Irish birth or parentage.
Kyneton is beautifully situated on the River Campaspe, is connected by railway with the metropolis,
and is the centre of a far-famed community of cultivators. Its agricultural show-day is only exceeded in
splendour and popularity by the bright moving spectacle seen at its annual race-meeting on each St.
Patrick’s Day. On both these festive occasions Kyneton becomes crowded with visitors from far and
near - friendly gatherings of the Irish clans, well-fed, well-dressed, and well-behaved.®

The O’Connors loved their thoroughbreds. The Kyneton St Patrick’s Day meeting drew some
of the finest horses in the colony and, in 1877, featured entries from W. S. Cox, a man whose
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name was later honoured in one of Australia’s premier races, the W. S. Cox Plate. Race
meetings were also a highlight in surrounding townships such as Baynton, where, on St
Patrick’s Day in 1867, Patrick O’Connor ran his horse Paddy in both the first and third races
(below). Fortune, however, did not favour him on the day, though he did protest the result in
the third race, contesting that the owner of the winning horse, Mr Oliver, was not a bona fide
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Ploughing matches were popular across the colony, including the Kyneton district, offering
farmers an opportunity to showcase their cultivation skills. George and Frederick Royal were
very accomplished with the plough, keenly contesting numerous ploughing matches, while
the 17-year-old James O’Connor, in 1877, won £2 for his skills in wielding the family’s locally
made Hutcheson and Walker plough, finishing second in the Under 18 ploughing match in
Kyneton.# # Pictured (below) is a ploughing match taken during the mid-1870s.

Ploughing matches were
organised by agricultural
societies, with competitors
assigned marked plots to be
ploughed within a set time using
horse-drawn ploughs under
specified conditions. Judging
focused on workmanship rather
than speed, assessing
straightness, uniform depth,
clean turning of the sod, neat
finishing, and control of horses.

Patrick and his family, together with many Irish Catholic immigrants in the district, played a
prominent role in the fundraising and construction of the impressive bluestone St Mary’s
Catholic Church, now Our Lady of the Rosary, completed in 1861 (next page). Before the
church was built, Mass had been celebrated in the Gold Diggers Arms Hotel. The arrival of
the Christian Brothers in 1873 and the Sisters of Mercy in 1874 further strengthened Catholic
education in Kyneton, with St Mary’s Boys” and Girls” Schools, previously staffed by lay
teachers, recast as Christian Brothers College and St Mary’s Convent School.* There, the
O’Connor children received a strong education in catechism, reading, writing, and
arithmetic, together with elements of a classical curriculum, while Margaret and Catherine

also studied music and needlework.46
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By the mid-1870s, Michael O’Connor had married Ellen Howe, the daughter of a
neighbouring farmer from County Tipperary, and they had a young and growing family. As
mentioned, a very close relationship had developed between the O’Connors and the Royal
family, which also farmed land on Jew’s Harp Creek in Langley.# Before taking up their land
at Langley in the 1860s, Patrick, Margaret, and their family had leased land owned by
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Catholic Church in Melbourne. Despite the somewhat curious surname, these Royals were
Catholic and of Irish heritage, with the probable surname of Ryall, which had been
anglicised as both Royal and Royle during their passage to, and life in Australia.*’

The Harp of Erin
Hotel (right) in
Piper Street,
Kyneton in 1861.

The O’Connors Look to their Next Opportunity

The land Patrick and his family farmed in the Kyneton district was extraordinarily fertile,
regarded as equal to the best in the colony, and ideal for small-scale mixed farming. For over
twenty years, farmers had engaged in a profitable rotation of wheat, barley, and oats. Aside
from the potato, no root crops were included in the rotation, and the ground never lay fallow
until its fertility was exhausted. Once land became unproductive, farmers simply cleared
more land for cultivation. The relentless cropping, though, began to affect yields, prompting
many farmers to shift from mixed farming to a sole focus on grazing sheep and cattle. This
shift required more land, with wealthier farmers eagerly seeking to acquire their neighbours’
leaseholds and freeholds. By 1875, many smaller famers, particularly those of Irish heritage,
began leaving the district to take advantage of new, cheaper leasehold selections in the
Northern Plains, particularly around Shepparton and Echuca.* In selling up, farmers could
auction any freehold land held under Crown Grant, but leasehold land itself could not be
sold. Improvements made by the lessee, however, could be auctioned, provided the Local

Land Board agreed to transfer the lease to the successful bidder.5'
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Terrick East was much cheaper than the land at Langley, and this provided the O’Connors
and the Royals a modest dividend, giving them the cash for a fresh start.

In 1873, George Royal senior had already sold his freehold farm at Glenhope near Baynton,
including his draught horses, a dray, a four-horse wagon, a chaff cutter, a roller, and a plate
plough. By 1875, most of the Royal holdings and improvements around Kyneton had been
sold.® Frederick Royal had already established himself at Terrick Terrick East where he had
married Mary Reilly, daughter of local farmer Michael Reilly, and operated a general store
he hoped to develop into a hotel.>

In 1876, the Government Gazette records that George and Margaret Royal (O’Connor) and
George’s brothers, Frederick and John, had each acquired 320-acre leaseholds at Terrick
Terrick East, while the 19-year-old Catherine O’Connor also selected a 294-acre block
adjacent to that of George and Margaret Royal. Less than a year later, Patrick and William
O’Connor had each secured 320-acre selections near those of Margaret and Catherine.
Interestingly, there was no block immediately available for James O’Connor. Sadly, John
Royal lost his life in a horse fall in February 1878, and Frederick Royal transferred ownership
of his block to James O’Connor in 1878, presumably because he had taken over John's
holding.5 %

Apart from their birth records, no records exist about the lives of Patrick and Margaret’s
eldest daughters, Mary and Ellen. Most likely, they married well and enjoyed long and
happy lives in the Kyneton district.

Michael O’Connor, now over 40 years old, remained in the Kyneton area and acquired
additional property nearby in Pastoria. Michael was to make Pastoria his family home,
complete with a 1,300-acre (528-hectare) farm he named Balboora. Michael, the last of the
Irish-born O’Connors, passed away in 1910, with Balboora remaining with his children until
its sale in 1926 upon the death of his son, Patrick. At the time of the sale, Balboora was

described as:

a splendid grazing property...well watered by springs and creeks, and a good well at the house,
subdivided into nine paddocks...improvements consist of a comfortable 6-roomed dwelling, woolshed,
and all necessary outbuildings and yards. Both sheep and cattle do exceedingly well, and the land has a
very good carrying capacity.s’
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It is unclear what happened to Balboora after 1926, but in 2025, Balboora at Pastoria was listed

for sale as a highly productive livestock grazing operation.>

Aside from the Balboora farm name and the gravestones of Michael O’Connor and his family

in the Kyneton cemetery, the only physical reminder of the O’Connor presence in the
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Photographs of
O’Connor’s Hill
(above) and the
Balboora
property entry
(below) at
Pastoria.

Conclusion

Patrick and Margaret O’Connor arrived in the Macedon Ranges in 1840, when it was a wild
and open frontier at the edge of colonial settlement, and over the next 37 years, they came to
exemplify the spirit, courage, and resilience of Australia’s early pioneers. They witnessed

their Kyneton community grow from fewer than forty European residents on a Carlsruhe
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sheep station into a thriving commercial town of more than 2,500 people. Within their Irish
immigrant enclave, they laboured through long, demanding days to raise their children,
Michael, Mary, Ellen, William, James, Margaret, and Catherine, deeply mindful and
appreciative of the opportunities afforded to them in Australia Felix.®
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Chapter 4 — The Northern Plains and Riverina 1878 — 1901 begins with images of William,
Caroline, and James O’Connor, around the time of their departure from Langley, Kyneton.
The chapter then takes a deep dive into the Balboora O’Connors’ nine years in Terrick Terrick
East, followed by six or so years at Echuca, then seemingly a short stay at Cobram and

ending with the six years they lived on a selection at Booroobanilly, just south of Jerilderie.

An 1880 map
highlighting
Kyneton,
Terrick Terrick
East, Echuca,
Cobram and
Jerilderie.
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Faces of Yesteryear

Between 1860 and 1880, advances in photographic technology made portrait photography
cheaper, quicker, and far more accessible to ordinary people. As a result, the French fashion
of issuing cartes de visite, or visiting cards, became widely popular.3 In the mid-1870s,
William, Caroline, and James O’Connor, at different times, donned their Sunday best and
entered the Kyneton studio of renowned photographer John P. Carolin to sit for their own
sets of visiting cards (next page).* The Irishman Carolin had gained considerable local
notoriety in 1870 when he photographed a fifteen-year-old Ned Kelly while he was held in
the Kyneton lock-up. During the same period he took the O’Connor photographs, Carolin
also produced visiting cards for Ned’s younger brother, Dan Kelly.
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The Journey North

The 120-kilometre journey from Langley to Terrick Terrick East was a formidable
undertaking, one the O’Connors and the Royals likely made together during the summer of
1877-78. By travelling in company they could pool resources, using bullock and horse drays
to transport as much of their farming, household, and personal belongings as possible,
including food and water supplies, clothing, bedding, cooking pots, butter churns, cots,
chairs, tables, hand tools, seed grain, ploughs, scythes, spades, and hoes. Milking cows and
working dogs were tethered to the drays, chickens were secured in cages, and a small flock

of sheep was probably driven alongside the slow-moving convoy.

The picture above presents a scene very similar to the O’'Connor move from Kyneton to Terrick
Terrick East.

William and Caroline O’Connor journeyed with their newborn, Mary, and their one-year-
old, Bridget. William’s pregnant sister, Margaret Royal, also held her infant daughter
Margaret at her breast. Caroline, Margaret, their infant children, and the aged Patrick and
Margaret travelled perched amongst the goods in one of the drays. For most of the journey,
the men walked, driving the bullock teams, leading the horses and scouting ahead for the
best track. Their caravan would have followed a patchwork of rough bush tracks and
established roads, notably crossing or skirting through Malmsbury, Redesdale, Heathcote,
and stretches of the gold-fields country before descending toward the flat, grassy northern
plains of Terrick Terrick East. Travel was slow, up to 20 kilometres a day depending on
weather and track conditions. They camped overnight in the open, setting small fires for
cooking and using tarpaulins or canvas to cover themselves and their belongings in case of
rain. The most significant risk, though, was crossing creeks and rivers, especially if bridges

on the Campaspe River, which snaked from Kyneton to Echuca, were damaged.
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present menace of rabbit plagues. The land at least offered some advantage, being largely
free of stone and only lightly timbered with gum and box. The O’Connor men quickly began
cutting and splitting timber to erect slab huts, sheds, dairies, and boundary fences, before
turning to the arduous work of clearing ground and ploughing virgin soil for the first
planting season. With no permanent creeks available, deep wells, often reaching ten metres

deep, were dug for household water, while dams and tanks were sunk to sustain livestock.

The O’Connors took up their selections at a very challenging time. Low winter rainfall in
1878 and 1879 brought crop failure and stock losses across the area, with many shallow dams
and wells failing on the open sandy plains. The following excerpts from The Riverine Herald,
published in March 1879, reveal the hardships faced by selectors:

Terrick Terrick (From our own correspondent) ... The weather is beautifully cool, but we badly want
rain. In about another week, if it does not rain, the water will be completely dried up here, and the
greater part of selectors will then have to go from eight to ten miles for every drop of water they require.
No wonder the “cockies” are turning insolvent in all directions.®

...and a few weeks later

Terrick Terrick (From our own correspondent) ... The farmers of this district met with another
disappointment last week. On Monday the clouds looked as if about to discharge their contents, but they
passed over, leaving only a sprinkling behind them. A good fall of rain is much needed to fill the dams,
as most of the selectors are subjected to great hardships for the want of water, many of them having to
drive their stock twenty miles to water...many farmers have finished sowing, some are busily employed
putting the seed in and others are hard at work ploughing. Such an amount of perseverance must surely
meet with its due reward. Numbers of others, however, do not intend putting in any crop this season,
but will lie on their oats, doing, if possible, a little dealing in stock until things look a little brighter.
Three hundred and twenty acres may be sufficient to make a living off in some localities, but I think it
will be conceded that it will not do in a dry district like this. Supposing a selector, thinking to make “a
rise,” puts, say, one hundred and fifty acres under crop, trusting to the chance of a shower of rain now
and again to bring it on, and the season fails, as the last three have done, what is he to do? He has
nothing to fall back on, being swamped in the endeavour to “make a rise,” he goes into debt to carry on
for another year, with the result that not making the expected “rise,” and being pressed for money, he
cannot pay, he is either sold out or files his schedule. I do not think it is possible to find a dozen farmers
in this whole district who are making a respectable living off one selection. The well-to-do men are those
who, having selected themselves, have purchased other land adjoining, or where a family have obtained

selections together.”
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Without the advantage of multiple blocks in proximity, it is doubtful the O’Connors would
have lasted as long as they did on their Terrick Terrick East selections, a point noted in
Hutchinson’s Handbook of Victoria: Our Colony in 1880:

Selectors cleared land for cropping, but in reality, survived on little more than subsistence farming.
Small acreages of wheat or oats were cultivated, a vegetable garden planted, and pigs and poultry raised
ke sale of butter and cream.
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was looking to sell six of his bullocks when William asked if he could include two of his
bullocks in the sale to make a complete bullock team. Evidently, George agreed only to
renege on giving William his cash.! No doubt, this made matters somewhat difficult
between Caroline O’Connor and her father. The dispute exposed a financial strain and

simmering family friction that accompanied the move from Kyneton.

Farar Accrpest.—On Friday a fatal acci-
dent oconrrod at Toerriok T-rrick East. A
yonng man waned John Royal was riding
after soma horses, vhen his horse stumbled,
«nd falling, vollad upon him. He was pickod
up in an insensible state, Dr. Crma.mn. who
The death of John Royal. was sent for, found him to be suffering feom
compression of the braiu, nud'l.hu OA%H WiLs
hopelass from the firat. Despite all treat-
ment he pradually sank, and died on Satar-
dn}.’ twonty - four hours after the aceidont
ooenrred,  The funseal of the deseazad, who
was much rospected, took plece yestarday,
the remsins beiug interred in the Echuoa
cemetoery.

e - NSNS . . |

To cap off a year to forget, not just for the O’Connors and the Royals but for everyone in
TerrickTerrick East, on November 19, 1878, during a heatwave, the temperature reached 110
°F (44 °C). It was one of the hottest days the O’Connors had experienced in the colony,
prompting the Terrick Terrick East newspaper correspondent to lament:

O! Tennent, 2 Foster, and Guinness,

Of all the drinks, I love ye best.

When the weather’s hot, and the throat is dry,
When to slake their thirst, the sufferers try.
What drinks like ye? What mortal hand,

Can o’er untie the loving hand,

That lulls me to each well-known brand.3

It was surely a year to drive anybody to drink! One can only imagine how the O’Connors
fared in these first few years at Terrick Terrick East. Though arriving at a challenging time,

they were experienced mixed farmers, had some cash from their land and improvements
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auctioned at Kyneton, and, with four 320-acre farms in proximity, some of the adversity was

offset through collaboration across their farms.
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with unpaid rates and leasehold arrears. Leaseholds were frequently suspended or relet, and
in 1881, the 71-year-old Patrick O’Connor lost his holding when it reverted to the original
lessee, Luke Daffey.!® 1 Despite the challenges, William O’Connor made the most of the
cards he had been dealt, working long days to build a better life for himself and his family.
Located near the road to Echuca, William likely supplemented his farm income by carrying
farm produce to markets in Echuca or Bendigo, and by labouring for others, building fences,

digging wells, and sinking dams.?

The Townshij Rahm, ulﬂnlivu! Iﬁm.

Echuca on the Murray River, circa 1870.

The mid-1880s witnessed a steady exodus of farming families from Terrick Terrick East, and
the surrounding districts. Many, like the O’Connors and Royals, gravitated towards Echuca,
where the bustling river port and expanding agricultural industries promised far greater

opportunities for labouring work, trade, and commercial enterprise (above).?!

During 1886, both George and Margaret Royal and Catherine O’Connor each held clearing
sales and sold the improvements on their leaseholds at Terrick Terrick East, with the result of

Catherine’s sale reported in The Riverine Herald:

On Tuesday, the 16" Feb., we sold on account of Miss O’Connor, of Terricks East, her farm of 293
acres, 1 rood 18 perches for £2 16s 6d per acre. We also sold about 20 milch cows and springers,
ranging from £4 to £7 15s. We also sold a number of fat and half-fat steers and heifers at equally
satisfactory prices.?? 23
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William and Caroline O’Connor, too, had endured all they could of life at Terrick Terrick
East. Determined to begin again, they both appear to have sought land selections nearer to
Echuca, with Caroline successfully securing a 320-acre holding at Echuca East in 1886. Thus,
in 1887, after eight demanding years on the Terrick Terrick East selection, William and

Caroline auctioned the substantial improvements they had made to their leasehold,

MARCH, 189y.

Wickham. in the
icks East, C e
vich is surtounded by
D. Hoﬁ«, John
H, A, iller, M.
is  most .favorably
¥ The im

tial, comprising sm
fcur rooms, large
ral miles of snd
perty is subdivided
paddncks, and 20

Lease. -
cash, balance as
’ ' 1444

at Kyneton, who
ick East were a mix
r quite what they
most of their family
0 were born in

, and Frederick (1886)

72



The Northern Plains & Riverina 1878-1901

were born at Terrick Terrick East. The O’Connors were fortunate to have both the Terrick
Terrick East School, which opened in 1876 with 58 children, and St Luke’s Catholic Church,
built in 1874 and served by priests from St Mary’s Echuca, operating very near their
homestead.? Both the school and the church offered a vital opportunity for the Terricks’
community to gather. One of the most celebrated gatherings, though, was the annual Terrick
Terrick East race meeting, where in 1887 William served as the Clerk of the Course and

returned from Echuca in 1888 to fill the role again (below).?
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The O’Connors and the Royals had each acquired new leaseholds near each other in East
Echuca and Kanyappela, respectively. Patrick and Margaret O’Connor, now in their mid-70s,
lived with Margaret and George Royal at Kanyappela. Catherine O’Connor may have had
her own leasehold, though she may have also with her sister, Margaret.?” At East Echuca,
William and Caroline welcomed four more children: Michael born in 1888, Margaret in 1892,
Catherine in 1894, and Thomas in 1896. Tragically, both girls died in July 1894. In a striking
coincidence, they were the same ages and bore the same Christian names as the daughters
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lost by William's sister Margaret in 1878. Margaret Mary and Catherine Ellen were buried
together in the same plot, seemingly at the same time, suggesting they died, through either
illness or accident, in sudden and tragic circumstances. The precise details have not survived

in the historical record. All the Balboora O’Connors interred in the Echuca cemetery are buried

together in the same section.?
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run by her niece, Catherine Donaldson, bringing to a close a remarkable life. Catherine, who
never married, worked the land her entire existence and embodied the pluck, guts and grit
required to succeed as a pioneering woman. Her many nieces and nephews cherished her,
especially the children of her brother, Michael, and sister, Margaret, all mentioned in her
obituary:
On the 30th May, at Victoria House, Kyneton, Catherine O’Connor, beloved aunt of Mary, Margaret,
Catherine (Mrs. Donaldson), William, Michael and Patrick (deceased); also Frederick and Parick Royal,

Vera (Mrs. R. Power), Mona (Mrs. T. Power). Angela (Mrs ]. Hart), and Mary (Mrs Feegan), aged 74
years. R.ILP.3!

Catherine’s body was returned to Echuca, where she was buried with her parents.

Rest in Peace, Patrick and Margaret O’Connor

Patrick and Margaret O’Connor, the patriarch and matriarch of the Balboora O’Connors, spent
their final years living with their daughter Margaret Royal at Kanyappela. Margaret died
aged 80 in 1895, while the old Irishman, Patrick, passed away at 91 in 1902 (below).?? 3 They
arrived in Melbourne, when it was part of the Colony of New South Wales, and little more
than dirt tracks and scattered timber buildings. They witnessed first-hand the infant colony
grow into nationhood, with Patrick living long enough to see their adopted land become the

Commonwealth of Australia.?*

DEATHS,

O'CoNyor.—Died at the residence of his sou-ln-
law, George Royal, Kunyappels, near Echuea,
on July 14, Patrick O'Connor, aged 91 years,
Patrick O'Connor was born in the year 1811,
on the 17th of March, in the parish of New-
castle, Limerick, Ireland, and came to Mel-
bourne in the ship West Minister, landing on The Melbourne Advocate,
the 15th of AD'U“, 18%. R.I.P. Saturday 26 JuIy 1902.

o The Riverine Herald,

Fuxeraw Notices. Wednesday 16 July 1902.

HE friends of Mr.and Mrs, Royal and
Miss O'Connor are res t.f'ully invited

to follow the remains of their late father,
Mr. Patrick O'Connor to his last resting place |
the Echuca Cemetery. the funeral to ene‘

his late residence, Kanyapelia WEDNES.
DAY, 16th at 11 am, 11
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The deaths of both Margaret and Patrick were almost certainly observed according to long-
established Irish Catholic mourning customs. Family, neighbours, and fellow Irish settlers
likely assembled at the Royal home to keep watch through the night, praying the Rosary
beside their bodies and sharing stories, food, grief, and remembrance in the communal ritual
of the Irish wake. Older traditions also endured, with memories of caoineadh, the rhythmic
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Margaret continued when her daughter, Catherine, who had married Thomas Power in 1906,
was accidentally shot dead in 1918! The incident, widely reported across Victoria, was
sensational because of Mr Power’s community standing. The piece from The Ararat Chronicle
captured the scene (below).* The following year, Thomas Power married his late wife’s
younger sister, Caroline. The unfortunate Catherine lies at rest with her grandparents,
Patrick and Margaret O’Connor, and her namesake, her Aunt Catherine, at Echuca. To cap
off these devastating events, Margaret’s eldest son, John, who had spent some time as a
mining engineer in Western Australia, lost his left hand in almost identical circumstances to
his father. Sadly, John’s hand was so severely injured that he died from blood loss (below).*

SERIOUS ACCIDENT AT KANYA.
PELLA.
i

Yesterdsy morning a man named George
William R yal, in the employ of Mr Roberi
Chambers, farmer of Kanyapella, met with a
very serious accident, by which he lost the
tingers of his lefr hand. He was engaged in
feeding the chafl-cutting machine, when, by
some means his hand got drawn by the rollers
under the knives, when, in an instaat the
whole of the fingers of the left hand, close ta
the palm and the thumb from the first joint
weore cut off. 8o soon us Mr Chambers be-
came aware of the accident he, with great
promptitude tied a ligature across the wrist,
and st once arrested the flow of blond. He
then harnassed up the horse, and brought
the unfortunats man 1o Echuea, a distunce
of over nine miles, arriving here within an
hour, and took him to Mr Geo. Miller's
Farmers' Arms Hotel.  Dr Eakins was at
once sent for, and, in conjunctien with Dr
Osborne, put the pitient under chlo-
roform. In this state he remained from 11
o'clock until 1 o'clock, during which timae
they amputated the injured limb, taking
away the fingers completely. Upto a late
hour last might the patient was progressiug
as faverably as could expected. Mr
Raoyal is well kuown and respected in the
disirict, where he has bheen s resident for
about 11 years ; he is a married man, having
n family of six children,  His brother isa
well known farmer, residing at Kanyapella.

FARMER'S WIFE SHOT.

Mrs. Power, wife of Mr. T. M.
Power, J.I'., farmer, of Cornelia
< rees, Wyabram, was accidentally shot
dead last Wednesday afternoon. Mrs.
Power and her husband were having
afternoon tea about 1 o'clock.  She
complained that crows were worrying
her young turhevs. Mr. Power got
his gun and went out. Iis wiie
said she thought oune of the turkeys
had llown into the windmill tank. Mr.
P'ower climixd to the tank, apd while
there  heard a  shot, followed by a
moan. Ou  scrambling down off the
tank he found  his wife lying dead
alongside the dog kennel; she had
been shot under the arm. It is sur-
mised that she picked up the gun, and
with it in her possession, was tying up
the dog when the gun went off. Mrs.
d’ower was about 35 vears of age. She
leaves no family.

FATALITIES AND ACCIDENTS.
e P——
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Koondeook, 12th Fel
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in a dan en Gunbower

e
¢ ek vesterday by a girl named Adoline
<mih.” Decessed had been akout the dis-
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covired mm the hauk of the dom, and :’..-.{
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cexded a verdiet of death by (ll.'nwnmg.‘
The rewains wers interrad i the 1 wul |

cemetery to-day.

OBITUARY.

Mr John Reyal.

The deuth isx reported from Echuca
of Mr Juhin Royal, formerly of Kya-
brum. During the lust three years
deceased had resided at Echucn Bast,
whenee  he opernted  a chaff-cutting
plant . On Tuesday last he was en-
gaged cutting chaff at Mr H. L.
LaMlieu's property, Torumbarry, when
his left hand was severely mangled,
having been caught  in the cutting
seclion of the muachinery. He was
taken to the BEchuca Hospital. There
was a great loss of blood. An op-
eration was performed, but deceased
did not regain consciousness, De-
censed, who was 47  yeurs of age,
leaves o widow and four children.
Mrs Roval wus a doughter of Mrs
Hyun. of Lancaster. Deceusced lived
some years (n Kyabrum. and his
death will be regretted by a Jlarge
circle of friends, The funcral took
place at Kyabram cemctery yesterduy
afternoon. The cortege was a
lengthy one. A number of wreaths
were pluced upon the coflin.

The Riverine Herald,
Wednesday 13 October
1886.

Bendigo Advertiser,
Tuesday 13 February
1912,

Ararat Chronicle,
Tuesday 17 September
1918.

Kyabram Free Press,
Friday 27 March 1925.
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This frenetic period of land selection laid the foundation for the Riverina’s rise as one of
Australia’s most productive agricultural regions.*?After meeting their selection obligations at
East Echuca, William and Caroline, along with their adult children, Bridget, Mary, and
James, applied for new selections in earnest. It is also likely that George and Margaret

Royal’s eldest children were also making applications.

The Urana Land District with
the Parish of Booroobanilly
(blue). William O’Connor’s
576-acre block was in the top
right corner of the parish.

— .._.___,

, Bm:ruo&mm‘fu X

In 1896, the government opened over 26,000 acres in the Urana Land District for homestead
selections (above). On 18 June, a ballot for a 576-acre block in the Parish of Booroobanilly,
immediately south of Jerilderie, attracted 22 applicants, including William O’Connor, who
was recorded as living at Cobram about 60km south of Jerilderie. As agents were not
permitted to represent applicants at ballots, all aspirant selectors, some of whom had
journeyed hundreds of kilometres, were on hand at the Jerilderie Land Office to witness
William’s name drawn as the successful applicant! While no doubt ebullient with his success,
one of William’s old neighbours from Terrick Terrick East left very disconsolate, bemoaning
to all and sundry that he had travelled vast distances in recent months only to be

unsuccessful at selection ballots in Moama, Hay, Albury and now Urana!%

Jerilderie

In the mid-1890s, Jerilderie was a small town of about 600 people on the Billabong Creek,
serving a rapidly growing farming community on newly opened selections, including

William O’Connor’s block at Booroobanilly.* It was a time described as:
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...the most progressive and busy period of Jerilderie’s history. The annual show was a big thing in those
days and extending over three days in duration. The Yanko and Jerilderie and St Patrick’s Race Clubs
were founded and flourished. The Town Bank and Caledonian Society were born, and active
associations like the Farmers and Settlers’ body came into being. The rash of settlers and the busy,

populous stations made Jerilderie a hive of activity.*

JERILDERIE, Tuesday.
meeting of residents of the

BRANCH,

of tho Committea
g held in the Juril
o vn SATURDAY,

President.

M. O'CONNOR,
Secretary,

affecting their
homestead selection
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Jerilderle cheratlon
. Lengnue. 7

—_—

On Saturday afternoen Inst thare was a
falr gathering in the Jerililerio Mechonies'
Instituta for the purpose of forming & branch
of the Federation Ledgue intbis tuwe.: A,
W, 0'Connor, ‘Beotoobanilly, presided.,

Mr. Alexander MArihur moved  that a
leagoe be formed hore, not o much tu-stem,
the swreent ol opTaslum In ks ey 'ne
there was a gencral feeling of umnimt!y .n:-
parding this great question sll round, it waa,
wore (o urgo those who wera -:ullll::d. to the
Erapehi=o tu be ready with their rlghits un
the 20th prex, to go lo some polling ceatre
and record thelr vote, He wiged all peesent
to do theip oimost o seving that nothing
was oiglected in that pespect onpolling
day. lt was o doty devolrlog. oo all the
members to Lring as mawy ss they could 'th,
the poll, Every volo piven woald be-one
more to make the wojority greater:in favoe
ol it. He moved thatn rnnch bs tnrmml
here.

Mr. Curlin g=conded the mntEon. ﬂ'e mld
ha sgreed with the morver in al) bo:had gaid;

eould to the cnos:. = Lo e
The motion was earried. “°¢ i
Mre. A, MtArthur was elulcﬂ I"rui&unt.

Mr, Wi, O'Connor Laon. Secretary, and” Mr,

W Ellioll, Treasorer-ol'Lhe league.: -
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Ar, Curtla nccvnaded tha. mnﬂon, which was
earrled.

Mr. Elliott moved,. and Mri: Mlller
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The meoticg thea turmluat.cd. .

Eng one sthonld glva-all-the smu.utnuu l..hn_'r A

The Sub-committes mat and draw out the
following, which ia. lo be seat to midcau In
:thodllt ::-—,. - i T

© Jerilderie, 25th Mn:, 1399 " 5
DeAnr Em — "

As a very atrenoocs effort s bula: med
| in Sydncy and the metropolltan districts to
| deteat Lthie acceptance of Federation Ly this
cﬂlouy. it s felt that some cffort is necessary
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From the 1880s onward, momentum for Federation steadily gathered across the Australian

colonies, driven by calls for uniform trade laws, stronger defence, closer intercolonial

cooperation, and a growing belief that the colonies should unite as one Australian nation.

Influential leadership, particularly Sir Henry Parkes’ 1889 Tenterfield Speech and the Corowa

Conference of 1893, helped spark a grassroots political movement that culminated in the

successful Federation referendums of 1898-1900 and the creation of the Commonwealth of

Australia in 1901.# Across the colonies, Federation Leagues emerged in towns and cities alike,

organising public meetings, distributing pamphlets, lobbying politicians, and rallying

popular support for the union. William O’Connor, who likely attended the Corowa
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Conference, was a committed Federalist and played a leading role in establishing the Jerilderie
Federation League (previous page). The leagues encouraged farmers, townspeople, merchants,
labourers, and civic leaders alike to embrace Federation as a pathway to economic unity,

stronger defence, and a shared national identity.> 5!
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own sons to put their shoulders to the wheel and earn an income beyond the farm gate.
Contract work demanded endurance, bushcraft, and familiarity with horses and heavy

labour rather than formal training, making it well-suited to the Irish and their sons.*

TANK MAKING.

Thin species of improvement is extonding rapidly
in the Rivorine district, jndging by the notices for
well-sinkers, and snnoonosments of contracts entored
into; aud from othor quarters as well we have reportas
of progross madoin tank excavating and dam making.
In order to mont the requiroments of correspondents
interosted nud ongaged in this very desirable work of
improvement, our anawors to correspondenco columns
havo reapondel willingly. We have now in propara-
tion a keriea of artioles upon tank-making, w'hlo are
intended to meet tho wants more faully, They will
bo ilinstratod by diagrams showing methods of
mensuring, &e,, &o.

Australian Town and Country Journal,
Saturday 9 July 1881.

Tank sinking in the Riverina.

Among the harshest, yet most essential, forms of rural contract labour was tank and dam
sinking.® Before modern irrigation transformed inland Australia, water conservation often
determined whether farms and grazing runs survived the long summer months, and
contractors equipped with horse teams, scoops, ploughs, and drays travelled the plains,
excavating tanks and dams for selectors desperate to drought-proof their holdings. Although
no definitive record has survived, it has long been preserved in the memories of the Balboora
O’Connors that, during their move from Echuca to Collie, William O’Connor and his sons
supplemented their farming income by working as contract tank and dam sinkers, spending
long periods away from home labouring beneath the fierce Australian sun. The picture

(above) depicts a typical tank sinking scene of the time from the Riverina.®

Conclusion

In 1901, fresh from his successful Federation campaign, William O’Connor once again turned
to the homestead selection system to find prospects beyond Jerilderie. With his eldest sons,

James, John, and George, now young men eager to secure futures of their own, they, too,
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looked to select land. By August, their course was set when William and George successfully

secured adjoining selections in the Parish of Collie, County of Ewenmar, some 60 kilometres
northwest of Dubbo.
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% Roods (1 rood = Y acre), Perches (1 perch = 1/40 of a rood = 1/160 of an acre), Steer (male cow that has been castrated before reaching sexual
maturity), Heifer (young female cow that has not yet had a calf), Milch cow (a cow that is currently producing milk), and Springer (pregnant cow that is close
to calving).

2 Riverine Herald, Monday 25 July 1887

25 Ballinger, R., with Andrew Ward & Associates & TBA Planners. (1999). Loddon Shire Heritage Study: Stage 1, Thematic Environmental History. Loddon
Shire Council.

% Riverine Herald, Saturday 17 March 1888

2 Riverine Herald, Fri 31 May 1889. An advertisement notes Catherine O’Connor seeking compensation for a steer that wandered into her paddock at
Kanyapella.

28 Echuca Cemetery, Catholic Portion, B Section 15.

2 Riverine Herald, Monday 4 September 1893

3 Kyneton Observer, Thursday 28 October 1897; and Kyneton Guardian, Saturday 28 April 1917

3 Melbourne Age, Tuesday 2 June 1931

32 Melbourne Advocate, Saturday 26 July 1902; and Riverine Herald, Wednesday 16 July 1902

3 There is an error in the death notice. The Westminster did not land in August 1839, it left Gravesend, England in August 1839.

¥ Australian Federation refers to the process by which the six British colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Western
Australia, and Tasmania united to form the Commonwealth of Australia on January 1, 1901.

3 Riverine Herald, Tuesday 16 September 1930

3 Riverine Herald, Wednesday 13 October 1886

37 Bendigo Advertiser, Tuesday 13 February 1912

38 Ararat Chronicle, Tuesday 17 September 1918

3 Kyabram Free Press, Friday 27 March 1925

4 The Acts aimed to break up large pastoral estates and support genuine small-scale farmers. It did this by introducing conditional leases and purchases,
stricter residency and improvement requirements, homestead and grazing blocks, and the creation of Local Land Boards.

41 Corowa Free Press, Friday 10 April 1896, Pastoral Times, Saturday 14 August 1897; Riverine Herald, Friday 6 December 1895; and Daily Telegraph,
Friday 11 September 1896.

42 Clark, C.M.H. (1978). A History of Australia. Vol. 4: The Earth Abideth For Ever, 1851-1888. Melbourne University Press, Carlton.

43 Nathalia Herald, Friday 26 June 1896

44 New South Wales Bureau of Statistics. 1897, New South Wales Statistical Register, 1897, Government Printer, Sydney.

4 Lundy, H.C. (1956). Jerilderie: 100 Years, Jerilderie Shire Council, Jerilderie.

4 Sydney Momning Herald, Wednesday 17 November 1897

47 Jerilderie Herald and Urana Advertiser, Friday 4 May 1900

48 Jerilderie Herald and Urana Advertiser, Friday 13 April 1900; Jerilderie Herald and Urana Advertiser, Friday 2 Mar 1900; Sydney Morning Herald,
Wednesday 17 November 1897; Jerilderie Herald and Urana Advertiser, Friday 10 March 1889; Jerilderie Herald and Urana Advertiser, Friday 14
September 1900; and Berrigan Advocate, Friday 26 October 1900.

4 The Corowa Conference of 1893, attended by delegates from community groups, political organisations, and Federation Leagues across New South
Wales and Victoria, met to revive the stalled movement for uniting the Australian colonies. At the conference, Dr John Quick proposed that the people
directly elect delegates to a new constitutional convention and vote on the resulting draft constitution—an idea that became known as the “Corowa Plan”
and ultimately reshaped the path to Federation.

50 Jerilderie Herald and Urana Advertiser, Friday 26 May 1899

51 Hirst, J. (2000). The Sentimental Nation: The Making of the Australian Commonwealth, Oxford University Press, Melbourne.

52 All family documentation such as obituaries and the Great War Attestation Papers note that Edward Joseph O'Connor was the son of William and
Caroline O'Connor.

5 Ancestry. (2010). Australia, Birth Index, 1788-1922 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc.. Birth record for Edward O’Connor
lists no father and Mary O’Connor as his mother.

%4 Catholic Press, Saturday 3 November 1900

5 Daily Advertiser Wagga Wagga, Friday 5 May 1944

% The Riverine Herald 1880-1900, various articles relating to tank sinking, water conservation, fencing contracts, shearing labour, drought conditions, and
rural employment in the Riverina district, published at Echuca.

57 |n the inland districts of colonial Australia, tank sinking usually involved digging broad clay-lined excavations on flat country to trap and store rainwater,
whereas dam sinking referred more commonly to enlarging or deepening natural waterholes or constructing banks to impound water along creeks and
drainage lines.

% |ee, J. (2007). The Irish in the Bush: Rural Life and Settlement in Colonial Australia, University of New South Wales Press, Sydney.

% Australian Town and Country Journal, Saturday 9 July 1881

8 Powerhouse Museum. (2026). Tank sinking at Lockhart, New South Wales, c. 1900, collection record.
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Chapter 5

Balboora, Collie 1902 - 1923
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As with their earlier relocation to Terrick Terrick East, the O’Connor family’s move from
Booroobanilly in 1901 was ill-timed, coinciding with the Federation drought, which saw
Collie and its surrounding districts record the lowest rainfall in their history. The drought
ravaged pastoral and agricultural holdings, causing numerous small selectors to walk off
their land.*

The hardships endured by the O’Connors in these initial years were undoubtedly severe. At
Balboora and Lisfarran, the men undertook the laborious tasks of land clearing, sinking wells
and dams, constructing essential buildings, erecting fences, and preparing land for cropping.
Behind the men's labour stood Caroline, whose tireless efforts kept the household
functioning. She fed, clothed, and cared for her husband and sons, while also overseeing the
vegetable garden, dairy, and poultry that provided much of the family's food and security.
Most of all, she kept their spirits high at such a demanding time.
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APPLICATOIN FOR LAND AT DUBBO.

DUBBO, Friday.

The followiog applicationa ware I~dged at the
Dubbs Lands Office yesterdav : - I, O'Kente, cou-
ditisnal purchase B0 meres, ¢ mhitunsl lease 249
acres, county Liaocoln, pansh lsiramungemine ; K.
G. Grogen, conditional leass 8] acies, counly Narro-
mine, parish Mingelo ; G. F. Notr, settlemsnt lease
6520 wores, countv Lincolu, pariau Adelyne. The
followi

Balboora, Collie 1902-1923
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Balboora Collie Oct 4/1904
To your Eminence Cardinal Moran

I am forwarding postal note for Book of tickets we are taking them all ourselfs as there is no Catholicks -
very few about here - you will see I have 7 sons the youngst is 14 years and the oldest 25 years and all
taught in the cussed State schools - thay have been taught caticusm and I have done all I could thare
Mother also - but thay are not what I would wish - Manners and respect to parents is the most
defeciant points they are short of - 1 would like if you could send them a good Book or two on those 2
things - Direct them to O’Connor Boys as thay will take more notice of them - We came here in the
drought and has been battling ever since and this season is going to be bad here I can ill afford to send
you this but we must keep our colours Flying at any cost — Father Currs has been here only twice since
I come here and that not one of us male folks has been to confession - Father Geoghagon of Kyneton
Victoria was the little Priest that taught me and I do not forget him I saw him some years after I was
married and he told me keep your children at home teach them what you can yourself do not send them
to the State School and now I find he was more than right - I might tell you that my Father died aged 92
Mother died aged 80 both from County Lemrick Ireland - God rest thare souls

[ will now conclude I remain your Faithful Child
William O’Connor®

Despite standing at opposite ends of Irish Catholic Australia, Cardinal Moran within the
ecclesiastical and political world of Sydney, and William O’Connor farming on the distant
plains of Collie, it is very likely that William venerated Moran as a kindred spirit. Through
the pages of The Freeman’s Journal, Sydney’s leading Irish-Catholic newspaper, which
circulated widely among Irish settlers across Australia, William eagerly followed Moran's
pastoral letters and public addresses. Moran was not only a spiritual leader but also a tireless
defender of Catholic rights, strongly championing Catholic education while urging Irish
Catholics to remain active, loyal participants in Australian civic life. Like William, Cardinal
Moran was also a strong supporter of Federation. Proud of his Irish heritage yet deeply
committed to Australia’s future, Moran promoted the belief that Catholics could be both
faithful Australians and faithful Catholics, preserving their religion and identity within a
predominantly Protestant colonial society.® These beliefs likely drew William into public life

in Jerilderie, where he advocated passionately for settlers” rights and the cause of Federation.

Though the outcome of William O’Connor’s letter is unknown, it likely had some impact as it
remained a talking point amongst his grandchildren over sixty years later.” William’s letter is
particularly illuminating because it exposes the hardships of both drought and faith faced by
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the O’Connor family after they arrived at Collie. Unlike Kyneton, Terrick Terrick East, and
Jerilderie, where they had lived within rich Irish Catholic enclaves, Collie and the
surrounding district were dominated by Protestant denominations, especially Anglicans,
Presbyterians and Methodists. To ensure they kept the colours flying, William and his sons
were instrumental in establishing and building the Collie Catholic Church in 1911,
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The drought had eased by 1905, and it wasn’t long before the O’Connor family were

producing fine crops and quality sheep. With approximately 60 per cent of their land under

cultivation, their wheat yields consistently fell within the range of four to five bags per acre,

an above-average output for farms in the Collie district during that time.? In an excellent

season, their yield could triple these numbers. Further dry years of 1905, 1907, and 1911,

though, tested their resilience.

Still, sometimes adversity brings opportunity, and in August 1906, both William and George
acquired additional land on the other side of the Collie-Trangie Road, in the Parish of

Tacklebang (previous page), less than two kilometres due west of their existing leaseholds.
These leaseholds increased William’s total holding to 1,384 acres (560 hectares), while
George's total holding was 1,454 acres (588 hectares).10 1!

William and Caroline’s Children

The move northward to Collie was made without Bridget and Mary, who remained in

Narrandera with their new husbands, John Hennessy and Bernard Gannon, respectively.

Bridget and John had three children, Mary, Eileen, and John. Bridget passed away in 1944

(below).'?

Daily Advertiser
Wagga Wagga,
Friday 5 May
1944.

Dubbo Dispatch,
Monday 15 June
1942,

OBITUARY
MRS MARY TURNER
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recently of Mrs. Mary Turher, an old
and redpected resident of the West,
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The marriage of Mary and Bernard, though, was cut short by Bernard’s untimely death in
1906. Mary had two children with Bernard: Caroline and Michael, known as Clive. In 1923,
the 21-year-old Clive Gannon was riding trackwork for his uncle Patrick O’Connor when his
racehorse, Lisfarren, threw Clive from the saddle, breaking his collarbone and several ribs.!®
In 1907, Mary moved to the Collie district and married James Bullen. They lived in nearby
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Dubbo in 1909. He farmed with his father until about 1915, before moving with Eliza and
their daughters, Margaret, Mary, Norah, Catherine, and newborn FEileen, to a homestead
selection near the Pilliga scrub, northwest of Coonamble. He remained there until about
1927, before returning to Collie, where he helped farm Balboora. James and Jane, who had
stayed in Coonamble, had three more children, Ellen, George, and Patrick. James died
suddenly from a cerebral haemorrhage in 1939 (previous page).'® 7 Eliza O’Connor died at St

Peters, Sydney, in 1955.

John, or Jack O’Connor, as he was known, appears to have been a somewhat enigmatic
character. In 1900, while the family was living and working in the Riverina, the 20-year-old
was in Sydney with a Belgian, Josephine Korsten, registering the birth of a girl named
Yvonne Josephine O’Connor. John and Josephine subsequently married in Sydney in 1906
(below).'® In 1910, John and Josephine travelled to Belgium with the ten-year-old Yvonne,
who remained in the care of one of Josephine’s sisters." It is unclear when John and
Josephine made Collie their home; however, by 1911, they had a modest 430-acre (174-
hectare) farm just south of the Collie village, which, in part, surrounded the old showground
and horse racetrack.? John and Josephine had a second daughter, Josephine, in 1912. Over
the ensuing years, they sold their original holding and acquired other farmland in Collie,

which they named Woodlands, where they remained for the rest of their lives.

John and Josephine
O’Connor, 1906.
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The O’Connor family quickly established itself as a prominent farming family in Collie and
the surrounding districts. William passed on his zeal for civic and farming matters to his
sons, especially George, Patrick and Frederick, who all involved themselves in the Collie
Farmers and Settlers” Association, with George elected, along with S. K. Murray, in 1910 to
represent Collie farmers at the NSW Farmers and Settlers” Annual Conference and the NSW
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following year, Michael again won the potato race, while Patrick went two better, winning
the 100-yard handicap dash. He also won the sack race, beating his brother Michael, and the
carry-your-chum race with Michael. Showing his versatility, Patrick also cleaned up all

comers, winning the throw at the wicket contest, knocking the middle stump out of the

ground.® Six years later, at the same carnival, Fred showed his prowess with the axe, placing

second in the woodchopping contest.34

COLLIE BOCIAL.

"Ull} N1 --nu]»in attended the social
i aid of the Collie RA° Clmreli  The
musie Was -up-llnlnnrl by Messrs. i and
M., Oopner, J. Mitehell and J  Dhar
aellv, Mr. 5. Muorray was the M.J
The refreshmenss were provided on a
lavish seale, and served up an great
style by the ladies

COLLIE HOSPITAL BALL.

The ball organised by the residents
of Collie in ail of the Gilgandra Hos
pital funds wasy a pronouneed suceess.
Thirty couples were present, and had &
most enjovable time. The hall was
prettily decorated for the oeeasion, and
the arrangements were satisfactorily
earried out Music was gratuitousiy
supplied by Messrs. O 'Connor Bros. J
Mitehell and T. Chapman, extras being
played by Miss Munro and others.
The mecretarial duties were in the cap-
able Iu.n]-h off Mr. J. C, Brophy. The
net result of the ball will amoust
about £23 -

COLLIE ODDFELLOWS

SOCIAL AT COLLIE
A euchre party wn
in ail of the Helgimn Fund was e
tended by about 50 conpdes,  The prie
winpers were Misse Clarn Smoth and
Mesars, J. Mitehell nnd o
A tlie Mr. | D'V annor was 1)
musician, and the refrashments wer
provided by Mesdames ¢ O Connor
4. O'Connor, Christie, Mitchell. Btew
art, MeNab. and the Misses Muny
The use of the hall was Erntuitousis
given by Mi. Pearce

COLLIE NEWS

On Thursday evening,25th, at the
newly erected residence of Mr. Chas.
Mook, a faroewell was tendered to
Mrs. H. Edwards, of ‘Bundy Joe,’
prior {o her departure from the dis-
trict. The eveniug wasa most en-
joyable one, dancing and card play-
g Le;:u;_; indu!gcd in unotil the
early honrs of last Friday morning.
Splendid music was sapplied by the
Messrs. O'Connor Bres. acd H.
Mclutyre (all violinists). At 12
o'clock sharp all present were re-
quested to come to lnncheon provid-
ed by Mr. Monk and lady frieods,
which was highly appreciated.
Among the visitors present were Jim
McKeown (Coo-ee) and Mrs. Me-
Keown.

danec at Collys

Kankmi

The party didn’t start
until the O’Connor boys
were in the house.

In the evenings, after a hard day's work, or following a sporting match, a dance, or a

community gathering, it was common for the O'Connors to settle in for a game of cards.

Most often, the game was cribbage, or simply crib, a pastime that had become deeply
embedded in working-class Irish culture by the late 1700s and which Patrick and Margaret

O'Connor almost certainly carried with them from County Limerick.? % Played around

kitchen tables, campfires, shearing sheds, and homestead verandahs, crib helped ease the

isolation of country life while strengthening friendships and community ties. The children of
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Patrick and Margaret, and the generations that followed them, inherited the same zeal for the

game. For the Balboora O’Connors, crib was more than a pastime. It was a small but enduring

connection to home, family, and their Irish heritage.
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Melbourne, before the Colony of Victoria even existed, and experienced Federation, which led
to the Commonwealth of Australia, of which he played an active role! At the time of his
death, William, along with his wife, Caroline Royal, had met every challenge of a pioneering
life with determination, resilience, and a strength of character that ensured their children

were well-equipped with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to succeed.
The following obituary appeared in the Catholic Press, Sydney.*®

DEATH OF MR. WILLIAM O’CONNOR

The death occurred recently at the Dubbo District Hospital of Mr. William O’Connor, of “Balboora,”
Collie, at the age of 65 years. Deceased had been a patient at the hospital at intervals, and bore his long
and trying illness with great fortitude. He was a native of Melbourne, and after following farming
pursuits in Victoria for a number of years, came to New South Wales some 12 years back, and had been
engaged in farming and grazing in the Collie area ever since. During his illness he was attended by the
Very Rev. Dr. Brophy and died fortified by the rites of the Church. He leaves a widow, seven sons and
two daughters to mourn their loss. The remains were conveyed to Gilgandra by train for interment
there. Very Rev. Dr. Brophy officiated at the graveside, R.I.P.

Little detail exists about the lives of William O’Connor’s elder sisters, Mary and Ellen. His
older brother Michael, who died in 1910, remained in Kyneton, raising his family on a farm
he named Balboora. Michael’s son, Patrick, later earned much public recognition as a
successful racehorse owner and breeder. William’s younger sister, Margaret, married George
William Royal, brother of Caroline O’Connor, and they had twelve children, ten of whom
survived to adulthood, with two, John and Catherine, dying in tragic circumstances. William
also lost his brother James to a dreadful wool carting accident near Walgett in 1907, while his

youngest sister, Catherine, died unmarried at Kyneton in 1931 at the age of 74.

Several of the children and grandchildren of George and Margaret Royal (O’Connor),
William’s sister and brother-in-law, settled in the Riverina, most notably their daughter
Letitia (next page), who married Finley farmer Thomas Healy in 1919. They established a
1,060-acre (429-hectare) farm west of Finley, which they named Balboora. Although Letitia
passed away in 1930, the property remained with the Healy family for many years, and in
2017, Balboora sold for $8 million. The farm had doubled in size and was considered prime
dairying country, with the sellers noting the Balboora property ... is considered the best farm in
the district.®
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William O’Connor’s niece,
Letitia Royal, who with her
husband Thomas Healy
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Yet forces far beyond their control were gathering, which soon would dramatically alter the
lives of everyone pictured. By mid-1914, drought conditions had tightened their grip on
Collie, while on the far side of the world, the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of
Austria set in motion events that would reshape the course of world history. The murder of
the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne unleashed an unstable chain of alliances,
nationalism, imperial rivalry, and militarism that rapidly transformed a regional crisis into a
global war. When Britain declared war on Germany on 4 August 1914, Australia, as part of

the British Empire, was automatically drawn into the conflict.
Australia was at war, Collie was in a drought, and many lives were about to be shattered.

The declaration of war drew immediate, intense media coverage and stirred deep
nationalistic emotion across the fledgling nation, uniting Australians in a mix of anxiety,
pride, and patriotic resolve. Australians volunteered in large numbers, with the first
significant engagement being the Gallipoli campaign in 1915, followed by combat on the
Western Front and in the Middle East.

From the outset of hostilities, many young men from Collie, particularly those struggling to
find work in the drought-stricken district, joined the fight to defend their country. With 3,000
acres to manage, the O’Connor brothers waited until the drought had broken before joining
the fight. George, Patrick, and Michael enlisted in 1916, while the youngest, Edward, joined
in 1917. Of the remaining O’Connor brothers, James and John were in their mid-to-late 30s,
married with young children, while Frederick shouldered the responsibility of ensuring the

continuity of their farming operations.

Many who enlisted in the early months of the war saw service as an exciting adventure.
When the O’Connor brothers answered the call, though, the danger and peril of the war were
well exposed, and they left Collie under no illusion that they might never see their loved
ones again. On Monday, 10 January 1916, the Collie community assembled to farewell seven
of their finest, including Michael and Patrick O’Connor, who were just days away from
enlisting with the Kookaburras at Mendooran on 12 January (next page).*! 2 The Kookaburras
marched from Tooraweenah to Bathurst, rallying support and enlisting men on their way.*
While marching with the Kookaburras, Arthur (Gundy) Mills wrote to his mother saying, in
part:
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Well mother, we are having a bosker time going along, plenty to eat and drink and smoke, it don’t cost
us much. I hope you are not fretting about me, as I am having the time of my life. Every night the people
along the road have a spread for us, and a dance, so you can guess what a time we are having. I hope all
the people are well. Remember me to all and give them my love. Tell “Vic” to drop me a line, I wish he
was here, as there are some characters amongst us who would just suit him. Von would not know me
now, as I got my halr clipped rlght oﬁ‘ as short as 1 could We have about 50 Kookaburras now and

s Camp. All the boys here are well.
R we got promoted the first

e are not doing too bad.*

on, Michael, next to
Mills and his mother.
he two women who

th other Collie mates,
bruary 1916 (next
popularly known as
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Mick, Paddy, and Geordie, were a shade over the average age of enlistees, who were mostly
in their early to mid-20s. In March 1916, Michael, Patrick, George, and Gundy Mills received
one week’s leave from their training camp at Bathurst. The young men spent the time
catching up with friends and family, including a large gathering at the Collie Hotel (below).*
George, while not in this picture, was spoken to by the Collie correspondent for the Gilgandra
Weekly, who said to him, Believe the people out there gave you a social evening, to which George

replied, You're wrong, they gave us a social week!*

Back Row (L-R): 1 Charlie Monk, 2 Bill Bogie, 3 Ted Bogie, 6 Vic Meers, 8 Eileen Chisholm, 9 Mrs John Brophy, 10 Ted Manusu.
Third Row: 3 Paddy McGrane. Second Row: 4 John Brophy, 7 Billy Pearse, 8 Dan Kilby. Front Row: 2 Frederick O’Connor, 3
Michael O’Connor, 4 Gundy Mills, 5 Edward O’Connor, 6 Patrick O'Connor, 7 Vic Munro, 8 Alf Mills.

The send-off for Michael O’Connor, Patrick O’Connor, and Gundy Mills at the Collie Hotel.
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COLLIE NEWS

(From Onr Com:podanl )

To those who visited Collic Hall
on Monday afternoon, if they were
not juformed of what was going to
take place, they might woll ask, is
King George or Lord Kitohener was
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tho soldiers. Mr Chas Brown who |

On Mouday aight thers was a
social gathering tendered Mr. O'Con-
uor and Mr. K. Qhisholm. There
was a largo attendance, and the pro.
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ncter, dancing being the chief
enjoyment. Mr. firophy occopied the
cbair, and wstic speeches were
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rendered llun
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wonld give hciw n them £40 to the
Brat Collie boy at the front whe wins

a V.C.

Gilgandra
Weekly,
Friday 14
January
1916.
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After an orientation and basic training at Bathurst, the O’Connor men, along with the rest of
Company B of the 45 Battalion of the Australian Infantry Force (AIF), boarded a train for
Sydney. Michael and Patrick must have impressed their superiors during initial training, as

both received promotions to Acting Corporal on 29 March 1916.

The Calm Before the Storm

On 14 April, George, Patrick, and Michael O’Connor, along with a handful of their Collie
mates, assembled at the Garden Island Wharf, Darling Harbour, Sydney, now as members of
the 12t Training Battalion, to embark on the HMAT A40 Ceramic bound for Alexandria, Egypt
(next pages).* Diaries kept by Private Edward Lynch from Bathurst, who also served with
the O’Connors in the 45" Battalion, provide a fascinating insight into the departure of
soldiers for the Great War.*° Lynch described in vivid detail the rousing, and often tearful
send-off received by soldiers as they marched through Sydney to the Garden Island Wharf,
where a crowd of relatives and an adoring mob of anonymous well-wishers, primarily young

women, awaited:

Through flag-bedecked streets we go ever onward. The windows and roofs of shops are gay with bright
flags and pretty, laughing girls. The crowds line the footpaths are happy in the bon camaraderie of their
farewell to us. Here and there are silent women in black, mute testimony to what has befallen others

who have marched before. We swing cheerfully on. 3 51

Soldiers walking along
Macquarie Street, Sydney,
on their way to their
transport ship.
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Once the soldiers had boarded (below):

...suddenly the gates swing open and the crowd charges onto the wharf. We coo-ee and call and they

answer. Streamers are thrown from the wharf and we catch them. We're a happy-go-lucky, carefree

lot...we see two older women with eyes ever searching, searching for the last glimpse of a loved face.

Theyre the mothers and wives, the silent sufferers amongst the seemingly carefree throng. Men are
&y erect and calm. 52 53

An AIF
transport
ship ready
to leave.

The Boys of the
with their name and

p, and as the vessel

unites in a last song of
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The HMAT
A40 Ceramic.

How strange it must have felt for the Collie lads, not only as they waved farewell to their

family, friends, and sweethearts, but as they sailed around the southern half of Australia

stopping at Freemantle in Western Australia, then to Columbo, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and

Bombay (now Mumbai) in India, through to the Red Sea, navigating the Suez Canal and then

a short hop in the Mediterranean to the seaport of Alexandria, near Cairo, Egypt!

The poem (below), written by 17-year-old Eileen Chisholm to her sister, just hours after their

brother, Donald Chisholm, enlisted, captures well the heartbreak felt by those close to these

brave young men.%

Gilgandra Weekly,
Friday 6 April 1917.
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hearts of many who esnpot be um:
war, sirters, mothars, P8 fatl
and brothers, toe, buk: o
Wi bot work and pray
F:rn‘:nn who uphald ear honot
| S mauy miles away.
Yaar ace looks sad to-dey Nall,
With a look of recant care.
What sorrow has crussed yoor path.

)
A;:I I,m itn ahadow there ?
;4 indend as you say dear,
. "l'th.:l :1; h-if with sorrow awalls;

For to-day my brother ssils
u;'nr l.h:rl.'i.,i!ant Dardanalles.

I thaoght perhaps to have kepk bim
.;.:nlim. till ba had ko go,
Far how many youog lives have falles

Balore the crocl foe P

Yoor soiraw, Nell, is u wore oo,
Bob perhaps may pass &WAY,
For m:r fond sisters nad mokbacs

Ars moaraing their dead to-day.

When agr men aro sorely noeded
To belp aceeas the foam,
Aod whon daty calls, our boys, Holl,
Cau't stay with their frionds al
home.

Just think ! wheu they como bask
home Na
OF the bozoe that waila thaday ;
And when it makes oa sad, Nall
Then think the other way. |

We nisters most slay st bame, Nell,
Wa can bat work and pray

For those who sphold car booor
8o maay miles sway.

Then losk st the mdded glory
That awaits & volaotesr §

It whows & loyal soldier
Who holds his country dear,

Whea tho soonrge of war is saded
And the world ia blessed with

[pasca, '
Australin’s nume will'aver shine 4]
Within & golden wreath.
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In Egypt, the 45t Battalion, whose ranks were filled mainly by New South Wales recruits and
experienced Gallipoli men from the 13t Battalion travelled to Tel-el-Kebir. At Tel-el-Kebir, a
vast Australian base camp in the desert, the O’Connor boys received additional military
training with the 12" Training Battalion. The training involved specific instruction in

musketry, bayonet use, route marching, trench construction and tactics, and, importantly,

dria aboard the troopship
or further training at
amp served as a key
e being deployed to
focus on live-fire
counter in France
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Postcard from George O’Connor to Eileen
Chisholm showing (Front L-R — Michael, George,
Patrick, and Don) deckside on the Ceramic.

Michael O’Connor also kept a diary during his service, and in it he described how he and his
brothers, while at Bathurst, played cricket against St Stanislaus, where he noted they got beat
by 26 runs. He spoke fondly of his send-off in Collie and had a bonser march through Bathurst
before embarking on the Ceramic. Michael recounted a stop at Columbo, Ceylon, where he
noted ...a very pretty sight...had a real good time...plenty of beer. Michael enjoyed the trip up the
Suez Canal, where he ...passed by some big camps, thousands of troops and camels, splendid sights,
and saw a seaplane. He was, though, less favourable in his comments about Egypt, where he
lamented ... had a pretty rough time, hot winds had to cart our stuff on vans and pull them

ourselves.s0

The Western Front

On 5 September 1916, the O’Connor brothers crossed the English Channel and arrived at
Etaples, Pas-de-Calais, France, which was home to the largest British Army base and training
camp on the Western Front. Here they remained until 22 September 1916, when they were
taken on strength and rushed into battle in the Somme region, at Gueudecourt, a village in
northern France.®! As both Michael and Patrick held the rank of Acting Corporal, their ranks
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reverted to Private upon entering France. In contrast, on 3 January 1917, George received a

substantive promotion in the field to the rank of Lance Corporal.©2 63 64 65
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pleurisy.” Declared unfit for further active service, he was repatriated to Sydney aboard the

hospital ship Medic, arriving home on 9 October 1918.% ¢ Michael, on the other hand, was

extremely fortunate to survive the Western Front. On 22 December 1916, he was struck down

with spinal meningitis and admitted to a field hospital, prompting military authorities to

notify his mother, Caroline, that his condition was critical and life-threatening.” He was

quickly evacuated to England and transferred to Beaufort Military Hospital in Bristol, where

he was declared medically unfit for further service. Returning to Australia aboard the

hospital ship Barambah, Michael arrived in Sydney on 8 April 1917 and, after a lengthy

period of convalescence, he was formally discharged on 26 July 1917.7* George too suffered

during this period of the campaign, spending a week in a field hospital recovering from

influenza after being admitted on 5 May 1917.72

COLLIE- NEWS
(From onr Representative)

REGRETTABLE NEWS.

Early Inst week » cablegram was
received in Collie, intimating that
Corporal Mick O'Connor was very
ill. Corporal 0'Cosnor left here
abcat twelve months ago, and has
been on active service in the famons
Somme battle. We all wish bima

speedy recovery.

INVALIDED HOME.

Dariug last week Mrs (i onnor,
of # Balboors,” Uollie, weat to SJ_I'LI-
ney to meet her son, Private Mick
'Connor, whe was inralided home

after an attack of meningitis. Mrs.
('Connor has retarned, bat her son
is at present in an isolation ward at
Randwick. It is thonght he will be
able to retarn to Colle in & week or

Lately lotters have been received
from guite a namber of oar boys at
the front. Private Tom B‘I'D‘Elh!,

writing to a friend, vividly descril
the life of & soldier on the other side.
No one can realise, he says, what the
soldier bas to content himself with.
Oun one occasion heand & pal set to
work to drain their trench of the
mad and slosh, nsing sn old spide
for the task. The first thing they
strack when they thrast the spade
into the mad, was the dead body of &
QGerman, who had been lying under
the mud for some time. The Marray
boys are still in the thick of it over
in France. Private George 0'Connor
in still hara st it, too ; his brothera,
Mick and Paddy, have been ill ir a
London hospital.

COLLIE NEWS

- —
(From our Representative.)
—

Mrs. O'Connor, of *Balboora,” re-
ceived word doriog the week that
her son, Private Mick O'Coosor, who
enlisted with the *“Kookaburras,”
will be due to arrive in Aostralia st
the end of the month, beiog invalided
home after an sttack of meningitis,
contracted while 1o the trenches in

Frauoce.

~SOLDIER'S LETTER

—_——

Following is & copy of & letter
recently reseived by E. Bogie, from
8gt. Don Chisholm, who enlisted
from “Piue Lodge,” Collie, Under
date 81-7-17.

Jast & line trostisg yoo are well,
sinoe last writing you | have been
woonded. My woand was nnt very
serioas, & piece of shrapoel throogh
the calf of my right leg, and [ am
nearly hesled up now. | got my
woand on 7th. Jane, st the famoos
Mossines Ridge. Poor old Geordie
O'Connor was less lacky thaa I, as
I\‘o bas  been posted missing  ever
tiooe, bat he is believed to be killed
snd I sm afraid this is most likaly
a8 we gol into & pretly warm eorner
o that moraing, sod oar desth roll
was a heavy one.

Pat bad not joined the battalion
op when I gol woanded, bat I believe
be bas since done #o as I had » letter
from him & fow days age he saye he
is now quite well, and in the best of
spirits. We have bad terrfble wet
weather here this last fow days, and
it is very miserable baviog to sta
ildnmu al! the time. - y

isk O'Cobnor should be boms
now, be lolt England in Apeil, poar
old Wiok is walugky to be so serions-
Iy ill, bat if he alright aguin he
is woll Yomb of it"™ . :

Gilgandra Weekly,
Friday 19 January 1917.

Gilgandra Weekly,
Friday 9 March 1917.

Gilgandra Weekly,
Friday 22 June 1917.
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Aside from military communication to the next of kin, The Gilgandra Weekly kept the
residents of Collie well informed about the war with regular updates in their Collie News
section, and news of Michael and Patrick’s ill health spread quickly to the people of Collie, as
well as the likelihood that Michael would be returning home sometime in July 1917. It was

also revealed that George O’Connor was missing, and likely killed in action (previous page).”
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Yarra providing escorts for sections of the journey. During this time, German submarines
called U-boats were actively targeting troop ships in the North Atlantic Ocean. Rather than
steering a course directly for England, the HMAT A38 Ulysses first arrived at Suez, Egypt, on
16 January 1918. After a short stay, the ship then embarked on a brief sea journey to Port
Said, Egypt, where the HMAT A38 Ulysses crossed the Mediterranean Sea and disembarked
the 1+t Pioneers at Taranto, Italy. The 1t Pioneers then took a lengthy train journey to
Cherbourg, France, where they boarded another troop ship for a short voyage across the
heavily guarded English Channel, arriving at Southampton, England, on 13 February 1918.
Following his convoluted journey across the world, Edward O’Connor found himself in
intensive training at the Sutton Veny camp in Wiltshire, where he remained until 24 January
1919. Edward then crossed the English Channel once more, where he was taken on strength
with the 14" Reinforcements in France. Edward, though, saw minimal action on the Western
Front. From birth, Edward had suffered from infantile paralysis, which caused significant
atrophy of the muscles of his left thigh, an impairment that his commanding officers believed
would expose him on the frontlines. Edward argued that he was fit to fight, but to no avail,
and he was transferred to non-active duties in the Graves Registration Detachment, a

deployment he held until the end of the war (below).”

7o Q& PUT W SINGLE  LrAviés

Members of the Graves
Registration Detachment,
Australian section, of the
Imperial War Graves unit
loading bodies from a mass
grave to be put in single
graves.

The Marthaguy Shire Council decreed that every local man returning from the war would be
honoured with a gold medal. When Michael O’Connor returned home, the Collie community
gathered for a celebratory banquet, during which local dignitaries paid tribute to his service.
Amid warm applause, Mr Brophy awarded Michael with his medal on behalf of the shire
council. In presenting the medal, Mr Brophy told the gathering:
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It was a source of great pleasure to be present to welcome Mick O’Connor home again. After being in

France for some time the young soldier had the misfortune to be stricken down with the awful disease,

meningitis. However, Private O’Connor had done his duty — a fact on which he might well feel proud!$!
While overjoyed at Michael’s return, Caroline O’Connor knew in her heart of hearts that
George would not again set foot on Balboora. Just days after Edward’s enlistment, Caroline

gorge William O’Connor, or

: Ridge, Belgium, on 7

DUTY DORB!

[From oor Collie Representative.]
—

| A fow woek ago. word was receir-
ed iu Collie statiog: that Lanos-Cor-
| poral Goorge '0'Conner /had been
posted aa_miming “Somewhere in
Fraoce.” Dariog those weeks what
i me it has been for the
0'Connor family! Daringall the
interveniog weeks hope was enter-
tained for Lianoce-Corporal O"Connor’s
safoty. AN this anxiety has come to
anend, Alus! A sad one, too!
The last mail contained letters from
bis frionds (Iate brothers in arms)
Riving an scconnt of George's death.
Nothing definite as to how he met
i | | bis death is known, other thao the
7th Jane was the fatefol dasy—the
day on which he made the supreme
sacrifice for the love of country, his
peopls, and the traditions of the
British Empire.
or bero was {amiliarly known as
Geordie"—beloved by all who knew
bim (and they were many, and not
confined to this distriot alons). Pos-
sessing & most jovial dispositios,
eoopled with straight-forwardness
and o keen sport, hisname was as.
sociated in every brauch of spore
loeally, aod in any movemeot which
was for the welfars of the town snd
district, He always tk an active
part in ererything, aod the old
aports olaly, formed bere some years
ago, known as tbe Collis Amatear
Sports Clab, bas lost ita leader, for
#@eordie” was nearly slways its sec-
retary, always carrying out his duties
to the satiefaction of all. A sport
y us, he died 2 hero's death,
W atill boldiug the title of = aport. We
‘we all remember wheo, on his departars
from Collie, he said he was goiog
away to do bis daty. This ho has
done—he has kept bis word—as he
alwaysdid! Daty dooe, sad done
nobly.”

‘Should oar dear boys who are an
the otber side st present have the
good fortane toretorn (and we pray
that they will), how sad wo will feal
when our gyes are cast on those gups
—tbe vabant places of Privates W.
Smith/J, Miller, and our lats hero,

Geogdie. There are others I conld

mention whose whersaboats are um.

Gortain, bat hope bids us wait for
news of them.

The deopest sympatby is expres-
sed for the O'Connor family. Itiss
sad blow, bat at least they have the
consolstion of knowing that George
did bis duty. Al that is left for as
tn aav is “ Thy will be done !"

3 August 1917.
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Messines Ridge, Belgium

By 20 January 1917, German forces had begun withdrawing to the fortified Hindenburg Line
(see earlier map). The next objective for the 45" Battalion, including George O’Connor, was
the capture of Messines Ridge in West Flanders, Belgium, a position of immense strategic
importance. In preparation, the 15t Australian Tunnelling Company had secretly placed
nearly one million pounds (450,000 kilograms) of explosives within 24 mines, some up to 30
metres beneath the ridge. At 3:10 a.m. on 7 June, the mines were detonated. Nineteen
colossal explosions destroyed the German front-line positions, killing an estimated 10,000
soldiers and creating, what was then, the largest man-made explosion in history, reportedly
heard as far away as London and Dublin. Lance Corporal George O’Connor witnessed the
overwhelming force of the blasts, which shattered German defences and morale. Infantry of
the 13t and 14 Battalions advanced swiftly to secure the ridge, while the 45" Battalion
followed in support, tasked with clearing the surviving German resistance. Many German
troops had taken refuge in ruined farmhouses and reinforced concrete shelters, known as
pillboxes, from which they continued to fire upon advancing Australians. It was amid this
deadly crossfire that Lance Corporal George William O’Connor lost his life.®” 88 8 % The
remarkable achievements of the Australian tunnellers and infantry at Messines were later
documented by military historian Will Davies and helped inspire the Australian feature film
Beneath Hill 60 (below).%!

Beneath Hill 60 —
Messines Ridge,
Belgium, Western
Front, 7 June 1917.

Will DAVIES:
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A Brotherly Farewell

During the Great War, the Red Cross played a vital role in examining the circumstances
leading to the injury and death of many soldiers, a task too time-consuming to be
undertaken by the military leadership. A Red Cross investigation of George’s death revealed
that d only to be felled by a shot
where it fell, in the
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The Belgian Collie Girl

Gilgandra Weekly,
Friday 2 February
1917.

Balboora, Collie 1902-1923

George O’Connor’s Marble Plaque.

BELGIAN GIRL ARRIVES AT
~ COLLIB

J
DAUGHTER OF MRS. J.
O'CONNOR

—_—
DESCBIBES GERMAN ATRO-
CITES

—

BEEN IN FIVE BOMBARD-
MENTS

=
From our Collie Correspondent

After many months of anxious
waiting the Belgian danghter of.Mn
Jack O'Connor has at last arrived.
It will be remembered that close on
seven years ago Mrs O'Connor, sc-
companied by Mr O'Connor, took a
trip home to Belginm, where Mrs
0'Connor left her daughter in the
care of her sisters to be educated in
ber own native tongne. At the time
she was only ten years of nge.

When war broke ont this young

English, our young friend vividly
describes some frightful atrocities

she was an eve-witness.  On one
ocension she saw a8 group of men
huddled together near a large holein
the gronnd.  Around each one of the
group barbed wire was fixed, and
and then the torture commenced.

girl was in the midst of the shot and |
ghell from the brutal German army. |
Although not u fluent speaker of |

perpetrated by the Grrmans, of which '

The Germans twitched the wire with
twitch sticks, drawing the anfortn-
nate group of men into a tortared
| heap. Imagine the frightfalness of
this ! Still the twitching of the wire
| went on, until the last breath of life
| had almost departed from each. To
,end their sufferings the man nearest
' the grave was shot down, his weight
pulling the next victim on to the
| brink : and he in torn met the same
| fate, and 8o on until the last unfor-
tunate fonnd relief in death.

Another instance of barbarity wit-
| nessed by this yonng girl was in the
case of an old man and his little son.
They were taken out into the open,
where a grave was in readiness for
the boy. He was mnde stand with
his back to the grave, and a firing
party was then called on to shoot
him, When shot, the boy fell back-
wards into his last resting place, and
the old heart-broken father was made
fill in the grave! Think of this for
& few moments, and one has the ut-
most sympathy for this givl, who was
in no less than five bombardments. On
one occasion she and a yonng lady
friend walked to Antwerp, a distance
of 24 miles, fleeing from the danger
zone.  What an experience all this
| must have been! Apart from this,
'she bas also been in the trenches,
(and amongst wounded soldiers.

The voyage out was one of excite-
ment, too!  On one occasion the ship
in which she was voyaging was sta-
tionary for five days, owing to a sub-
marine heing in the near vicinity.

In early 1917, Caroline O’Connor had three sons serving on the Western Front and another

impatient to join them. Such circumstances would have tested any mother, yet amid these

anxieties, another son, John, known as Jack, became involved in a remarkable wartime story
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that attracted attention well beyond the Collie district. Jack had married Antwerp-born
Josephine Alida Therese Korsten in 1906, and together they were raising a family in
Australia. However, when the couple travelled to Belgium in 1910, Josephine’s young
daughter, Yvonne, remained in Antwerp in the care of her aunt.* Just six years later, with

Belgium under German occupation and the Great War raging across Europe, Yvonne was

Belgium became the
e Battle of Messines.
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The Collie community, whose families had already sacrificed much for the war effort, rallied
on the home front to pack boxes, knit socks, and raise funds for those serving overseas. Few
embodied this spirit more than Caroline O’Connor. Widely admired for her stoicism,
patriotism, generosity, and tireless service to others, she had become one of the district’s
most respected women. This standing was reinforced in the 1917 Collie Community War
Chest, which raised £752 (approximately $150,000 in today's money).? One of the fundraising
activities was a ballot to determine Collie’s most popular woman, in which Caroline was

narrowly defeated by just 50 votes, polling 19,022 to the winner’s 19,072 (previous page).®’

Post War Blues

As the welcome-home celebrations faded and medals were quietly placed away in drawers, a
silent heartache settled over Collie. Families mourned those who would never return, while
the men who came home were no longer the carefree and cheerful lads who had marched
away with the Cooees and the Kookaburras.’® For the O’Connor family, George’s death left a
wound that cut deeply. A highly valued and respected community leader and an inspiration
to his brothers, his absence was profoundly felt. Patrick, Michael, and Edward returned
bearing the unseen scars of war, with the lingering illnesses suffered by Patrick and Michael

casting long shadows over their remaining years.

With the war an unspoken memory, Patrick, Michael, and Edward O’Connor all married,
acquired land through the Soldier Settlement Scheme and settled back into farming life to
rebuild their lives.” 1% Patrick married Olive Pearl Paton in Gilgandra in 1920 (next page), a
match made at least six years earlier when Olive’s sister Eva married Patrick’s good mate Joe
Mitchell in her hometown of Burrendong.!’! As Joe’s best man, Patrick presented both Eva
and her bridesmaid, Olive, with gold brooches.'® No doubt Olive held this gift close to her

heart during the war years, praying for Patrick’s safe return.

Patrick and Olive had eight children: Owen, Elizabeth, Colleen, William, Clare, Thomas,
Patricia, and Michael. Patrick farmed Glenwood until 1930, when his deteriorating health
forced the family to move to a more favourable climate at Waitara, a northern suburb of
Sydney. In 1934, Patrick wrote to the Gilgandra Weekly:
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LIKES WAITARA. NEWS FROM MR. P. O'CONNOR

We are in receipt of the following letter from Mr. “Paddy” O’Connor, a former well-known identity of
the Collie district, who some short time ago took his departure for Waitara, in the Newcastle district, in
the-hope that the change of climate would prove beneficial to his health, which has been impaired as the
result of war injuries. We note with pleasure that he is contented in his new surroundings, a view that
will heshazed b ki legign of fricude poneciglly ot Collic e gre settled down here now in our own

W doesn’t seem to be homely. 1
spot to live in—the climate
t rain it’s too bad. I took a
was quite surprised to
ind has another one that
 —it, is like a letter from
en in the city. [ am

old friends.” 13

acquarie Park
passed away in 1957
next page). %
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Upon his return, Michael O’Connor wasted little time in marrying Kathleen Cridland at
Dubbo in 1918 (previous page).'®> They made their home at Balladoran, where Michael
selected a 609-acre (247-hectare) block, later adding two adjacent blocks, resulting in a 1,838-
acre (744-hectare) farm he called Frankland, in a nod to his dearly departed brother, Frank
O’Connor. Michael and Kathleen had six children: Francis, Mary, John, Leo, Joan, and
Patrick. Kathleen O’Connor, who had a serious illness, sadly passed away in 1941, aged just
44.1% Michael died in 1961, aged 73, and he is buried with Kathleen at Dubbo.

The youngest of the O’Connors, Edward O’Connor, selected 640 acres, near Collie, in the
Parish of Coradgerie on the northern side of the Marthaguy Creek. In 1926, Edward married
Claudia Walker in Narrabri, and shortly afterwards, they sold up and relocated to Newcastle,
where Edward took on a retail business at Brunker Street, Adamstown (below).1” He and
Claudia had five children Patrick, Cornelius, Terrence, Claude and Mary, with Edward
passing away in 1970 at 71 years, while Claudia O’Connor died in 1993 at the ripe old age of
95. Both are buried at Sandgate, Newcastle.

DFATH OF MR. PATRICK | ycars ago, duc to indifferent
O'CONNOR \ health, he went to Sydney to re-

side and was lecated at Waitaibs.

A—

Deceased is survived Dy a widow |
The death occurred at Rand- | and eight children, the youngest
wick Milt.re Hospital, Sydney, | heing three years, and to these

| on the morning of 14th July, of
Mr. Patrick O'Connor, at the age
of 55 years. Deceased wasg a re-
| turned soldie., and during service
with the A.I.F. was gassed, This
| <ubsecuently told aguingt him, and
| since 1033 he was ; drequent
Vviitov to hospital, and was un
inmate fop three months on the
lust occlsion,

A son of the Jate My, and Mrs
William O'Connor, deceased was
born at Eucha, Victoyia, and came
to thi: district with his purents
in 1901, when the parents pur-
chased  “Bulbojora”, Collie, in
whicl district  the family was
widely known and highly re:pect-
¢, When the call camg to our
nianhood duiing the Great War
| diys of 1Y14-1B, deceased was
vne of four brothers who answ-
ered that call.  One brother,
Geerge, paid the supreme sacri-
fice. Returning 'from the war,
the late Mr. O'Connjor becume
the owner of “Glenwood,” Collie,
which he kept posse.sion of until
he passed away. About eight

the sympathy of a large circle of
friends will be extended in their
) s2d bercavement, The children|
are: Owen (Glenwood, Collie),|
William, Tom, Michacl, Elizabeth,
Oolleen, Cliiye and Patricia, all
of whem eside with their mother
at Waitara, Deceased is also sur-
vived by the following brothers
and sisters: Mr. Joh, O'Connor
(Collie), Mr. Frederick O'Con
nor (Collie), Mr. Michael 0'Con
nor (Balladoran), Mr, FEdware
O'Conno:  (Neweastle), Mrs.
Turner (Warreny and Mrs, Hen-
nessy (Narranders).

The body was removed from the
hospital to the Qutholic Chuvch,
| Waitara, where Benediction was
held Sunday night and a Requiem
Ma:s 0, Monday morning by the
Rev. Father Hall. The fuperal
left the chuich for the Catholic
portion of the Northern Suburbs
. Cemetery, Fathen Hall also offici
ating at thg graveside.

Funeral arrangements were ¢am
ried out by Mr. W, N. Bull, of

awtaw..

Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 25 July 1940.

Edward O’Connor and Claudia Walker, 1926.
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Balboora, Collie Listed for Sale

Following the deaths of William and George O’Connor, both Balboora and Lisfarran continued
under family control. At Christmas 1923, following what must have been a profound family
discussion, James and Patrick O’Connor, as the executors of both William and George’s

estates ale : : Ralboora, on the market. In

al, the Macquarie
> sale scheduled for 6

e Dubbo Liberal

d Macquarie
ocate, Tuesday
January 1924.

notable success in
prting pursuits,
ommitment was most

e, and the family
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raising funds with remarkable dedication. The period was also marked by the tragic death of
young Frank and the passing of William, as well as the marriages of James, John, Patrick,
Frederick, Michael, and Edward. At the centre of it all, though, stood Caroline, whose quiet
strength held the family strong.

By 1924, the 2,900-acre (1,174-hectare) Balboora was in the hands of Frederick O’Connor, and
he joined his cousins, Patrick O’Connor at Kyneton and Letitia Healy at Finley, to hold
properties bearing the Balboora name. Chapter 6 — Fred’s Balboora 1924-1964 focuses on the life

and time of Frederick O’Connor and his family at Balboora, Collie.
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Chapter 6

Fred’s Balboora 1924 - 1964
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Fred and Eileen

Fred’s Balboora 1924-1964

Frederick O’Connor and Eileen Chisholm were well-known to each other, with Fred’s

brother, George, and Eileen’s brother, Donald, being mates. They married on 24 October 1917
at Gilgandra (below).® Eileen was the daughter of Donald and Ellen Chisholm. Donald
managed Pine Lodge near Collie. Before moving to Collie, the Chisholms lived at Barooga,

NSW, across the Murray River from Cobram, Victoria. Donald, a Scotsman, managed sheep
for the Scottish Chirnside family, who, through the 1800s, had assembled one of the largest
sheep-grazing empires in southeastern Australia.

'WEDDING 'BELLS -

—_—

0’CONNOR—CHISHOLM
24th, i
On Wedneadsy, October , in
the BomC-ﬂt{;lia Chureh, Collie,
kho marringe waa celebrated by Rev.
har Parkor (Gilgsudrs) of Mr
erick O'Connor, son of Mra W
‘Conpor, “Bslbora," with Miss
Zileen Jean Chigholm, daughter of
and Mrs D. Chisholm, “Pine
Lodge," Gilgsndrs. The bride en-
kered the church, which waa nicaly
Bocorated by lady {riends of the
bride, on the arm of her father, who
gave hor awny, Shs was attended
by her [only sister, Miss Kathlesn
IChisholm, #s bridesmaid, Mr Mick
0'Connor, brother of the bridegroom,
lsoted as best man. The bride was
Iattired in & gown of ivory crepe de
lohene, trimmed ghadow lace, with
toaches of silser. The orthodox
wreath and veil being worn. The
idesmaid's frock was of white

pailette silk, trimmed Maltesc lsce,
white silk ruched hat, saxe blne vel-
vet roaes and streamers. The bride-
groom's present to the bride waa a
gold esble bracelet, together with a
bouquet of snowdrops, lilliea nf the
valloy, and maiden hair fern : and to
the bridesmaid a gold hasket bangle,
and bouquet of sweet and roses. The
bride’s present to the bridegroom

. was a pair of gold aleeve links. The

bride’s travelling frock was of navy
crepe de chope, white sailor collar,
hat en snite, white ostrich neck boa.
The wedding breakfsst was held at
Mr J. Brophy's Collie Hatel. Great
eredit is dué to Mr and Mre Brophy
for the excellent, and mout elegmnt
manner in which everything waa
carried out. During the aftarnoon
the happy couple left, mid showers of|
confotti, by motor car for Gilgaodrs,
whore they caught the train for
Sydney, where the honeymoon will
bo spent.  Thair future home ia
“Lisfarren,” Collie. To tha nowly|
married couple we extend onr hearly

congratulations.

Gilgandra Weekly, Friday
2 November 1917.

In the years before William’s death in 1913, he and Caroline O’Connor were living in

Brisbane Street, Dubbo. After his passing, Caroline returned to Balboora, where Fred and

Eileen cared for her. Photographs (next page) taken at Balboora show Caroline and her

daughter-in-law Eileen seated in a sulky, and Caroline enjoying the sunshine while knitting.*

Declining health in the late 1920s eventually forced Caroline to leave Balboora and return to

Dubbo, where her son Jack spent much time with her until her death on 4 September 1929.

Caroline’s passing was deeply felt by the O’Connor family and many throughout the Collie

district. The Gilgandra Weekly remembered her as one of its most generous and respected

residents, whose life would remain imprinted on the sands of time, while an obituary published

in The Catholic Press eloquently spoke to the love and admiration she inspired (next page).’ ¢
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Caroline

e Mary O'Connor.
th ocenrred recemtly in a private
t Dubbo of Caroline May O’Con
e ripe old age of 76 years. De-
1 been an old and highly-respect-
ht of the Collie district for 28
late husband predeceased her by
vears, and she had resided in
treet, Dubbo, for some time prior
th. The O’Connor family, of
,’? Collie, are among the oldest
bf that distriet, and Sl‘\'l‘ll('ﬂ was
and wide for her charitable and
nature. She is survived by fi
daughters, 40 grandchildren, and
grandehildren, all of whom have
thy of a large circle of friends
d bereavement. The sons are
onamble), John (Collie), Pat
Jlenwood,” Collie),  Frederick
a,” Collie), Michael (‘‘Frank
lladoran), and Edward (New
pnd the daughters Mesdames
arren) and Hennessy (Narran
¢ remains were conveyed to Gil-
and after prayers in the
eh were interred in the Catho-
i of the cemetery at that town,
se of her late husband and a son.
1 cortege was a large and repre
one. Rev. Father Parker con-
b ceremopy at the chureh and
R.L.P.
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Farming Balboora

During the 1920s, farming at Balboora centred on sheep grazing, wool production, and cereal
cropping, particularly wheat. Horses were indispensable, providing transport and supplying
the power needed to pull ploughs and other farm machinery. Four undated photos capture

farm work at Balboora (below).” 8

Daily life at Balboora through the
1920s. Note the plough pictured

bottom right of the panel, and what
remains of this plough today (right).
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Shortly after taking the reins at Balboora, Fred, as well as Patrick McGrane, Charles Monk,
Solomon Murray, Morton McDonald, William Barr, John Brophy, William Pearse, and
William Fife, were interviewed in the Collie Hall by members of a NSW Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Public Works charged with investigating the viability of a rail line
between Warren and Quambone (next page).® In his evidence to the standing committee,

and grazier with about

cres was required to
attening cattle and
e. He also indicated
o scientific farming
rmers were those
n as an expert

se of ensilage with

age to stockowners in
ost only 10 head in 12

ic and civic

he Collie Hotel

hy conducted the
Fenton, and

r the hotel and

sehold. The onset of
in late 1929,
Wales.> Wool prices
he late 1920s to less
of shearing, seed,
tensely hot summer

incided with
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collapsing markets. Many Collie farmers fell into overwhelming debt, forcing some to walk
off their farms. Graziers fared little better, boiling down sheep for tallow.?> 1¢ 7 Government
wheat and wool tariffs offered limited relief, failing to stabilise markets and deepening the

financial strain on rural families.!®

NSW Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Public Works, Collie
Consultation.

Back (L-R): 1 Patrick
McGrane, 2 Frederick
O’Connor, and 4
Solomon Murray.

Front (L-R): 1 Morton
McDonald, 3 John
Brophy, and 4 William
Pearse.

During the hot, dry summer of 1929/30, Fred and his young family including Jean (11), Don
(10), Jack (8), Max (6), Brian (4), Keith (2), and with Eileen eight-months pregnant with Ken,
not only had to contend with drought, but all six of his children were struck down at the
same time with gastroenteritis, with three taken to Idaleigh Private Hospital in Gilgandra for
treatment!!® The picture (below) of Fred with his children in the vegetable garden was taken
at about this time.?

Fred, Keith, Don, Max,
Jack, Jean, and Brian busy
in the vegetable garden.
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As if conditions weren’t difficult enough, a double disaster in August 1932, placed further
stress on the O’Connor household. Fred’s harness shed was destroyed by fire, and just days
later, while he and Jean were travelling in the sulky, the horses shied, overturning the gig

and ruining the sulky. Thankfully, neither Fred nor Jean was injured.?

aked havoc on the

ered crops, dust
ished or were boiled
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down by farmers for tallow. A report in the Gilgandra Weekly (previous page) captured the
scale of the crisis confronting farmers across the district.?? Grinding poverty forced many
families onto relief rations, drove young men to leave in search of work, and compelled
countless farmers to abandon their holdings. Over time, many small selections were
absorbed into larger pastoral estates, making the Great Depression and drought years a
defining period of hardship that permanently transformed farming and community life

across the western districts.

As the hardships of 1930-36 took their toll, many western graziers and wheat-growers began
turning their attention southward to the newly irrigated plains of the Riverina and northern
Victoria, where government-backed schemes such as the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area
(MIA) promised reliable water, fertile soils, and more secure returns. With growing towns,
diversified farming opportunities, and renewed optimism emerging after the worst of the
Great Depression, the MIA offered hope to families seeking recovery after years of drought,
dust storms, and debt. In February 1936, Fred and Eileen packed Jean, Don, and Jack into the
family car. They set off on an extended tour through the Riverina and Victoria, renewing
family ties and visiting old acquaintances. Given the difficult years the family had endured,
the trip may also have been an opportunity to assess whether a move south offered a more
promising future. As a frequent contributor to the Gilgandra Weekly, Eileen submitted a
detailed report describing the places they visited, praising the gardens, farms, and especially
the MIA, where she marvelled at the fruit canneries and butter factories at Leeton. She

finished her contribution by saying:

...that after returning home to find Collie refreshed by widespread rain, the good green acres of home
compares favourably with the land in any of our pleasant and enlightening motor tour.?

How Fred and Eileen O’Connor managed to keep their large young family and farm afloat
during these harsh years is difficult to imagine, especially given that Eileen delivered their
eighth child, Colin, at Gilgandra in 1931.% Fred and Eileen would not have any more
children until their last two, Terry in 1937 and Ian in 1939.

Even in those tough years, some excitement found its way to Balboora. In January 1931, a car
thief on the run from the police tried to force his way into the O’Connor home, only to be
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met by the formidable Eileen and firmly repelled. The Gilgandra Weekly carried the story

(below).?
SENS. NAL ARRES | iluc th'ngs a pliceman would nesd | tien of Wenboabb ¢ aryy the Wairea
ATIO T . in apprehending desperate men, r.ndi police communicated with, antie pats
ST © returngi to the seene in a car. N ing that he would make that way.
CARTHIEE CJ_‘U:'?T AT . | found one man asleep in the car tind ! The man apparently changgl  his
- | arrested him. Wh'' t talkings to kim mind and late vesterday aftcrnoun

onch ne ' was near Mellveen's *Orlando® pe -
;. the | Cperty, and last n'ght he eallgl on A

con | ip, O'Conner, who.c property '+ net
| far from Armatree. i methol of
I:'.I elitng., and the distance covered
tin such a short time (it wiu'd be
over 30 miles) points to L man he-
ng an expert buthman, It ¢ expreted
at he is now ‘n the Guwargambene
Pstrict. In the back of the car was
ourjf a collection of various trols, in
luding & large pa'r of bolt cutters
o car was ‘n the same condit'on a3
‘hem it was sto'en and had ‘uly
overed 112 miles, They passed
hreugh Gilgandra on Tuesday night,
waving been hilng in and around
rmatree for four days previously.
At the Collie Pol'ee Court this
orming, hefore Mr. W, Pearce, J.I.
fenry  Joseph Cowston, aged 30
cears, alias FEugene De Flrn, was
karged with breaking and enterng
rawn's Motar Gorage, Coonamble,
r. January 15, and on the request of
he polies was remanded to the Coo-
amble Plice Court on February 5.
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onnor family life
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pal with Erica from The Catholic Press in Sydney.?® In one of her letters, she described Collie
(below).? During a 1929 tour of New South Wales, the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
(MSC), represented by the Reverend Fathers A. Goodmand and M. J. Ryan, conducted events
in Dubbo, including a Notable Communion Breakfast.*® As part of this visit to the area, Father
Ryan conducted a mission at the Collie Catholic Church, which was attended by the

O’Connors, with Jean noting in one of her letters to Erica, that:

Last month we had a mission at our church in Collie. Father Ryan, a Sacred Heart Missionary,
conducted it: he was very nice, and instructed us in our Catechism. I was able to attend every morning
and night.3!

‘“Balboora,’’ Collie, via Gilgandra, N.8.W,
Dear Eriea,—It scems such a long time
since T’ w_rote to you, I thought T would
like to write again. I am going to tell vou
about Collie, Erica. It is only a small
town, with one hotel. There are three stores,
two halls, a baker and buteher’s shop; also
& few houses, and there is a post office and
zarage. Have you ever been to the Wol-
lington Caves, Erica? I have never been
through them, but have seen them. Well,

dear Eriea, T shall now sav good-hye, with The Catholic Press,
;‘r“i"e'n 3 'shes to the Page.—From your fond Thursday 12 February
; 1931.

JEAN O'CONXNOR,.
. (I am ;zl:}d to hear from you again, Jean.
Your description of your home town is in.
teresting. What do the people do there, or,
rather, round about Collie? Arc thev
farmers? No, I have mever been to the
Wellington Caves, In fact, I have not secn
them, so that you mre batter off than I am
in that respect. T expect that you are back
#t sehool now., You do mot l;ay whether
‘here are any ehurehes in Collie, whern
You go to hear Holy Mass, or where your

school is. Perhaps you will tell is i
another letter latper ,;n.) P A

For the O’Connors and other Catholic families, Sunday Mass at Collie served as a weekly
anchor and a time of devotion, fellowship, and spiritual renewal. It offered Fred an
opportunity to reaffirm his faith while ensuring his children grew within a strong sense of
religious belonging and tradition. Easter and Christmas held particular significance, drawing
the extended family together in celebrations that deepened both their spiritual lives and
family bonds. Fred and Eileen undoubtedly took great pride in their daughter Jean, who was
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among the eight debutantes chosen from over 200 young women at the 1934 Gilgandra
Catholic Ball, for presentation to Monsignor O’Donnell of the Bathurst Diocese (below).*?

THE DEBUTANTES

LI

crinkle crepe, white velvet cape nnd
silver halo,

Miss Jean Meers (Collic), white
garocain, pink  cont, bouquet of
d silver,

g Deomnelly, white orpan
plvet coat and trimmings.
n West, white French
oat, sequin trimmings
O'Connor  (Collic),
skin, lace pink velvet

pst notably during

ew church at Collie.
panising and

e necessary funds. In
community, Fred
gandra, to welcome

icial opening and

k. Gllgandra Ludies’ Auxil-
¥. Dishop Norton was wel-
med by Father lXmelhalinz,
. F. O’Connor amil Mr. F.

< approcintion
tho interest Ills Lordship
1 taken In the eroction of
b church.
Che Dlshop In hls reply
sratuluted Father Emel-
nz and the people of Collie
the outhusinsm and
prgy thoy had shown onco
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moroe worthy church was
eded. He showed how
ropriante It was to name
b new church Iloly Cross,
every Cathollc church was
n sense a "Holy Cross”
rch, In which the sacri-

p of Mount Calvary {8
petunted In the Mass, This
the first church bullding
which Father Emeclhninz
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Community

Beyond the farm and the church, Fred and Eileen poured a great deal of their energy into
community and civic life. Fred was a strong advocate for the rights of the man on the land,
playing an active role in the Collie Farmers and Settlers” Association and campaigning tirelessly
for a railway through Collie. In 1947, as Vice-President of the Collie Railway League, he
pressed the government to construct the proposed Eumungerie—Collie-Quambone line
without delay. The League urged all district residents to join the movement, arguing that the
railway will serve one of the best farming and grazing areas in the state, and it behoves all to get
behind the movement and speed it up.>* Despite years of determined lobbying, a rail line never
transpired, and Collie remains without a station.

In 1944, Eileen, whose poetry was widely celebrated, compiled, for publication and sale, a
selection of her work, entitled My Garden of Verse, to raise much-needed funds to establish a
Gilgandra District Ambulance Service.® In a second edition of her work published in 1984

(below), the introduction, written by family friend Marion Dormer, noted that:

Many of her poems were written during Mrs O’Connor’s busy years as a housewife and mother. Others
were composed when three of her sons were serving in the Armed Forces. Her courage and maternal
love shine through those written during those anxious years.3¢

THE NEED IS DESPERATE,
SAYS AN AMBULANCE
- SUBSCRIBER

APPEAL FOR DONATIONS

“An ambulance is something Gilgandra lacis and
i derperately in aced of," say. an anoaymous sub-
scriber of £10.

The Commilite of the service again sppeals do
all 1o contribute to this worthy appeal according to
their means,

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 20 April 1944.

Muny appesls Bave beea made in tMe same of charity
and respended ta most genarously by the pesple of Gilgane
dra but in this appes] 1he people wrw arked to dslove
uering—tvr that o the primary function of an

-

It ot ale
roady subicribol should do so immediat
Send in your chequy terday

SUPPORT FROM COLLIE

o indicate the interest dis-
plar H| in all parts os @ dis-
only neeccssary to st
11 to hep he funlk
mude by a resident
Collie distriet. Mrs. Fred
wor, of “Lisfaren,” whose
wlodity s a writer of verse 1=
kiown 'l ovey the State, s
ng pul;lnhud at ler own ex-
jense a beok of her poems and
t:'u. I \\ﬂl be. sold and the en.a:
gs dunated towards 1he
andra District Ambulanes
e, A very generous don
atiep on the part of Mrs, O0'Con-

et

O’Connor, Eileen.
(1984). My Garden of
Verse. Second Edition.
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The first poem in My Garden of Verse is called Jonquils:

JONQUILS

I SMELT the first sweet scent of Spring,
Upon the frosty air,

aise funds for the
rescue after a dray

COLLIE

Duy Correspondent )
0'Connor, of “Balborra’,
as the victim of a very
wte  accident on  Friday
was cartng posts in a
‘0 the horse took fright..
onnor wen: to jump off,
lipped, and he fell under
Is, which passed over his
e was conveyed to hos-
y ambu'ance  Lastest re-
indicate that he is making
Zinctory progress .
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School

Collie Public School, 1927.

Cllie Foblic oo,

The Collie Public School (above) became a key part of Fred and Eileen O’Connor’s lives, as
they actively supported the school and encouraged their children’s academic, cultural, and
sporting development. Eileen’s deep appreciation for learning shaped the family’s
priorities, and, with Fred serving on the Parents and Citizens” Association, both parents
worked determinedly to ensure their children received the best education available in the

district.®

It was no surprise, then, that all their children excelled, finishing at the top or near the top of
their classes, with Keith, Brian, and Max also earning merit awards in the 1936 NSW Health
and Temperance Examinations.*0 41 42 43 44 45 46 To further ensure her children were well-
educated, Eileen employed a tutor to assist with their academic lessons and music tuition.+
The eight children of Fred’s brother Patrick also attended Collie school, and they, too,

performed admirably.

A particular highlight of the school year was the Annual Juvenile Ball, such as the 1931 event
featuring fancy dress and costumes, where even the parents got involved (next page)!
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A Great Success

Many Fancy and Original
Costumes

——

The annual juvenile ball und-
er the control

of the Parents

Hest  pair, under 10 years: Uon
MceNabbh and Valerie Qstler, “Bride
urol Bridegriom.” and Ken McNabb
and  Jessic MeNabb, “Ginger and
Min " divided,

Pest pair over 10 years: Doreen
slevrs and Marie Broply, “Nigger
Ministrel-"

Mast original costume, under 8
=1 Ray MeGrane, “Jockey."
inal girl, over 8 years:

Tty Wardrop, Yale Blues, oo

Jvan Menley, Gipsy
Jean MeMaster, Columibine
Notma Rankmore, Bluebe:l
Vera Rankmore, Playing Cards.
Jeyee Rankmore, Clock
beiesn MeGrane, © lic football cup.
Wty O'Coennor, Fairy
Porn. Hartnett, Butterfly
Evelyn Tink, Welsh Girl
Tat Brophy aml  Kathleen Moore
1o Risking Howd,
Mevvyn Ostler, Depression
Ted Welsl, King Billy,
Irval Meers Peanut Butter
1"tep MeMaster, Shell Benzine
Mick Brophy, Felix
fon (FConnor ad Cedrie Wardrop
ch Laddies
wk O°Comnor, Clown,
al Mcers, Union Benzine
vin Brophy, Sunbeams .
corge Hartnett, Red [ndian
uleolm Tink, Gondolier
rithur Mealey, Clown.
dulic Costumes:—
~ 1. Miller, Superstitious
Elsic Moore upnd E. Welsh,
¢ and Gusasy.
iees  E'vie Moore and  Molly
phy, Go!l ywogs
. Spence, Barber
. Mulhall, Depression
. Greentree. Half and Half
V. Hartnett, Lady
. Sekly, Bulldog
. Ostler, Monkey

specially in athletics,
events were
en and Fred

n hosting inter-

ed its tennis club,
the Collie Public
the children
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SCHOOL TENNIS

Tre Collic Publ'c School has re-
formed its cennis elub for 1933, with
the following officinls:—

President: Don O'Connor,

Vier-Presidents  Betty Wardrop
aud Mek Brophy. =
Reerelary: Fay Welsh,

Treasurer; Lola Greentree.

It is hoped to play matche: with
currounding schoo!s during the sea-
son

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 6 April
1933.

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 15
September 1932.
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ANNUAL SCHOOL PICNIC

The annual school piemic wa: held
«n Saturday last in fine wea her,
when a large attendance of parems
and children thoroughly enjoyed the
various athletic events and games.
tefreshments were laid on in abund-
ance and every child present shared
in he prize winning. The pienic
wis followed by a dance at night,
when the hall wias uncomfortabiy
crowded with dancer:, who enjoyed
v minule of the cvening's on-
tertainment ,

Principal prize winners at the pic-
nic werei—

GIRLS' EVENTS (Chitic School
Chlldrua)
First Class: Joyee Wheatley 1,
lda Rankmorce 2, Pat ¥ Bogic 3,

Sceond and Third Classes:  First
Iout, Valerie Ostler 1, Hilda Bogie
2, Betty O'Connor 3; Sccond Heat.

Zenw Welsh 1, Betty Bogie 2, Jessic
McNubb 3,

Firfth and Sixth Classe : Frmuu
Rankmore 1, Lola Gieontres 2, Jean |
Mealey 3.

Beaten Girls' Race: Joan Meers

!, Norma Rankmore 2, Joyce Rank-
more 3.

ALL COMERS GIRLS' EVENTS

Three and four year olds: Diana
Tink 1, Kathleen Moore 2, Isabiclle
jurton 3.

Five year olds: Pa sy Brophy 1,
Collcen O'Connor 2, Merleen Wil-
son 3.

S year olds: Isabelle Ostler 1,

Deci
Iy 3.
Eight year
Margarct Hughes 2,
Nine year olds:
1. Illva Hannon 2.
Ten year old :

a Sinclair 2, Isabelle
clds: Nelb Wheatley 1,
Lola Monk 3.
Margarct McGrane

Enid Monk 1, Van-
icc Wheatley 2, Tessic MeGrane 3.

Twelve 3(01“ and over:  Alma
Monk 1, Fay Welsh 2, Betty Ward-
rop 3.

Wheat- ‘

Three legged  race:  First heal,
Lola Monk and Nell Wheatley 1,
Elva Hannon and Hilda Bogie 2,

Zena We!sh and Joan Mecrs 3;
ond heat, Betty Wardrop and Jean
Mealey 1, Mary MeGrane and Alma
Monk 2, Lola Greeniree and Val-
O-tler 3.,
Skipping even
Wardiep 1,
Secoml heat,

e
Firsy heat, Betty
Frances Rankmore U;
Norma Rankmoie 1,

Jessie MeNabb 2, Joan Meers 2.
BOYS' EVENTS (School Children)

First Class: Brian O'Connor 1,
Ken Bogie 2, Wally Rankmore and
Bill O'Connor dead-heat 3.

Third Cla s: Kevin Brophy 1,

Charlie Rankmore 2, Don MeNabb 3

Fourth Class: Val Meers 1, Len
Ostler 2, Max O'Connor 3,

Fifth Class; Ken McNabb 1,
0'Connor 2,

Sixth Class: Darval Meers 1, Don
O'Connor 2, Mick Brophy 3.

Beaten boy's race: Mervyn Ostler
1, Owen O'Connor 2, Neville Han-
nan 3.

BOYS' RACE (All Comers)

Five and six year olds: Firs: heat,
Malcolm Tink 1, Keih O'Connor 2,

Jack

Max O-tler 3; Second heat, Ray
McGrane 1, Jack Monk 2, Arthur
Mealey 8.

Three legged race: First heat,

Ken McNabb and Wally Rankmore
1, Max O'Connor and Paddy O'Con-
nor 2, Don McNabb and Kevin Bro-
phy 3; Second heat, Mervyn Ostler
and Don O’Connor 1, Val Meers and
Len Ostler 2, George and Jack O’-
Connor 3,

High jump: Under 10 years, Kevin
Brophy 1, Denis Mcllveen 2, Brian
O'Connor and D. McNabb divided
3; under 13 years: Jack O'Connor 1,
Val Meers, Ken McNabb and L.
Ostier divided 2; over 13 years: Ted
Welsh 1, Don O'Connor 2, Neville
Hannan 3,

COLLIE NEWS
——A——

School Picnic Big Success

(From Our Correspondent)

WEDDING

A guivt wedding was celebrated
i e un Wedpsedny Tust, at the
s of the bride's parents, when
Miss Josephine 0 Connor, daughter
af Mr. amd Mrs, J. O'Connor, was
united in matrimeny o Me, Harvey
"Hars, of Collie. Father Eviston,
af Gilganden, officinted. The many
feiends of the hpqy couple unite
in wishing thom a long and happy
maegied life, The honeymoon i bo-
Ing spent at Alberts, %

PERSONAL

We regret te anrounce that Me.
T. Snowball, who l= an inmate of
o Gilpandra District Hospital, suf-
fering feoim trouble, I8 showing
liale signs of improvement. All Join
in wishing him a specdy cure.

SCHOOL PICNIC

The mnnuel  school pienic took
plice on Saturday Inst in fine wes-
ther, and Prwzd o great wcﬂss-—
both sociaily and financially,
large erowd of ehildren and pare
vnjoyed themselves thoroughly =
all voted the day's gathering a grest
one, A doner was hold at night and
such a largs number attended that
tho hall was overcrowded, Several

eompotitions  were drawn, and the
winnern were; Box of sweels, Mr.
E. Roweliff; Dllr of Incquer boxes,

Me= Kilby., A bax of choee-
Iates, dizposed of on behalf of the
Cath Church  funds, wos also

drawn, and pesulied in a win for
Mr_ Arthur Berpand Moore.

Following are the results of the
athiletic events deeided at the pie-
nigi—

CHOOL GIRLS
Fifth aud Eixth Clamses: Joan
Kilhy 1, Francis Rankmors 2, Fay

Greentree 1,

n urct Roberts 2, Jossie MeNabb

- Concolation Ruee: Jean MeMaster
1, Joan Mewrs 2, Normn Rankmafe

IMSTRICT GIRLS
Under 4 vears: Margaret MeGrane
1, Betty (1'Connor 2, Nell Wheat-
ley &
Under 12 years: Enid Monk 1,
Alva Monk 2, Vaniee Wheatley 2.

Owier 12 yrars: Mary M:Gnnr 1,
ds Vlannor 2, Jeyee Steware and|
Niima Mcliveen dead-heat 3,
TINY TOTS
Patsy Hrophy 1,
Iy Rankmore 3,

Loka Monk |, Teress Mes

-on O'Connoe 3,

Consalation Kace; Hildn Bnpu 1|
Retty Bogic 2, Elva Hannan 3,
Thre-Logeed Race: Heat 1: Mary

Heat 1: Trabelle
W

MeGeane and Fay Welsh |, oan
Kihy nml Frances Rankmore 2.

I f Mealey and  Hetiy
ll.ndmp Ipis Greentree  apd
Alma Monk 2.

SCHOOL BOYS
th anid Seventh Closwes; Ted

« dohn Rankmore 2, Cedric

Vi .
FII‘!'IFl" an: Mick Brophy 1_ Dar-
val Meers 2, n O °Gonnor

Fourth Class: Alan Kilhy l ‘Peter|
Ken McNabb 3

MuMastep
Third (‘!u.-- Max 0 Conr»r 1. Lin
Oetler 2, Val Meers 3.
Second Cluss: Don ;m-q
First Clasp: Brinn 0" nn 1,
Kovin Briphy 2 Norman Wild 3.
Consolation Hace: Jack 0'Conner
1. Mervyn (stler 20 Reg MeMaster

“District Boyu: Frank 0'Connor 1,
Owen O°Connor 2, Pat Colless 3
TINY TOTS

Bil] D'Connor 1. Ron
i rfrnnu 2. Arthur Mealey
Malealm Tink I ‘Keith

Hewt 2
l‘ld]veen 2, Jack Monk 3.
Sark Race: Jack O'Connor 1, Ced-
rig Wardrop 2, Val Meers 2,
reo-Legged e Dn-lnqm 1:
Itan QCmmor and T. Wh
C. Wardrop am! J. Reamkn
‘Division 2 Vul Meers aned Bnln
0'Connor 1, Len Ostler and Ken
MeNabb 2.
ADULT EVENTS
Married Ladies” Race: M. G,
A "}Ll]l! 04 yda) 1, Mrew, P IIuﬂ;

e
75 :'ar-lm
Hl\l

Hingle Ladies” Race,
AMus Edna Roweliff ﬂ:dl
P Wheatley (S:r s) 2, H'
Muoore (scr.

Ladies' T (-L- Legged Haee: Mis
wi B,oand 8, Whe |l',' !. M
E err and D, Mee
uum' Racé: Jue}k " Mealey
Rawcli
i uml lc'm E. Moore 2,

Murried Men's Rice: N. Mellveen
i2pde) 1, G, W, Butiriss (ecr,) 2.

Hingle Men'y iz Az
Stewart (ser) 1, (2
ydv.) 2, Lance Maere 15}’!.!-] a,

rond Jump: A. Stewart

High Jump: E, o

Three-Legged Race (men): B.
Murray J. Whentley 1, J.
Mealey and L. Moora 8,

Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday
14 September 1933.
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SCHOOLS, Larraine Marke  (Chippendals)
1; Una Irvine (Eringanerin) :
Mnry Howard (Biddon) 3.
PICN[C AND Boys under 11 years, 75 yards'
Trank Mulhall (Collic) 1; Ren
Fonton (Collie) 2

SPORTS | cirls under 11 years, 50 yards:

Jutie Malhall (Collie) 1.
Itoys, under 12 vears, 75 yls:

H eI AGS SOF , Lyl Mulhall (Collie) 1.
Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 3 June SIXTH C;E‘;%SL;'SIHOOLS P" ('irla;:ln:"nh-r (1('.(‘:3;%;;5.1‘50 sarl-.
2 o Py : oy e
1943 ("ght)' S H:i‘-’t:?rd (l‘i,ir don)°2: 3\"10 Palmer
(Curban) 3.

Boys under 13 vears, 100 yds
Poss Altmann (Curban) 1: Ross
MeAlary (Chippendale) 2; Colin
0'Connor (Coliie) 8
G.rle undey 13 years, 75 vards:
Moow (Collic) 1: Mawy
i~ (Chippendale) 2 Del-
ill+ (Tooraweenah) 3.

Tioys vnder 14 years, 100 yds:
W Mcl'enna (Teoraweenah) 1:
A Ovenden (Tooraweenah) 2
G:rls under 14 yeors, 75 yards:
orcthy Pegler  (Tooraweenah)

Girls' Skipping Race, under 11
vents, 50 yards: Lovraine Marks
(Chinpendale) 1.

Cl'ls* Skipping Race, under 14
sars, 50 yards: Peggy Moorve
(Tellie) 1: Dorothy Pegler (T
brawcennh) 3:  Joyee Howard
(Biddon) 3.

Reve' Junior Hignh Jump: Rom
mann  (Curban) 1: Rose Me-
vy (Chippendale) 2; (Tolin
Y Canmor (Collie) 3.

Jumior Broad Jump: Tome Alt-
vinn (Curban) 15 T MoAlacw
(Chippendnle) 2; €. O'Connor

s the boys of Fred’s
hurst, along with

ly 1940s, the yearly
rted in The Catholic
es by the older

n, who achieved two
placing first in her

e form in business

as on the sporting
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tield where they particularly excelled. In December 1936, Don and Jack were lauded in the

Gilgandra Weekly for their school achievements in tennis and cricket:

Treasure trophies, in the possession of the O’Connor boys, sons of Mr. and Mrs. F. O’Connor, of
Collie, when they returned home this week from St. Stanislaus College, Bathurst, were three silver
Cups. Don won one cup for the senior tennis championship, and another for the batting average in the
senior College cricket team, whilst Jack won his trophy for the junior boy’s tennis championship. They
have only been attending the College for about four months, their performances are most creditable, and

we extend hearty congratulations.®

Some of the O’Connor boys' sporting highlights at St Stanislaus from this period include:
1936 — Jack O’Connor (junior tennis champion) and Don O’Connor (senior tennis champion
and senior batting award).® 1937 — Jack O’Connor (senior tennis runner-up).” 1938 — Brian
O’Connor (special prize for athletics, juvenile handball champion, and juvenile cricket
award) and Don O’Connor (senior cricket award and senior tennis runner-up).® 1939 — Brian
O’Connor (junior handball champion).® The family photograph (below), taken in 1937,
shows Max, Don, and Jack proudly wearing their St Stanislaus school uniforms.” In April of
the same year, Fred and Eileen made a trip to Bathurst to visit their three boys.” Ian, the
youngest child, who was born in 1939, is also pictured (below) with Eileen in 1941.72

The O’Connor family in
1937.

Back (L-R): Max, Don, Jean,
and Jack.

Middle (L-R): Keith, Terry,
Eileen, Fred, and Brian.

Front (L-R): Colin and Ken.
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Gymkhanas

Gymkhanas became increasingly popular in the Collie district from the mid-1900s onward.
The O’Connors, long devoted to horses for both work, transport, and sport, were naturally
enthusiastic participants. Beyond the competition, gymkhanas served as key fundraising

i e 1946 Collie Gymkhana,

. The O’Connors
(iciating events, Eileen

events {g

e outstanding rider
ation as he picked
at speed and skill
outdone by his older

hto races.”

under 16 yra: Miss
v 1y Miss € Mealey

i e Ken 0
uhill, dend-heat 1.
e Race: Won Jones
e Mr J. Seott 1, =,
Bucket Ruee:  Colin
Miss 8 Pye 2.

and Gallop: M. Baes
;. Seott 1, Colin

: Mr. J. Scott 1, W.

e: M, Boss 1, Colin
1 Mre. R, Jones' l(‘-‘l!ll]

cam 2. i
kes: F. Morgan, |

ira Weekly,

142



Fred’s Balboora 1924-1964

Tennis

During the early 1900s, tennis emerged as one of the most popular and accessible sports
across rural New South Wales, becoming an important social and recreational outlet for
country communities. Requiring little equipment and with clay courts easily established on
farms and in small towns, local tennis clubs flourished, hosting weekend matches, dances,
fundraising events, and inter-town competitions. These gatherings helped ease social
isolation, strengthened district identity, and provided young people with opportunities for

friendship, courtship, physical fitness, and friendly rivalry.

Once the Balboora court (next page) was levelled, clayed, bagged, rolled, and marked, tennis
quickly became a staple of O’Connor family life, with Lisfarran even fielding its own team in
local competitions.” For example, the results from 1934 (below) show the series of games
between Lisfarran and Collie.” The Lisfarran team, comprising the O’Connor, Wheatley,
Chisholm, and Meers families, won the day 10 sets (80 games) to 7 sets (72 games). A
fortnight later, the Lisfarran team tangled with Lynthorpe again at Lisfarran, walking away
with another win.” As soon as they could walk, the O’Connor children had a racquet in their
hands. After proper instruction in the rules and tennis etiquette, they began playing with the
adults and were soon representing Collie in district tennis, starting with the 16-year-old Jean
in 1934. The tennis games of Fred and Eileen O’Connor really hit their straps in 1935, when

they won the coveted Collie American Tournament and a cup donated by Mr Brophy. 77 78

ley and O'Connor, 4/6; Mrs. Green-
tree and Miss R. Moure v Misses J.
O’Connor and D. Meers, 4/6; Miss
— gﬂ Stewart and Mrs. Greentree v
rs. O’ iss i -

(From Our Correspondent) 4/6; O\FE:::WJ;M\I:E::IMO S:';HI'!TI

i " SJLISSES . o Ll .
Moore v Mrs Wheatley and Miss D.
Meers 3/6

TENNIS— Mixed Doubics: A. Stewart and

COLLIE NEWS

-X0X:

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 7 June 1934.

Teums of four paits, representing Mrs. Greentre: v L. Wheatley and

| “Lisfarron” and Collic, met at Col-
il'.- on Sunday last, when a keen and
most enjoyable day's tennis resulted
i a win for “Lisfarron” by threc
sete. Scores are as follows (Collie
| playirs being mentioned first) .—

| Mens Doubles: A. Stewatt and R.
Nimm« v F. 0'Connor and L. Wheat-
ley, 6/1; J. Murray and T. Mecll-
jveen v K, Chiskolm and B. Chis-
(holm, 6/5; J. Murray and A. Stewart
‘\' L. Wheatley and B. Chisholm,
‘0.’2: T. Mcllveen and R, Nimmo v
K. Chisholm and F. O'Connor, G6/4;
A. Stewart and T. Mellveen v K.
Chisholm and L. Wheatley, 4/6.

Ladies Doubles: Misses J. Stewart
and J. McGranc v Mesdames Wheat-"

Mrs Wheatley, 2/6; R. Nimmo and
Miss R. Mo we v F. O'Connor and

Mrs. O'Conner, 0/G: T. Murray
and Miss J. Stewart v B. Chisholm
and Miss D. Mec vs, 6,4: T. Mecll

veen and Miss J. McGrane v K.
Ch’sholm and  Miss . 0*Connor,
V03 AL Stewart and Miss  J, Me-
[il:unu v L. Wheatley and Mise J,
O'Cennor, 6/2; R. Nimmo and Miss
J. Stewart v B, Chisholm and Murs.
0'Conn'v, 2/6; T, Murray and
Miss R. Moore v K. Chisholm and
Mrs. Wheatley, 3/6; T. Mellveen
and Mrs. Greentree v F. 0'Connot
und Mis: Meers, 6/2

“Lisfarron™: 10 sets, 80 games,

Coliic: 7 scts, 72 games
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weekend. Fielding a regular team in Collie, though, proved difficult, causing the Collie

correspondent to The Castlereagh newspaper in 1907 to publicly chide the local men:

I don’t know whether to attribute it to the climate or mere indifference, but the young fellows around
here seem too slow ‘to catch grubs,” as the saying goes. Years ago Collie could boast a good cricket club,
but latterly no club has existed, although at times spasmodic efforts have been made to liven it up. None
of these efforts have received the encouragement they warranted. Now that another season has begun
there seems to be the same exhibition of ‘slows’ or indifference. This seems a pity, for with a little energy
and practice a good club could be got together, which would certainly add to the social life of the town
and district. Now then boys, wake up, and see if you can do something before the cricket season is too

far spent. 7

Onicker,

The Collie and Gilgandra cricket teams
met on tho Iatter's wicket on Saturday last
when the home team scored & decivive
“any. aomne ' —

Collie (1st innings).—0C, Munro, ¢ Mudis,
b Ryan, 12; M. O'Cunnor, b Gibson, 1 ; M
Frudensteio, » Anlezark, b Gibwon, 3; 8, J,
Murray, b Gibeoo, 1 ; E. Backland, b Kerr,
27 W. Curras, not out, 10 ; 8. K. Murray,
b Gibson, 0; P, O'Connor, o Barke, b
Gibson, 0; H. Muarray, b Gibson, 0
Murray, b Burke, 8 ; Alick, b Kerr, 2
su.drios, 24 ; total, 63,

od lonings.—C. Muanro, not out, 7;
Alick, b Madle, 13 ; E. Bockland, b Apls.
mark, 3; 8, Mureay, not out, 0; sundries, b ;
total, two wicketa for 27,

Gilgandrs(lat innings). —Anlezark, ¢ Buck.
land, b8. Maray, 31 ; W, L'ibbits, b Murray,
21 ; B, Gibson, b 8, Marrsy, 1; 1. Bon.
nington, b H. Marray, 3; F. Kerr, b
Frudenstein, 91 ; J. Mudie, b Fradensteio,
1; E Tibbits, run out, 68; B. Fletcher, ¢
Murray, b Frodeostein, 3 ; J. Burke, not
oat, 15; O. Ryyn, e sud b H. Marray, 17 ;
Q. Maguire, ¢ Curran, b H. Marny, 0;
sundries, 7 total, 122.

CRICKET. .

A match was played on Saturday,
2nd instant, between teams represen-
tingg Collie village and Collie sta-
tion shearers. Atter a good pame
the villagers were defeated by 81
runs. Collie in their first essay made
46, of which Fred O*Connor muds 11.
The bowling was done by Noonan
and Wardrop, the former pgetting o
for 12 and the latter 5 for 25. The
shearers made 57, Brown 19, bﬂllf!
the only double fgure scorer. H.
Hedge captured 5 wickets for 17
runs, J. Donnelly 3 for 17, and Sam
Sadler 2 for 6. Collie in their secand
attempt only made 30 (J. Mitchell
11). Noonan and Wardrop npgain
wrought havoe amongst the bats.
men, the latter securing the s';!l.“.
did average of 8 for 13, whilst Noo-
nan ot 1 for 16, The  shearers
made 110 in their second innings
(Brown 18, Noonan 26, J. Wardrop
19, and W. Wardrop 11 not out).
For Collic Donnelly pot 3 for 10,
M, O:Connor 2 for 12, J. Mitchell
2 for 20, S. Sadler 2 for 23, H,
Hodge, 1 for 21.  The shearers were
entertained at dinner at. Humphreys'
Hotel by the local club.

Cobocco.

(Frost ovn CoxnearoNvest.)

Ox Batueday laat the Oollis cricketors met
our local players at Pioe View. The Collie
Iads foll oasy victims to the bowliog of A.
Samuels and I, Meeth, the furmer taking
four wickets for twenty.six, aod the Iatter
five for eight. Collie Latted with ten men
only, Pine View put together 158 ; J
Hope, H. Meeth, T. Connell, L. Tink, and
H. Samuels being the principsl scorers. F,
Samuels had the miafortune to be strock
under the koee with the ball, disabling him
for the day. Followiog ure the scores : —

Collie,.—=8. D, Murray, 2: S, J, Murray,
0 8, Saddler, 0; M, F. Friodenatien, 8 ;
A. Rolomons, 12; M. O'Connor, 06 11
Marray, 3 ; P. O'Connoer, 0 ; 8, K. Murmay,
03 E. H. Crazs, not out, 0 ; byes, 6 ; total,
37

Pine View, —A. Sa.nuels, 0 ; J, llor-. 18,
H. Meoth, 82, retired ; T, Connell, 25 ; F,
Bullock, 6 ; MeFetridge, 0 ; L. Tink, not
oot, 16 ; H. Semuvels, 10; A, MeMillsn, 0
Luke, 0 ; T\ Howard, 0 ; byes, 7} total, 157,

' CRICKET.

l Since my lust Collie has played two
ericket matches with Pine View and
| they stand one about. Collic won the
first by eight wickets, and  lost the
second by 107 cuns,  In the former
H. Meath 18, J. Hope 22, and G,
Sprggins 25, reached double figires
for ﬁne View, and B, Sharpe took
9 wickets for 20 runs, while for Cul
lie . Mills 40 and 17 net ont, and
K. O'Connor 18 did best with  the
bat, and H .Murrav eaptured 10 wie-
kets for 53, G, Mills & gor 3% amd B,
Mitchell 2 for 6. In  the second
mateh G Mills 13, . Morray 16, M,
O'Connor 20, E. Meers 10 and W,
Wardrop 12 reached two figures, the
Dowling of X, Samuels and  E. and
F. Body being  too  pomd  for  the
others,” For Pine View  F. Bullock
30, F. Bady 88, E. Body 20 and .
Melnnes 20 not out stosd out from
the others wha failed to reach double
figures.  For Calie every man bowled
|and nine of them captured a wicket,
(K. Body and F. Bulloek captured the
Collie bowling, and puve a fine dis
|1|al_\" of patience temgpered with hard
[ hitting.

A selection of scores from 1909
and 1910.

Mudgee Guardian and North-
Western Representative,
Thursday, 10 February 1910.

Dubbo Dispatch and Wellington
Independent, Saturday 13
March 1909.

Dubbo Dispatch and Wellington
Independent, Sat, 27 March
1909.

Mudgee Guardian and North-
Western Representative,
Thursday 14 October 1909.
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The rebuke produced swift results. After a fundraising ball on 20 December 1907, a club was
formed, and 15 players, including Patrick and Michael O’Connor, attended the opening
training session. # 8! Cricket quickly became central to the sporting and social life in Collie.
Alongside matches against neighbouring villages, the locals held spirited in-house contests

such as married men against single men, smokers against non-smokers, and shearers against

when Mick
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touched by grief for seasons to come, honouring players such as Collie’s Horace Murray, one

of the fallen, who would never again take to the crease.

nl Al
GRICKT COLLIE NEWS
e e
COLLLE ¢ GILGANDRA CRIOKET,
TE AL Dol Weaptn Ceo L et cAel b = a ——
ing the plwve oluns {0k plice on -
3 i Warsen, 1at Innizga,
Juwteplatonthobleimleigroand, oG oAl WY 5
Vi sl d th g Wi e thay it ey 5
v st J. Perry, v Brophy b M . 0
by XS e wo e st dnnines, Gile H. Green, b McNabb ... oo
s g 3ol 95 Fa 7 winks H, Kengedy, b Mitehell.., o 8
v, whilay 2 II- pat 77 and hod Jost J. E. Perry, b McNabb .., 0
D wickers B 46 fa their seennd ‘J ;‘“E‘J" ’-‘Md:'“’l’ . n%l
tnings when time was edled, The arker, not on 26
Leaina olayed twilva men anide, Fol- g’shm‘;r:n:;'&lf:ﬁ&% 3 gi
lowinag are the detnils :— . Shaw. ¢ Brophy T2
Gulgndra Eirst Lunings N. Perry, ¢ Fonton, b M 74
T. Marchant, b Merrs T | W. O'Neill, b 0'Cenuor.. [}
K Hickmott, b Mours .., .0 Soudriea 2
P. Rose, o MoNbb, b Meera 0 e
2. Marchaot, rov ont ., 4 TM“:I. fax £ ot
E Murchant, ¢and b O'Con: nor... 26 Collie, 1st Innings. i
K N S ekl 7 et o .
k‘ ll:i[.l::::;n: gg‘gli‘:w'" g L. Mellveen, ¢ Smart b l\.uu"cdy 9 Gllgandra weekIYI
) . M. Meers, ¢ K 1§ A 0 H
A G. Rows, b O'Connor.., 1 15.C Droply, e Greon o oo 12 Friday 7 November
€. Hollaod, b MaNubb ... . B A Mills, ¢ Horton T N 1919
E. Horan, b Q'Connor .., . AL D'Guv;nnr. not ont ... o) {1 .
L Tendgt, noc oat D@ EWMipEea &0
L ¢ B 3 Mitchell o Gilgandra Weekl
J. Mitchell, b Horton ... ... 10 g Y,
e T. Bropby, o Kennody ... ."-: F -d 28 N b
T;»'Ell ‘ : 54 T, McNabb, canght oat . (;. riday ovember
Sesond [onioge—3 ic el.l for Sandries ... e e A
95 (A. Naanau 43, 288 26, mﬁ“ - ': 1919.
Mngs oloaed. - Totad .. i ..-100
Collie First Tnnings W 20d T .
L. Byan, 0 T., b G, Marchust ... 3 5 .:r;;. N.hh“m‘ 1
reon, oNabb ... ;
M. Maers, b C. Marohant -+ 8 H Kenuedy, b !icNabb... o
J Mitchell, b Noonan ... 0 J. Perey, b Mills.. 2 |
M. O'Connor, o Hozan, b C. Mur W. Horton, Ton oot e 18
chant e LI é’nk:r. o McNubb, b BLitls ... E
O Chapman, st Rose, b Nootian @ 3¢ Ex Perry, ran out
V. Feoton, ¢ annm'. b Featen O ;‘r ﬁtf"m:g‘:;‘ﬁjﬁl" lsl
A. Mills, b O. Marcbant.,. 22 G. Staw, b Mills 2 .‘I
F. Brophy, ¢ Harao, b Murohant 0 C. Smart, b MeNahb =
J. MoNabb, b Rons & Q  H.ONeill, b Milla 2
Jas, Mitohall, 0 Marchaut, b Rase 33 P. 03’"2‘._'-"! oat o . g:
Boadries ... b i wnidries |
L. Mollvceu, not cut ... 6 Toltal L .T;
Total B . ;—; i Golliv, 2:d hu:m-v: R
Hecond Innings—Nine wickets fir 50 Gounar ebene ... 3
46 (J. Mitehell 13, M. Meers 11). LA W N we )
= - St L Brophy, vet v ; e
Total 21 i

Paddy, Mick, and Fred O’Connor were handy cricketers, but for them the sport took a back
seat during the 1920s and 30s as each raised families and consolidated their farms. The
brothers fostered a love of cricket, which they passed on to their sons, and their sons, and so
on.

The O’Connor name, though, came roaring back to Collie cricket on 11 December 1937 when
the schoolboy powerhouse, Donald O’Connor, the eldest son of Fred and Eileen O’Connor,

was selected to play for Collie against Bundemar. The 17-year-old Don had just arrived home
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with his younger brothers, Jack and Max, for the summer holidays from St Stanislaus’
College, Bathurst. A week earlier, Don had scored 96 for St Stanislaus’ in the Bathurst and
district first-grade competition and was quickly establishing himself as a batsman with
exceptional talent. Don had no hesitation when asked by the Collie skipper to open the
batting, peeling off an impressive 25 runs.” In the remaining two games during his summer
2 Pictured (below) is the

ished near the
re.”* For their

or, aged sixteen
ilgandra Catholic
ow player Mervyn

he journey home, the
r Jack and Max

nnor, the eldest son
or Balladoran, Frank
ince of 6 wickets for
truggles, Jack

b 1938-39 season, at
the Collie eleven, while
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his cousin Frank continued to spearhead Balladoran’s bowling attack. The highlight of Jack’s

season came against Springfield, where he claimed the first four wickets to fall in the innings.

During the 1938-39 season, Collie fielded teams in both the Gilgandra District Competition
and the Lewis Cup challenge competition. Frank’s younger brother Leo also emerged for
Balladoran, while another cousin, George O’Connor, the twenty-year-old son of James
O’Connor, became a regular member of the Collie side. Although Collie forfeited several
district fixtures, the team enjoyed greater success in the Lewis Cup, highlighted by a
blistering innings by Don O’Connor, home from Bathurst for Christmas, who smashed an

unbeaten 126 against Armatree, sending the bowling to all parts of the ground.”

Don played three seasons in the Bathurst and district first-grade competition, where he was a
prolific run-scorer at the top of the order (below) and twice selected for the Bathurst

representative team, which contested NSW Country Week.% 9 100 101

Cklmr A new sel of [ixtures in first grade

comménce to-morrow afterncon and
the best match of the afternoon ap-
prad to be that to be played between
Eglinton and 8t. Stanislaus’ at St

NEW MATCHES Stanislaus *

The college team has not been beu-

] F T — ten this season as yet, but Eglinten
1 falled to get golng In thelr match
n lm Gl’ﬂde against Loco several weeks ago and National Advocate Bathurst,
e were easlly de ed. However, their =
EGLINTON MEET ST. STANISLAUS | nerformance .;:i“mt ‘g” e a| Friday 3 November 1939.
! splendid effort and they measure up
|more than favorably against St
Stanislaus’ in batting and bowling
Don O'Connor. the college star bats-
man. may prove a thorn In the Eglin-
ey ton aide. His century agalnst Orion
Park last .weal.anA _neoved that he |
years [ and are approaching batling in rare form The match will
helr last years batting snd undoubtedly be full of interest

Don joined his brothers Jack and Max for the 1939/40 season. Younger brother Brian
O’Connor also played while he was on summer holiday from St Stanislaus. The Collie team
concentrated on Lewis Cup cricket and had a good season, with the O’Connor boys
dominating most matches. Upon his return, Don immediately knocked Warren all over the

park to retire unbeaten on 103.1°2 He backed this up with 205 not out, again against Warren,
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where he was well supported by Max with 42 not out (below).'® Another classy century, this
time against Kickabil, heralded Don O’Connor as the district's best batsman. %

WARREN
R, Watirs, b Muriay .. cooeee 14
N. Stubbs, run cut .. 4. eees 40
I S:cunders, b B, OConner , 102
N Tolhust, retired .. .. ...
1. Stamm, ¢ Chishelm, b Ostler Iii
A, Cleasby, b Murray .. v o+

1
'
!

i!. Frauciso, b Chishopn ., .. l
A. Creen, sip. OCennur, b
B. Chishelm .. .. e 5L
R. Corficld, not out ,, ., ... 25
J. Pitman, sip, O'Connor, b
Drophy ... . o gAY
K. Cusack, ¢ Olﬂor. h Bm'ph:, . 10
Sundrica ,, , .
Total .. .. e oo 368

Bowling: J. Flynn 0/70 L. Mur
ray 2/85; J. O'Connor 0/14; R.
Jordon 0/48; B, O'Connor 1/51;
B, Chisholm 2/5u; J. Ostler 1/15;
J. Brophy 2/1¢.

|
COLLIE

|
J. Brophy, ¢ Saunders, b Stamm 3
J4. O'Connor, b Stamm ]
D. O'Conner, not out .. .. 204
L. Ostler, b Wat.rs v 20 20aa 19
L. Murray, ¢ Green, b Waters ¢
M. Ostler, ¢ S:amm, b Tolhurst 17
B. Chisholm, sp., Snundns, b
Tolhurst .. .. iee 20
AL O'Connor, rit ou: Ciae e 42
Bundrlsf, [oniits v i e T

i Total, Six wickets for 320
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was promoted and left for Cowra during the war years.!% 1% He and Don were involved in

some remarkable partnerships.

3 O RIVAL CENTURIES Lefare the team w 1 oout for
HONORS EABY W. Stoneman, of Macquarle Rovers, O NI B b SO
A Orwm gune was played ustweon |scored 108 of his team's tatal of fve COLLIE 188 e Clilinlu played nuerr,
Ootia‘aml. dacqvaria Tovers. “Storess [{or 350 agalnst Colle The latter mads nice _‘:“'“"‘ fir Seimol eut.
406, D, O'Connor scoring 104, nils: R —
HACQUARIE ROVERS Colll L (From Our Corresponident) EUMUNGERIE
. Swllivin ¢ Barwlck, 1 0'Connor 19 et — b A. Ragciter, Mhw, b J. O
M. g, ¢ Beoply, b O'Connor ,, 12 |B- Ghishalm, ¢ O. Stonemnn. b | f 2 Conmor e 1
& . o Sullivan .. .. - vo i . i OCTI SR D
D, Farooum, atil b 0"Conner 24 15, oconner, ‘b Sulilvan .. .. 30 The weather W. MeMilan, ¢ and b 5
W. Stonemzn, © Meeps, U 0'Counor 193 |p, o'Connor, st. Harvey, b Sullivan 101 het sl gultyy, O'Connor . .. L1
T, Huryey, o Flyan, b O'Goonor .. 4 |W, Warwiek, ¢ O. Stonemnan, b noon it came ip stormiy A BAL Do, retired .. .. 1030
D, sulllvan, ¢ Flyte, b O'Cennar .. 40 Starr .. . wo e 35| Lime the wight o few qoists of B ER" poay oo, e, 1 Mathers 16
o, hancmnn. ¢ Fiyun, b 0'Conner 0 1. Mcers, low, b D Eullhmn oo oo 10 fell and cooled things down, T. Nangle, b Muthers< 12
B. HMarvey, h Brophy .. ,. .. .. 1y |B- O'Connor, rmout .. .. .. .. 7 Many peonle  of the district L a" LA l“': ;.'“ e o |
3. Quigloy, nwmmMnthu.. 3, (S, ued wro vy fraon the heat, heliday [ R0 NG ]
Ko Btars, not ent ., .. L g{;‘;}w”n’;’f‘m““ . in_en::t' II..-';‘».--«,"}»‘ g X Pottorii e R B =
W, Rarms, 0w b Beect ., .- .. ., 0 M. O'Connor, relired . s eI oo ey Nele 1T Sullivan b 10
‘Bnpdcies . L, , -. 10 T. Barwick, b W, Stoneman .. .. 9 Hanuan was ti ‘I"'“ ¢f an un- N Cueale R
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Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate, Tuesday

12 November 1940.

Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 February

1946.

Don, Jack, Max, and Brian again donned the whites for Collie in the 1940/41 season, and in

their first match against Macquarie Rovers Jack took a remarkable seven wickets opening the

bowling while Don blazed 120 not out to ensure a draw, while in their second match, also

against Macquarie Rovers, Don carved another hundred, while Jack opened the batting and
scored 30 (above left).!?” 18 The following week, against Gilgandra, Jack took three of the first

four wickets, finishing with 4/63. He also opened the batting, scoring 18, while Max did some

lusty hitting at the tail, scoring 22. Don, though, fell for an uncharacteristic duck! Gilgandra

must have thought it was Christmas!'® This innings would be Don’s last for some time as he

had enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). Collie met Gilgandra again on two
occasions in 1940/41, during which Jack scored a tidy 30, and Max scored his first half-
century. 10 111 World War II, though, would bring the season to an early end. Brian also
enlisted in the RAAF, while Jack enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF). Cricket was

in hibernation until the war was over.
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Cricket resumed in Collie on 9 February 1946 (previous page right) when they faced
Eumungerie, with Brian, Jack and the 18-year-old Keith all making contributions in a narrow
win."2 The following week, Fred and Eileen O’Connor, after a lengthy stay in Victoria
visiting their daughter Jean, now Mrs O’Sullivan, were on hand to see Jack, Max, Brian,

Keith, and Ken play for Collie against a team of Challengers. All made handy contributions,

espe also the 16-year-old Ken's
ulargambone in
pck taking four and

atCh.113 114
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As the district’s cricketers geared up for the 1946/47 season, a meeting of delegates from all
teams was held in Gilgandra on 22 October 1946 to reform the Gilgandra and District Cricket
Association. Donald O’Connor represented Collie, and it was resolved that each club would
field first-grade and second-grade teams in the reformed competition." The Collie Cricket
Club met the following week to elect officer bearers and organise a Cricketers Ball to raise
funds for cricket equipment. Fred O’Connor was elected Club Patron, with Messrs H.
O’Hara, J. Cudden, M. Brophy, and D. O’Connor elected as president, vice-president,

secretary, and treasurer, respectively.!1®

The extent and quality of cricket across the district during this time were exceptional, with
over 250 men fighting tooth and nail every Sunday to secure victories for their respective
teams. The 1946/47 season was arguably Collie’s best, as they won both the first and second-
grade titles (previous page).'” ' Don, Jack, Brian, and Keith O’Connor were the backbone of
the first-grade team, while Max and the 17-year-old Ken O’Connor ensured the second-grade
team conquered all. Max had a tremendous season with the bat, so much so that with the
second-grade title in the bag, he was drafted into the first-grade team for their final, and
season-defining match against Balladoran. All available Collie scorecards from the season,

published in the Gilgandra Weekly, appear in Appendix Two.

The following season, Colin O’Connor made his debut in the Collie second-grade team. By
the 1948/49 season, with Jack and Brian concentrating on their farms at Bourke and
Brewarrina respectively, Don, Max, Keith, Ken, and Colin O’Connor formed the core of the
Collie first-grade team. During this season, Don again topped the batting averages with a
high score of 105 and an average of 83, while Brian, who managed a handful of matches,
scored one century, averaging 32 per innings. In the bowling department, Keith topped the
averages, taking 13 wickets at an average of six, while Ken claimed seven wickets at an
average of 14.1° Over the next few seasons, Colin emerged as one of Collie’s best bowlers,
while the two youngest boys, Terry and lan, began hitting their straps in school cricket (next

page), and by 1952, they too were playing senior cricket for Collie.120 121 122

The O’Connors dominated cricket at Collie for the best part of a century, with all of Fred’s
nine boys excelling at the game, primarily Don, who was a prolific run scorer and
accomplished wicketkeeper. His skills were elite, and if not for World War II, which took

four of his prime cricketing years, he might well have played first-class cricket and even
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reached the highest levels. Fred O’Connor was the backbone of Collie cricket. Not only was
he a player from its earliest years, but he also served as the Collie club patron and president.

For many years, he donated a cricket bat as the annual prize for the club’s best sport.123

| CRICKET
—_———

BREELONG DEFEAT
COLLIE

In  the necond prade
mnteh played at Breelong
on Sunday, the home team
defeated Collie hy 140
rins ta 82. Secores:—

Broelong: B, McEwen,
b P. Murray 6. E, McKech
nie, b R. Sherring 10; B.
Davey, stp. E. Roweliffe,
b T Martin 66; B. Dupree
h T. Martin 22; R. Hillyer
» E. Roweliffe, b N. Meal-
e 17 R, Irwin, ¢ 1. O"
Connor, b J. Mealey 9: B.
Thompsan, b T. Martin 5:
B. Long, 'b 1. O'Connor 8,
1. Markey, ¢ E. Rowecliffe,
b 1. O'Connor 6. L. Roach
stp. E. Roweliffe, b R.
Sherring 0; A. Trvin, not
ont - 8. «Sundries 7. Total
149. Bowling: R. Sherring
2/33: P. Murray 1/24; T
| Martin 3/34: I Menley

1/18; I. O'Connor 2/12;
]H Mealey 1/2.

Collie: R. Sherring, b
| B. Dupree 20; P. Murrsy,
ilbw, b B. McEwen 4: T.
0"Oonnor, ¢ R. Hillyer, b
B. Duprve 20; E. Row-
oliffe, ¢ B. Long, b W
Rillyor 0; J. Mealey, ¢ B.
ﬁnnpwn. b R. Hillyer 2,

b B. Dupree 1; I. 0'Con-
nor, not out N- R. Row-
[eliffe, b R. Irvin 8; D.
Mr, ¢ B. Davey, b R.
Hrvin 0: K. Roweliffe, b
IR Trvin 0.
Sundries 4, Total B3.
" Bowling: B. Long 0!l1|
'B. M¢Ewen 1/5; B. Du-
| 4/26: R. Hillyer
VM 2/24: R. Irvin 3/1.

n 1939 again drew the

’s military expansion
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into the Pacific region in 1941. Eight members of the extended O’Connor families enlisted.
Patrick, the youngest son of James and Eliza O’Connor, joined the AIF in 1944 and fought the
Japanese on the island of Bougainville, later dying in 1946 at just 23 years from nephritis
attributed to his wartime service. Owen, eldest son of Patrick and Olive O’Connor, enlisted in
1941 and served as a gunner in the defence of Darwin between 1943 and 1945. His younger
brother, William, enlisted at 18 in 1944 and served at Rabaul, New Guinea, where malaria
abruptly ended his military career. Michael and Kathleen’s eldest son, Frank O’Connor,
enlisted at Gilgandra in May 1940 and served on active duty in New Guinea until his
discharge in 1944, while his younger brother John enlisted in November 1941 and fought

against Japanese forces in New Guinea and Borneo until the war’s end in 1945.

In February 1941, Donald, the twenty-one-year-old eldest son of Fred and Eileen O’Connor,
qualified for entry into the Royal Australian Air Force and was placed on the reserve list.!2* 125
As his father’s indispensable right-hand man at Balboora, though, his labour was vital to the
farm’s operation, a fact Fred strongly emphasised in the employer’s report accompanying

Don’s application.'?® Fred wrote:

Balboora

Collie P.O. NSW

21/1/42

I hereby grant permission to my son D. R. O’Connor to enlist for service with the RAA Force.

He can be spared off the place at present.

Of course if he can be spared I would like to have him home for shearing which is in July-Aug & harvest
which is in November.

Signed

F. O’Connor

Don (next page), described by his Commanding Officer as a sober, honest and respectable
citizen, served with the RAAF until 26 March 1946, mainly at the No 2 Aircraft Depot RAAF
Richmond, as a Leading Aircraftman (LAC).1?”

Jack O’Connor listed his occupation as a shearer, farmer, and grazier when he enlisted as a
reserve at 18 years of age. He received his call-up in December 1941. He served in the AIF
until the end of the war, initially in the 634 Battalion, then in the 6" Australian Motor
Regiment, and subsequently in the 6" Light Horse Regiment. His Commanding Officer
described Jack as a keen student. Mechanically minded — capable. Has ability to improve with
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further experience. Driving, map reading good. Maintenance very good. Note-book fair. March
discipline good. He saw active service, fighting the Japanese in the islands of Morotai,

Indonesia, and Bougainville.'?

(left) and Brian

13 (above). He, too,
g Training in June
p Acting Air Crew.

pmpleted his service

s in World War II,
ing them a taste of
hind welcomed them
bt have been thrilled to
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share their house with such distinguished visitors.'3® By mid-1946, most of the young men

and women of Collie who had served in the war had returned and were formally welcomed

home at a gathering in the Collie Hall, with each presented with a fountain pen and wallet

(below).'3!

Gilgandra Weekly,
Thursday 20 June 1946.

"’-I'ﬂl.-c,-'ma.'-m;s we € made to:
ACW, Jean McMaster; Pte,
Brerhy, Pte M. Bogis, Gnr
" Haseeit, Pip' P Co'less, WO
< B Dempsey, LAC G. Har.i-
U LAT R, Hepdey, Flt. Lt,
D Irving, Dvr 3. M. [rving,
[t G, Kily, LAC A 0, Me-
Cut heon, ol A Mel'veen,
:.;k- M. Mecllveen,” Dvr. M.
G ate, Crafisman J Mealey,
i R B. Mecrs, Dvy V. E.
Meers. Pte W R. Meers, Dvr,
L. Mae Pie R Monk, Dyr H.
Moepk, LAC B. 0‘Connor, LAC
D O‘'Connor, Prte, J O'Connor
Ftr. Lt, J, Perry, LAC G.
Pe rv, Tpr G, Stokes, Pte. B
Schy. F't, Lt, F_ Sproule, Pte.
U Wardrop, Sgt N, Wilson
The f'llowlng were unzble to
attend:— R, G. MeCutcheon,
P MeGrape F. Kilby, L. K.
'F!_ ge kA, FE. Morris, J Meers,
M. Tink, T MeTwewn, P Moore

i

Life at Balboora during the war had been far from easy. With Don, Jack and Brian in service,

the responsibility for the farm fell heavily on Max, Keith and Ken, who worked tirelessly to

support their aging father, Fred, nearly 60 years old by the of the conflict, through shearing,

ploughing, and harvesting. No one, though, felt the strain more keenly than Eileen, whose

poem A Mother’s Creed reveals the quiet courage required of her throughout those anxious

years: 132

I MUST be strong, to hold the torch
Of Faith and Hope on high,
When dark and thunderous clouds of war,

Obscure the sunlit sky.

When trouble wanders o’er the land,
And happy days are fled,

The lights of home must brightly burn,

To show the way ahead.
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I must be strong, my country calls,
In this her hour of need,
I give to her my best, my all,
This is a mother’s creed.
And I must give my gallant sons,
So young and tall and brave,
To guard this jewel of the South

th Light Horse in

enned, in part: 1%
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The foe shall know as they blast and burn,
The strength of their deadly might.

Honour the men of the fighting front,
Where ever the battle leads.

Mid the thunder of guns they carry on,
A pageant of noble deeds. ..
Heroes that do, and dare, and die,
In ghastly enterprise.
Fighting for a victorious peace,
That a better world may rise.

Fred’s Balboora 1924-1964

Fred and Eileen’s Legacy

Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday
13 September 1951.

THE CALL OF THE LAND

Mr. and Mrs. Fred O'Con
nor, of ‘Balborah,’” Collie,
have been taking things easy
in the city of Dubbo for sev-
eral months, where they have
a very fine home. However, the
eall of the bush has been hard
to resist and they have return-
ed to the old home, where Mr
O‘Connor feels that his assist-
ance iz badly needed. Rabhits
have heen breeding wup in
droves in that area, and our
friend recently showed the
young ‘uns how to prepare a
proper driving wing and net-
ted 1100 of the pest. Too
many of our Jocal residents
are forsaking the land for the
city and we are sure the 0"
Connors  will be doubly wel-
come& to Collie distriet fune-
tiong.

In March 1951, Fred and Eileen O’Connor retired to their comfortable Dubbo residence,

where the Collie News section of the Gilgandra Weekly reported that they had been residents in

the district for a great many years and will be greatly missed by their many friends. The best wishes of

the community are extended to them in their new home.'® Their retirement, though, was short-
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lived as Balboora, like all its nearby properties, became overrun with rabbits, which formed
moving carpets at night and devastated paddocks, stripping pastures bare, destroying young
crops, and leaving sheep without feed. Despite extensive trapping, poisoning, warren-
ripping and fumigation, the sheer scale of the plague overwhelmed local efforts, forcing the
shire council and land board to launch coordinated destruction campaigns. Fred and Eileen,
in thea returned to Balboora in

S

rke,

e).136 Frederick’s life
ent while travelling
n the Collie district,
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Fred, with Eileen by his side, had earned a reputation as a skilled and dependable farmer,
guiding both family and property through some of the most difficult decades in rural
history.1%” 138 Despite collapsing wheat and wool prices during the Great Depression and the
devastating droughts of 1930-31 and 1934-36, Fred’s ingenuity distinguished him from
many of his contemporaries. His early adoption of ensilage saved thousands of sheep at a
time when graziers elsewhere were losing stock in large numbers. Careful paddock rotation,
attentive soil management, and his insistence on maintaining strong pasture cover enabled
Balboora to endure while neighbouring farms failed. During the labour-scarce war years of
the 1940s, he and Eileen sustained the farm through resolve and hard work, and by the

1950s, Balboora was widely regarded as a benchmark wheat and sheep enterprise.

Fred & Eileen O’Connor.
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Following the example set by his father, William, and grandfather, Patrick, Fred was
determined that his children would acquire the discipline and practical skills necessary for a
successful life on the land. This inter-generational legacy was strengthened by Fileen's quiet

determination, whose steadfast commitment to a loving, nurturing, and principled home life

proved indispensable. Together, their emphasis on hard work, faith, education, and

> 2d an environment in
shed members of their
uring legacy through
hannon, Bourke,

, Coonamble, Ken at
pllie, and Ian at

en gathered, in song,

The names of the original blocks
later years, the name Lisfarran fell
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7O’'Connor, |. Private Photograph Collection. Balboora.

8 O’'Connor, E. Photograph of old plough, Balboora.

9 O'Connor, |. Private Photograph Collection. Frederick O'Connor and John Brophy - Standing Committee on Public Works.

10 Ensilage is the process of preserving green fodder, such as grasses or crops, by fermenting and storing it in airtight conditions to produce nutrient-rich
silage for livestock feed.

" Daily Express, Wagga Wagga, Saturday 1 February 1930

12 Museums of History, New South Wales NSW. Card Index to publicans’ licences. Hotel - Collie, Collie, Wammerawa.

13 The Great Depression was caused by a worldwide collapse in financial confidence following the 1929 Wall Street stock market crash, which triggered a
chain reaction of bank failures, reduced international trade, and a sharp contraction in global economic activity.

14 A bushel of wheat is a traditional unit of volume used in grain measurement, equal to 60 pounds (27.2 kg) of wheat in standard commercial practice.
15 Boiling down sheep for tallow refers to the process of rendering the carcasses of low-value or starving sheep in large vats to extract their fat, which was
then processed into tallow for use in candles, soap, lubricants, and industrial products.

16 Woodley, P.A. (2021). Community, Class and Place in Dubbo’s Farmlands, 1870-1950. Unpublished PhD Thesis. ANU Open Research Repository.
17 Cannon, M. (1996). The Human Face of the Great Depression. Melbourne University Press, Carlton.

18 Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate, Friday 9 January 1931

19 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 23 January 1930

20 O'Connor, |. Private Photograph Collection. Fred O’Connor and children.

2 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 11 August 1932

2 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 4 July 1935

2 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 26 March 1936

2 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 21 May 1931

5 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 29 January 1931

% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 3 September 1953

2 The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a comprehensive summary of Catholic doctrine that outlines the Church’s teachings on faith, morals,
sacraments, and prayer.

28 Frica was the pen name of Constance Mary Le Plastrier, an Australian schoolteacher, botanist, and writer who contributed to The Catholic Press in
Sydney during the 1930s. Under this pseudonym, she managed the Children’s Page, particularly the popular Erica’s Letter Bag, where she corresponded
with young readers, offering guidance, encouragement, and fostering a sense of community among Catholic children across Australia.

2 Catholic Press, Thursday 12 February 1931

30 Catholic Press, Thursday 27 June 1929

31 Catholic Press, Thursday 12 December 1929

32 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 June 1934

33 Catholic Weekly, Thursday 3 September 1953

3 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 8 May 1947

3 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 20 April 1944

3 O’Connor, Eileen. (1984). My Garden of Verse. Second Edition. Printorana, Dubbo. [Reprinted from the original 1944 Edition]

3 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 12 August 1948

3 Museums of History, New South Wales. NRS-15051-1-8-[453]-2, Collie Public School 1927.

3 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 4 April 1946

4 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 25 March 1937

41 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 4 April 1946

42 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 December 1933

43 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 6 September 1933

44 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 3 December 1936

4 These exams were part of broader moral, social, and hygiene education initiatives, influenced by religious and social reform movements, including the
temperance movement focused on warning children about the dangers of alcohol, tobacco, and other "vices," promoting sobriety and self-control.

4 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 17 December 1936

47 Catholic Press, Thursday 6 February 1930

4 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 11 June 1931

4 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 15 September 1932

%0 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 6 April 1933

5t Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 15 September 1932

%2 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 September 1933

%3 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 3 June 1943

5 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 29 April 1948

% St Stanislaus’ College is a Jesuit school in Bathurst founded by the Vincentian Fathers and Brothers (Patron Saint, St Vincent de Paul) that arrived from
Ireland to administer the college in 1889.

% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 9 December 1937

57 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 10 December 1936

% Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate, Saturday 24 June 1933

% Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 September 1933
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8 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 25 January 1934

8 Unfortunately, the Annual Presentations from St Stanislaus’ Catholic College Bathurst were not widely published after World War II.

62 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 8 February 1940

8 Catholic Press, Thursday 14 December 1933

8 Catholic Press, Thursday 11 December 1941

8 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 10 December 1936

8 Catholic Press, Thursday 31 December 1936

87 National Advocate Bathurst, Monday 6 December 1937

8 Catholic Press, Thursday 22 December 1938

8 Catholic Press, Thursday 30 November 1939

7 Gibbs, M. Private Photograph Collection. O’Connor Family.
™ National Advocate Bathurst, Saturday 17 April 1937
20’'Connor, |. Private Photograph Collection. Eileen and lan.
73 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 5 September 1946

™ O’Connor, |. Private Photograph Collection. Tennis court Balboora, O'Connor and Wheatley families.
™5 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 7 June 1934

™6 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 21 June 1934

7 An American tournament is a round-robin style tennis competition designed to maximize participation and social interaction.

™8 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 29 August 1935
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8 Castlereagh, Friday 22 February 1907

81 Castlereagh, Friday 20 December 1907

8 Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Thursday, 10 February 1910
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8 Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate, Tuesday 24 February 1914
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8 Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 7 November 1919

8 Gilgandra Weekly, Friday 28 November 1919
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9 O'Connor, |. Private Photograph Collection. Collie cricket.
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100 National Advocate (Bathurst), Friday 3 November 1939.

101 New South Wales Country Week was an annual cricket carnival held in Sydney that brought together representative teams from rural and regional

districts to compete in a week-long tournament against one another, and often against Sydney grade sides. It was the most important showcase for country
cricketers in NSW, run by the NSW Cricket Association as a pathway for talented players outside the metropolitan competition to be seen by state selectors.
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14 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 14 March 1940

105 Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Monday 8 February 1937
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123 Gilgandra Weekly, Thursday 16 April 1936
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125 National Archives of Australia, Australian Military Forces. Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Service Record, O’Connor, Donald Ross.
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Australia and overseas.
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Chapter 7

Carrigafoyle Castle 600 - 1700

Carrigafoyle Castle

distinct from the
Gaelic language and
asteries and abbeys,
ring a uniquely Irish
ed, kin-based system
ing the basic unit as
eage. Within each
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ym this group
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Warfare across these communities was an ever-present reality, most often expressed through
cattle raids that served not only as economic contests but also as assertions of power, honour,
and dominance. Warriors travelled lightly and relied on speed and surprise, fighting with
spears, axes, swords, bows, and slings (below).? Raiding warriors often took hostages to
secure alliances or enforce submission. These raids could escalate into wider conflicts when
disputes over succession, honour, or territory drew in rival tiatha, or indeed kingdoms,
creating a landscape in which alliances shifted as readily as hostilities, with survival

dependent upon strength, leadership, and the loyalty of one’s kin.3 ¢

Irish axe men (c. 1100)

External pressures greatly intensified this instability. Viking incursions from the late 700s
introduced new centres of trade and conflict along the coast and rivers, while the Anglo-
Norman invasion from 1169 brought fortified castles, feudal lordships, and a challenge to
Gaelic authority. Yet neither the Vikings nor the Anglo-Normans fully displaced the existing
order; instead, they became part of a complex, evolving social and political mosaic, often
intermarrying with and allying with Gaelic families. All the while, the English Crown
loomed in the background, strongest in The Pale, an area in and around Dublin, but

increasingly determined to control and colonise, ensuring that conflict in Ireland was never
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purely local, but part of a broader struggle for power and sovereignty.5 ¢ 7 It was within this
contested and shifting world that the O’Connor Kerry dynasty emerged, ruled, and declined,
and from whom the Balboora O’Connors descend. Chapter 7 — Carrigafoyle Castle 600—1700

takes a deep dive into the Middle Ages and Early Modern period to explore the emergence of
the Balboora O’Connors.
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people thought to have settled Ireland from the Iberian Peninsula region of modern-day

Spain and Portugal.”

The forebears of the O’Connor Kerry belonged to the Ciarraighe Luachra, an early Gaelic
people active between 400 and 1200 who dominated a region encompassing much of modern
north County Kerry, parts of northwest County Cork, and southwest County Limerick, and

from whom both the kingdom and modern-day County Kerry take their name.? 2!

The Viking Raiders

Viking raiders from modern-day Norway, Denmark, and Sweden began attacking Ireland
from the late 700s. Their incursions, characterised by abrupt and extreme violence with
calculated terror, targeted monasteries, river settlements, and coastal communities, places
both vulnerable and rich with ecclesiastical treasure.?> Longships moved swiftly through
estuaries and inland waterways, especially the River Shannon, allowing raiders to strike
deep into the interior with little warning. They plundered wealth, seized captives, and
burned what they could not carry. Far from being random, these assaults formed part of a
deliberate strategy that enabled rapid attack and equally swift withdrawal before organised
resistance could be mounted (next page).? 2* 5 For those living along the Shannon and its
estuaries, including the forebears of the O’Connor Kerry, the consequences were profound.
The great river, long a lifeline of movement and exchange, became a corridor of exposure
and danger. Raids disrupted settlements and weakened local authority. Yet this same
disruption also created new opportunities. As Viking activity evolved from raiding to

settlement, the waterways that had once carried destruction became conduits of trade.

Limerick emerged as a Viking stronghold and commercial hub, and those Gaelic families
able to command the surrounding river routes, such as the later O’Connor Kerry, were well
placed to engage with, regulate, and ultimately benefit from this changing economic

landscape.

The Irish response to the Viking aggression was neither uniform nor static. Some dynasties
resisted fiercely, while others entered alliances shaped by opportunity and necessity. From
this turbulent environment emerged a new King of Munster, Brian Boru. He was born Brian

mac Cinnéide (Brian, son of Cinnéide [Kennedy], King of Thomond), later assuming the
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name Boru from Béruma, a place near Killaloe, County Clare, from where he took a cattle

tribute from minor clans or septs.? %
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annals is the Annals of Kerry, where, at the Battle of Clontarf, O’Connor, the King of the
Ciarraighe Luachra, fought and died on the side of High King Brian Boru, to be succeeded by
Culuachra Ua Conchobhair (O’Connor of the Luachra).3 3! The next mention is in Chronicon
Scotorum, where Conchubuir, King of Ciarraige Luachra, is killed, as part of an alliance between
Munster and Leinster in a battle against Aed Ua Conchobair (Aed O’Connor), King of

Connacht and the Leinster warriors.3?

Clare
THOMOND, i
enngdy

al g(\msi) Hogan
Brig Osraige
O'Grady % Ti Donough

ra
Limeric P

- ;oo jUE Chonaill G uhm ORMOND
l“rr“lg 1€, ocullﬂn

)

Luachra {  _ _
L.—-\} -

Sl Eoganach ) ‘
o l‘e e vWaterford
L
P et MUNSTER
%S ¢ Kerry ol Mac Carthy \
© \\(\c\‘ f-/l)l SMOND

MacNamara

O'Connor’

“orcu Duibne

0’Phelan

Kingdoms and Septs
of Munster c1100

As mentioned, it is from this same era that hereditary surnames became more firmly
established in Gaelic Ireland, giving rise to the name O Conchobhair Chiarrai (O’Connor
Kerry), by which the dynasty would thereafter be known. Gaelic dynasties in Munster
through the 1000s and 1100s included the O’Brien, the leading family of the Dal gCais and
the kings of Thomond, and the Mac Carthy, rulers of the powerful E6ganacht, and the kings
of Desmond. The O’Connor Kerry lived alongside them and other leading Munster septs, each
embedded within the complex and competitive Gaelic order, such as the O Siiilleabhdin
(O’Sullivan), O Donnchadha (O'Donoghue), O Ceallachdin (O’ Callaghan), O Caointh (O'Keefe),
Mac Conmara (MacNamara), O Grdda (O’Grady), O Cinnéide (O’Kennedy), O Faoldin
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(O'Phelan), O Muircheartaigh (O'Moriarty), O hEidirsceoil (O'Driscoll), O hOgdin (O'Hogan), O
Laoghaire (O'Leary), O Mathghamhna (O’'Mahony), O Donnabhdin (O'Donovan), Donnchadh
(Donough), and O Culedin (O’'Cullen) / O Coiledin (O’ Collins) (previous page).*
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over Cormac Mac Carthy, Turlough O’Connor killed his Desmond hostages and again
brought his fleet down the Shannon in 1124 to invade Munster, this time in alliance with the
Kerry kings. Cormac Mac Carthy immediately repudiated the Kerry kings, including
O’Moriarty, King of the Edganacht Locha Léin; O’Connor, King of the Ciarraighe Luachra; and
O’Shea, King of the Corcu Duibne. The King of Connacht eventually forced Mac Carthy to
submit. In 1127, following an O’Connor Connacht hosting in the town of Cork, regional
kings, including Donough, Mac Carthy, O’'Mahoney, O’'Donoghue, O’Keefe, and O’Connor
Kerry, offered submissions to Turlough O’Connor, which resulted in an agreement that each
king would give the King of Connacht 15 hostages, to ensure compliance, and Munster was
divided between Donough, O’Brien and Mac Carthy. Central to the agreement was the
release of the O’Cullen territory of Connello to O’Brien. This part of the agreement, though,
was an uneasy outcome for Cormac Mac Carthy, who held valued territory and fortifications
at Maigh Tamhnach (Mahoonagh), part of Connello, near modern-day Newcastle, in County

Limerick.

The Slaying of the King of Desmond

The longstanding enmity between the O’Connor Kerry and the Mac Carthy dynasties reached
a violent retribution in 1138, with the Mac Carthy-sponsored killing of Mahon O’Connor. His
son and new King of the O’Connor Kerry, Diarmaid Stigach O Conchobhair (Dermot the cheerful
O’Connor), upon the urgings of the O’Brien of Thomond, slew Cormac Mac Carthaigh, King
of Desmond, while all three were staying at Mac Carthy’s fort in Mahoonagh. The
assassination of Cormac Mac Carthy left the Desmond Mac Carthy kingship reeling for
strong leadership, until his son, Dermot Mac Carthy, became king in 1143. Mac Carthaigh’s

Book recorded the event:

A.D. 1138. Cormac son of Muireadhach Mac Carthaigh, king of the two provinces of Munster, and
defender of all Leath Mogha, the most pious and valorous of men, the best for [bestowing] food and
clothes, was, after building the church of Cormac at Cashel and twelve churches at Lismore,
treacherously killed by Diarmaid Stigach Son of Mathghamhain O Conchobhair Ciarraighe and O
Tailcin, at the instigation of Toirdhealbhach son of Diarmaid O Briain, in his own house at Maigh
Tamhnach.
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The Battle of Moin Mor
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Later in 1151, Mac Carthy’s forces descended upon Kerry, harrying and plundering the land,
only to be met and routed by the O’Connor Kerry, with Mac Carthy suffering heavy losses
near the mountains of Sliabh Mish. This invasion of Kerry stirred Turlough O’Brien into
action. He and his great partner Dermot O’Connor, and the allied septs of Thomond,
including the O’Kennedy and the O’Hogan, assembled a formidable army that gathered at
Mahoonagh, Connello, to prepare for war against Mac Carthy and his Edganacht coalition.
The warriors of Thomond and Kerry razed the countryside as they marched to Cork city,

where they continued to wreak considerable havoc.% 3

Alarmed by the strength of the Thomond and Kerry army, Dermot Mac Carthy avoided
direct engagement and withdrew southward. At the same time, Dermot O’Connor, in a
striking display of ingenuity and warcraft, had some of his warriors transport seven ships
overland from his fortifications at Asdee, launching them upon the O’Moriarty stronghold at
Lough Léin. Lough Léin formed a defensive heartland where cranndgs, high-status
residential fortifications built on small islands, and monastic sites such as Inisfallen,
provided refuge, authority, and control. These island strongholds were integral to the
political and military landscape of Desmond, their security resting on the natural barrier of
water, until Dermot O’Connor, by bringing their ships inland, stripped that advantage away,
subduing the O’Moriarty by both water and land. Heavily defeated, the O’Moriartys, now

MacCarthy allies, fled eastward, giving Dermot O’Connor authority over western Desmond.

It was then that the conflict widened decisively. Seeking to counter the O’'Brien and O’Connor
Kerry aggression, Mac Carthy secured the support of Turlough O’Connor, the King of
Connacht and Dermot Mac Murrough, the King of Leinster, who saw the suppression of
Turlough O’Brien as an opportunity they could not forgo. They advanced their considerable
armies into Desmond from the north. As the forces of Thomond and Kerry withdrew from
Cork, they were pursued from the south by a combined Edganacht force led by Dermot Mac
Carthy, including warriors from the O’Mahony, O'Donoghue, O’Keefe, and O’Moriarty
septs. Fully aware they were under pursuit by Dermot Mac Carthy, Turlough O’'Brien, and
Dermot O’Connor, chose to take their men on an alternate route through the boglands of
Moéin Mor. A blinding mist at Méin Mor shrouded Turlough O’'Brien and Dermot O’Connor,
leaving them unaware of the converging enemy and the catastrophe about to unfold.

Suddenly surrounded by the forces of Mac Carthy of Desmond, reinforced by allies from
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Connacht and Leinster, the men of Thomond and Kerry were overwhelmed and cut down in
one of the bloodiest encounters of the age. The losses were devastating, not only countless
warriors, but dozens of kings, chieftains, and their sons fell, including leading figures of the
O’Dea, O’Kennedy, O'Hogan, and O’Grady septs. Incredibly, Turlough O’Brien and Dermot
O’Connor escaped, shielded by the same heavy mist that helped undo them.¥3 The Annals
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The Anglo-Norman invasion

A painting of the Gaelic Irish in
battle against the Anglo-
Normans by Angus McBride.

Less than two years after the death of Dermot O’Connor, the King of Connacht, Turlough
O’Connor also died, and his son, Rory O’Connor, succeeded him as king. Rory, who had
been by his father’s side for many battles, was eager to ascend to the high kingship of
Ireland. One man standing in his way was Dermot Mac Murrough, the King of Leinster,
whom Rory forced into exile in England in 1166. In exile, Mac Murrough sought the support
of King Henry II and powerful Norman lords, whose forebears, a century earlier, had
conquered England at the Battle of Hastings, to form a coalition to invade Ireland. Mac

Murrough was prepared to do anything to regain the kingship of Leinster and contest the
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high kingship of Ireland. The ensuing Anglo-Norman invasion, beginning in 1169, did
restore Mac Murrough in Leinster but, in doing so, extinguished any realistic prospect of his
attaining the high kingship, as power passed instead to the incoming Norman lords and the

English Crown.
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too were negotiation, intermarriage, and alliance, as the FitzGeralds and FitzMaurices
manoeuvred between service to the English Crown and partnerships with Gaelic kings. The
experiences of the O’Connor Kerry during this period provide a perfect illustration of the

volatile, opportunistic, and ever-shifting nature of power in Munster at the time.

A painting of Shanid Castle
c1780 by Gabriel Beranger.

The ruins of
Shanid Castle.
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In 1261, the Battle of Callan marked a major Gaelic resurgence as the O’Connor Kerry joined
with the O’Sullivans and O’Driscolls to support the Mac Carthys in a decisive victory over
the Anglo-Normans in Desmond, killing John FitzGerald, the Lord of Connello, in the

process. The battle captured in bardic poetry: 5! 52
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Their standing was dramatically enhanced in 1490 when Conchobhar Liath O Conchobhair
O’Connor (Connor the grey O’Connor), drawing on Anglo-Norman building techniques and
with support from their centuries-old ally, the O’Briens of Thomond, constructed Caislein
Charraig an Phoill (Carrigafoyle Castle).> Carrigafoyle Castle was one of the most imposing
fortifications in Ireland at the time, signalling to allies and rivals alike that the O’Connor Kerry

remained a formidable and resilient dynasty.>”

A glimpse inside
Carrigafoyle Castle.

The Gaelic Irish and Anglo-Norman Coalition

By the 1500s, the descendants of the original Anglo-Norman settlers had, in large part,
become indistinguishable from the Gaelic Irish among whom they lived. The Desmond
Geraldines intermarried with Gaelic dynasties, adopted the Irish language, and in many
cases governed according to Brehon law. They came to be known as the Old English
Catholics, a society neither wholly Norman nor wholly Gaelic, but a complex fusion of both,

in which kinship and shared interests increasingly outweighed the legacy of conquest.> %
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To the English Crown, particularly to King Henry VIII of the Tudor dynasty, this
transformation was deeply troubling.® English authority had never extended far beyond The
Pale, and now those who had once served as its agents of conquest appeared to have slipped
beyond its control. Henry’s oft-repeated observation that the Anglo-Normans had become
more Irish than the Irish themselves reflected not only a cultural assimilation but a significant
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readiness in defence of honour and kin, while its gold embellishments suggest nobility and
prestige.

The accompanying motto, nec timeo, nec sperno, I neither fear nor shrink, captures a spirit of
measured resolve, neither intimidated by danger nor careless of it, but steadfast in the face of
challenge. The version of the crest (below right) represents a modern rendering adapted for
commercial use. In contrast, the crest (below left) more closely reflects how such imagery
may have appeared upon the buildings, battlements, and armour of the O’Connor Kerry in
the later Middle Ages.®

The Desmond Rebellions

Elizabeth I was determined to break the power of both the Gaelic Irish and the Old English
Catholics. Her government pursued a policy of centralisation, seeking to impose direct royal
authority across Ireland. This effort combined political control with religious reform, as her
Protestant state attempted to dominate a predominantly Catholic society. Rather than
securing obedience, however, it intensified resistance, drawing Gaelic Irish and Old English
Catholics into a powerful alliance against a common enemy, the English Crown. In Munster,
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the Desmond Geraldines and their Gaelic allies, including the O’Connor Kerry, increasingly

stood in opposition to a regime that viewed their autonomy, alliances, and faith as a threat.*

Unable to accept Elizabeth’s policies, the Desmond Geraldines rose in rebellion in 1569.
Gaelic kings soon joined them, and the Desmond Rebellions were underway. Elizabeth’s
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of Elizabeth I was to cut the heads from bodies of the Irish, regardless of gender, age, rank or
origin, and keep them as trophies of conquest (below).** Among the victims whose severed
heads were displayed at Carrigafoyle and other massacre sites across Kerry and Limerick

were O’Connors and their kin, men who carried the same blood that would later flow

through the Balboora O’Connors.

Cannons firing upon Carrigafoyle Castle in
1580 (above), and a contemporary
photograph of the Carrigafoyle Castle ruins,
showing the impact of the cannon fire (left).

English soldiers
collecting severed
heads during the
Desmond
Rebellions.
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The destruction of Carrigafoyle sent shockwaves across Munster. The apparent invincibility
of the great tower houses was now vulnerable to English cannons. In the weeks that
followed, other Desmond Geraldine strongholds surrendered or were abandoned without
resistance, and the military balance shifted decisively in favour of the English Crown. In
crushing the rebellions, Elizabeth I dismantled the longstanding Gaelic and Old English

Catholi milies such as the O’Connor
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The O’Connor Kerry in Connello

The O’Connor name is not an ancient occupying or leadership sept or clan of Connello. In
the early medieval period, before the arrival of the Vikings, Connello formed part of the
territory of the Ui Chonaill Gabhra, ruled by the O Conaill (O’Connell) kings, from whom
the region takes its name. Alongside them, other Gaelic septs also held influence in the
district, including the O Culedin / O Coiledin (O’Cullen / O’Collins), O Donnabhdin
(O'Donovan), O hAinbhith (O'Hanvy), O Madagdin (O'Madigan), and O Fathaidh (O’Fahy).s5 8
8 By the later Middle Ages, however, the O’Connor name begins to appear with increasing
frequency across Limerick, particularly within the Barony of Connello. As outlined in
Chapter 1 — County Limerick 15841839, this presence is reflected in the 1584 land surveys
undertaken by the English Crown following the Desmond Rebellions.? These surveys,
designed to record and value the confiscated estates of the Desmond Geraldine lords and
their allies, including the O’Connor Kerry, provide one of the earliest clear snapshots of

O’Connor settlement in Connello on the eve of the Munster Plantation.

What drew families of the O’Connor Kerry eastward into Connello?
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For centuries, the O’Connor Kerry had raided into Limerick, and the fertile lands of Connello
would not have gone unnoticed.® In the 1100s, the O’Cullen territory in Connello was taken
by the O’'Brien dynasty as part of a political settlement brokered by the King of Connacht to
resolve rivalry with the Mac Carthys of Desmond over the kingship of Munster. Connello
included valued fortifications at Mahoonagh near modern-day Newcastle town. The

O'Brjg at Mahoonagh in 1138
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The relationship between the O’Connor Kerry and the Desmond Geraldines through the 1500s
was generally very positive, and families of the O’Connor Kerry had very likely settled in
Connello as soldiers, vassals, or retainers within the Desmond Geraldine sphere.” ! Yet the
most decisive movement likely came in the aftermath of the Desmond Rebellions. With the
destruction of their great stronghold at Carrigafoyle Castle and the collapse of the Desmond-
Geraldine resistance in 1583, the O’Connors of Kerry were largely displaced. Many families
fled over the Mullach an Radhairc (Mullaghareirk Mountains), seeking refuge around the
Newcastle area in Connello, shaded green on the map (previous page), an area long familiar
to them through raid, alliance, and story, and one embedded in the deeper folklore of their

past")Z 93

The Munster Plantation

The Munster Plantation between 1586 and 1598 marked a period of profound change, as
lands confiscated from the defeated Desmond Geraldines and their allies, including land
owned and farmed by O’Connors, were surveyed and redistributed to English undertakers,
settlers loyal to the Crown who gave an undertaking to colonise, develop, and secure the
land. They were expected to import English tenants, build fortified houses, establish towns

and agriculture along English lines, and, where possible, exclude the Irish from tenancy.

In Connello, this process significantly disrupted an already layered society of Gaelic Irish
septs and Old English Catholic families, many of whom had long been integrated into the
local landscape through kinship and a shared Catholic identity. Most became tenant farmers,
driven into marginal lands, while the Protestant settlers and new landowners attempted to

impose English systems of law, tenure, and agriculture.

The result was not a clean replacement but a tense and uneven transformation, marked by
cultural dislocation, economic hardship, and persistent resistance, as the Gaelic Irish and Old
English Catholics fought back between 1594 and 1603 to reject a colonial framework imposed
by the English Crown. This period is known as the Nine Years” War. The war, though, brought
renewed devastation to the Barony of Connello as the Catholic Irish resisted English colonial
expansion. English colonisers were attacked or driven out, with the land again subjected to

widespread burning, plunder, and famine. % 5 %
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The Irish Confederate Wars (1641-1652)

The Irish Confederate Wars (1641-1652) were a series of Catholic uprisings seeking to reverse
decades of dispossession and religious discrimination that quickly expanded into a
prolonged and devastating conflict across Ireland. In Munster, and particularly within the
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In the wake of the destruction, resistance persisted in another form. Across rural districts
such as Connello, displaced men took to the woods and mountains, waging guerrilla war
against the occupying forces. These fighters depended upon local communities for shelter
and sustenance, and in turn those communities suffered harsh reprisals, including
imprisonment, execution, and transportation. The distinction between combatant and
civilian blurred, as the war devolved into a struggle for survival amid hunger and
insecurity.'® The most profound transformation, though, followed Cromwell’s reign of
terror. Under the Cromwellian Act of Settlement (1652) and subsequent surveys and land
distributions, Connello emerged within a new colonial order. Leading Catholics were
dispossessed on a vast scale, some transplanted west of the Shannon into Connacht, others
reduced to simple tenancy. At the same time, their lands were granted to Protestant soldiers,

creditors, and settlers.

Historians have argued the
English massacres under
Cromwell, deliberate
devastation of the countryside,
and policies of mass
displacement and
transplantation, amounted to
attempted genocide, given the
scale of death and intent to
obliterate Irish Catholics.

The cumulative effect of the Irish Confederate Wars and the Cromwellian conquest was not
merely defeat. It was a wholesale reordering of society in Connello, embedding a legacy of

dispossession that would endure well into the 1800s.1%

191



Carrigafoyle Castle 600-1700

From the Celebrated to the Vanquished

And so, the once-celebrated Gaelic septs of Munster, among them the O’Connor Kerry, stood
outwardly vanquished, dispossessed of power, their kingships broken, and their lands

passing into the hands of their enemy. Yet defeat did not mean disappearance. Their

bloo ugh generations, even as

ce been their own,

nd an imposed

f submission,
O’Connor Kerry, like
through kinship,

be conquered. The
o burn in the hearts
efiance, in the

in enterprise, and in

rs endures.

status that governed land, rights,
n punitive enforcement.
Hibernica, Longman, Green,

s, reflecting traits such as
me, for example, Domnall Ruadh
ruadh), Duff (from dubh), and Bane
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Appendix One

rederick O’Connor
1886 - 1964)

919 - 1974)
bhn Thomas
921 - 1991)
rederick Maxwell
023 - 1997)
nthony Brian
925 - 2002)
eith Joseph
927 - 1980)
enneth Francis
929 - 1981)
olin Chisholm
931 - 2002)
erence Michael
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Appendix Two

First Grade 1946/1947 Gilgandra and District Cricket Competition

Collie v IOOF
10 November 1946

Collie v Armatree
17 November 1946

IUOF, First Inoings
Alex Holland, 1bw, b K.

Meers ... 8

’ erclunl. c J Ilnn. b
. Meers ...

R. Lﬂun. ¢ K. Hﬂu. b J

Meeors ... Rt - )
Maux Smith, b R. Mun v 20
Juck Wilson, b K. Heeu T )
¢. Giddens, b K. Meers ... Y
Ml'fh! Smith, b K. Meers ... 2

Ted Hollsnd, ¢ ll I{Connur

S- )!
'ﬂ ‘l’ * R. )lun.b l

1
. lhn'hlnt. uol. ont 2
J. Holland, b R, Meers )
Bundries ..o ceineis ane A
Total . 73
Bowling: K. Huu I/R, R.
Meers 7/32; J. Meers 2/13.
COLLIE, First lonings
J Meers, ¢ J. Marchant, b
Merle Smith . . M
H. O'Copmor, ¢ R umn. 'h
Max Smith ... . 2
+K. Meers, ¢ mum. b lu
1
64

‘A, 0. MeCutcheon, not out . 3|

J. Cudden, ¢ J. Marchant, b
Merle Smifh .

k. 0'Connor, not out
Sundries ... .

Five wickets for 19
Inuwgs declared closed.
« Bowling: R.. Lawis 0/19; Ma
Swith 2/76; K. Marchant 0/12
J. Marchant 0/24, J. Holland i /3
Merle Smith 2/12.
100F. 8etond lonings
Max Bmth, ¢ R Muon. b K

Meers 7
J. Marchant ¢ nnd b K. Hurl 17
2

R. Lewis, b J. 0*Connor 2%
A. Holland, lbk, b J. O'Con-

nor ¥
J. \\:Iwn. h . Luddcu |

K. Marchani, b K. Warwick i.tl
Merle Swmith, ¢ R Neer-, b

J. O°Connor ... 2

R. Green, run out . 0|
.' Holland, b K. Warwwk 4
. Giddens, nol out ....... (A |
Ted Holland, b K. Warwick 0
Sundries ... 6
Total ....... Loy

Bowlmg: K. Meers 2/16, R.
Meers 0720, C. Mathes, 0/10, J.
Meers 0713, J. Cudden 1/17, J.
O'Connor 8,17, K. Warwick 3, 6.

DRAWN GAME AT ARMATREE

At Armatree the CUollie eleven
Just failed to clinch victory on lht‘
first innings needing only  eight
suns with three wickets in hand
when tine was sl

ARMATREE

.. Peart, ¢ O'Connor, b K.
Moo i Sl 47

.. Twigg, ¢ O'Connor, b R,
Meers ... i 4
T. Bills, v K., )h.-eru : 6
B. Bifle b K. Meers . 0
N. Law, b J. Meers . 15

Wo. Wyegold, ¢ Waswick, b
Mathe: ... .. 51

K., Zell, ¢ (uc!dl.-n, b \‘v:r-
wick : i 20
AL Barden b It lken T el ]
L. Jack-on, not out . e 18

L. Qumlun ¢ OConnor. b R
S. Hansford, b K., Heen: 1
Sundries . e e 6
Tobul s i 178

Bowling: K. Mc.tra 4,31; R
Meers 3/29; J. Meers 1/33; J.
Cudden 0/ 10; J.. O'Connor 0/26;
C. Mathes | 29; K., Warwick
112, ¢

COLLIE L]
J.. Meers, ¢ Budun h Zell 2
E.. O'Connor, ¢ Zell, b Wyu-

gold .. 26
k.. Meers, not oul. T
D.. O'Connor, ¢ Hamtord. b

BIlle v 3l
A. 0, llccu:clsean. h Juh-

son ... 4
K.. 0'Connor Ibw, b Wyo-golrl 14)
J. O'Connor, b Wyegold . 0
K. Warwick, b Wyegold ......., nl
R.:Meers not out ... ... 20

Fundries ... ... AT |

Tota! seven for ... 171

Bowling. Wyegold 4/60; Zel
1,81; Bl 1022 Jackson 1/8;

W. Law 0/84..

Collie v Macquarie
Rovers
24 November 1946

A GRADE
MACQUARIE ROVERS

H. Blarr, ¢ McGrane, b K

Meers ... 4
R. Phillips, ¢ w:Gnu. -
BICRTE isilie Vinimors, | emmnias []
.. Sullivan, ¢ Urophy, b J..
Meers .o siviien oo 10
W.. Stoneman ¢ and b J.
Meers ... YUy 13
P. Phillips, lbw, b R. Meers 20
R. Phillips, b k. Meers ... 42
K. Starr, ¢ O'Connor, b J.
O'Connor ... 3
J. Quigley, ¢ O'Ccml b .l
0'Connor ........
R. Harvey, c and b J, O'Con—
ROE siviaier wnmn ol |
N.. E:ullnnn. b R Hcm s 2
K.. Sullivan, b R.. Meers . 0
M. Fhillips, not out ... [}
Sundries 4
Total .. 111

Bowling: R. Muu /i
Meers 8/16; J. Meera IIZD J |
O0'Connor 8/18.

COLLIE

J. Cudden, b Stary ....... ... %6
B. 0'Connor lbw, b Phillips .. 67
R. McGrane, b Phillips ....... 9
M. Brophy, ¢ Phillips, b K..
Starr ... . wwins apsieine 11
K. 0’Connor, ¢ Quigley, b R.
Phillips ..
M. McGrane, ¢ Slunem b
Phillips .....
J. 0'Connor,
Quigley .
D. O'Brien, ¢
Quiglyiinlic i Al
R. Mcers, ¢ Phillipa. b I‘
J.. Meers, not out
D.. O'Connor, not out
Sundries ..o e

Total Nine for ... 263

Bowling: K.. Starr 2/36; R.,
Harvey 0/26; Quigley 2/38; P..
Phillips 1/36; R.. Phillips 4/68;
W.. Stoneman 0/20..

Collie v Tooraweenah
1 December 1946

TOORAWEENAH, Tirst Inninge

DL Grocke, stp D. O'Connor,
o b K Meert i ainer * 0
L. Davidson, .c. Mathes, 1. Jut" -

Meers .. v
R, Grocke, b K. Mcerzt .
E:; Dovinn‘ - Waryiek;

. Muthes .
. Varley, b R. Meers .
V. Collets, b I{. .Wa_r\vick e 20
Al MeGill, b K, Warwick ... 11
C. MeWhirter, b K. Meers ., 3
J Balderston, b X \Vnr\\ick L10
w. McKenzie, not out i 2
M. Connors, ¢ J.° Meurs, b K. .

Warwick ; e oo ()

Sundries wonn one 4

SiPabal . 1RR
Bowling: K. Meers 3/33; R,
Mecrs 1/20; J. Meeys 1/20; Q
Mathes 1/380; K. Warwick 4/28.

COLLIB %
B. O'Connor, ¢ Devine, b
VAFIOY oo iren sesvs febusiens &
1 Cudden, & Mcxennn, b R.
GROCKE Lorrnse eejomsits enrens 96
IC. Mcers, 1bw, b Devilie ... 34
J. Mcery, retired sounen winee 80
D. 0'Connoy, rebired ..wr o 062
AL MeCuteheon, not out ... 17
C. Mathes, lbw, b Devine ... 2
K, O'Comnor, not out .. 1
SUndries e oo oo 34
Six wickets for . 236
Bowling: Varley 1/64; Collels
0/14; K. Groeke 1/62; R, Dovine
2/44; MeGIl 0/84; M. Grocke

fitse MoWonnn 0/010
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Collie v Gilgandra
8 December 1946

Collie v Biddon-Bearbong
15 December 1946

Collie vBalladoran
12 January 1947

L
O
g

GILGAND

M

T

Collie v IOOF
19 January 1947
LULLIE
K. Meers, run out 1
Meers, « and b Merle

Smith RT
R 0'Connor, stp. J Wilson,

b K. Wilhiam: 17
[} O'Connoy, ¢ Green, b Me-

Kellar 5 Lt}
K 0O'Connoi, ¢ Wilon, b K

Williams . 23
1. Murray b K. Wilhams i
J. O0'Connor, « Wilson,

William. . ; (3
B Chisholm, !bw, b H Wil

hams 10
R Meers, stp Wilion, b H

Willian: 0
' Mnthes, ¢ Lewiz, b 1 May
| chant ks
'R Monk. not ont 0
| Sundrie. 28
} Total 253
|

Bowling: A.  MeKellar 1 42
Max Smith 018, Merle  Smith
125, K. Williams 4 ‘97, K. Lewis
007, H. Williams 2 34, . Hillyer
o 7, J. Marchant 117

1.0.OF

}-\- Holland, ¢ D, O'Connor,

b R. Meer:- 0
R Lewizs, b R. Meers 2
|, Marchant, b R. Meers 12
J. Wilzon, ¢ B. O‘Connor, b

K. Meers .

H. Williams, b J. O'Conner 21
R. Green, b R. Meers 5
A. MeKellar, b €. Mathes 16
E. Hillver, not out . T
K. Williams, not out | o A2
| Sundries oo e [
Seven wickets for ... 84
Bowling: K. Meers 1/19; R.
Meers 4/13; 1. O'Connor  1/18:
£ Meers 0/18: C. Mathes 1/9.

197



Collie v Armatree
2 February 1947

ez
ARMATREE

Twigg, ¢ J. O'Connor, b

Meers .. .

Barden, b J. O°Connor ... 2%

Bills, how. b J. Meers ..

Peart, b J. O'Connor . 0
Wryegold, Ibw,, b 0O' tlon-

b1 O

inorasz oy &

. . [}

Y <

Zely, b, O'Connor . 2
Billa Ibw, b J. O'Conner W
Fowler, b R Meers 0 29
Peart, b R Meers T
Hhunl(hm not oul |
Sundries bt}
Total . REL]
Tlowling T, Meers 0 24, \

Meers /42, J. O'Connor 520, J

Meer, 2728 C. Mathes 0.
COLLIE

, ¢ Barden, b Wye-

e 21

Hm, b I’vurl HE ]
nov, ¢ Meart, b Fow lor 200
oy ri-lln.ul . 42
iy, b Fow t

onnoer,  « Peart, b

I onnor, ¢ Liaw, b Peart 0
I Chic holin, how. b Wyegold ¥
L. Muriey, ¢ Wyegold, b
Shau pkiin ... n
K. Moreay, o \\)l;nh! b
L A B
¢ Mur! -no\ OOk i = 1)
N 12

, o

-

Bowliug: O Peart 2/40 T.

Zell b 26, W. Wyegold

, K. Hills /2

i, Shanklin 2,21, A
3.

Collie v Tooraweenah
9 February 1947

COLLIE

K. Mecry o Kilfayte, b e 17
A Moo, e gy n, b Varles i
Lo Codden, b N arley 1

L ("Conngr, yetived g
K, O'Connor, ¢ MeGill, b K.
lzon 27
J,uG unuu., c \\ '\t‘.\\ hirter
b MeGill ... a1
B Chisholm, not out .oy o 6
Sundrics AN R

Six wickets for ... 211
towling: J. Varley 2/41, R. De-
vime 015, M. Kilfoyle 027, B
Fyfe 0.9, A, McGill 1731, K.
Lon 255, W, MeKenna 0,1, G.
Crocker 0,
TOORAWE

G. Crocker, b K, Meers ... 19
K, Dwevine, v K. Meers, b J,
Meer: iy
K. |mn |bv« EC M |
AL M
Mee i 17
J. \’urh) ll R Muvra PpTRE X
M. Bulderson, ¢ K. Meers, b
€. Mathes wany A
M. Kilfoyle, b J. O'Connor 16
. MeWhirter, b J, O'Connor 11
€, Yot oy OB e airreeny e
F. Fyfe, lbw, b C. Mnlbm» Tk
W, McKenna, b J, 0'Connor 21
Sundries . .., 13|
Total ... 130

Bowltne: K, Meers 2/14; 1
Meers 1/26, R Meers 2/14, C.
Mathes 2719, J, MConnor 8/18 |
K. 0'Cannor 0/25, K. Warwick

/7.

Collie v Balladoran
16 March 1947

GOOD SCORING
AT COLLIE |

masx

Glllnnt Bid By
Balladoran

At Collie on Sunday the
bome team and Balladoran
*met in & match that decided
the resull of the Gilgandia
and District Cricket Compet.
ition and it proved a filting
final It was voled & grert
match, with the Collic eleven
a little too good on the day,
clinching victary in the last
few minutes of play. H
Balladoran batted first anil ¢omn
piledd the respectable total of 197
. Wheaton and W. Holswieh were
the chief contributors and  they
fisured i u purtnership that odd
el 138 runs, Wheaton's scors was
<7,

K Meore aond Ko O'Conner gave

the  hotae s, n off
with an opw - up of
T, but 1t was e st

five wonutes that  the  vequired
s ware acored:
Neores; —
BALLADORAN
W. Daees, b J. Cudden

W. Holswih b K Meers 1'-‘»‘
W Lindsay, ¢ H. 0'Connor,
h K Merers

' Wheaon, how., b K. Meers  ®7
F. Wheaton, b J  O'Connor 1
R Dawes, Ibw, b J. O'Connar 2
N. Dawes, b €. Mathes T

A Lindsay, ¢ Warrick, b L.
Murray E n
ti. Anderson, ¢ K. O'Connor,
b Muthes 28
K. Richardson, run out "
F. Alchin. not out " y 3
Sundries . 16

Total
Bowling: K. Meers 37 X
Cudden 1 14, Mealoy 0 173

O"Connor 2 Math 31
L. Murray 1 K. Warrick oo,
( Ul.LIl-.

K. Mears, lbw, b Halswich a4

K. O'Counnor, ¢ F. Alchin, b
' Wheaton | 42
B O'Connur, ¢ Richardson, b
Lindsay HIT)
D O'Connor, ¢ Anderson, b
Lindsuy e % 2
1 Cudden. run out oz 7
M. O'Connar, not out . R
J. O'Connor, not aut 24
Sundries ... b 14
Five wicket- for .. {15

Bowling: W. Lindsay 2 71 F.
Wheatan 017, W, Holawich § 53,
P. Wheaton 1 15, W, Dawes 04,
K. Riehurd-on 0 10
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Second Grade 1946/1947 Gilgandra and District Cricket Competition

Collie vIOOF Collie v Balladoran Collie vCurban Collie vCurban
10 November 1946 24 November 1946 15 December 1946 12 January 1947

Collie registered an  outright
win at the expense of 100F se-
cands in the B grade competition
cricket on Sunday. Collic had «
first mnings total of 276, best
wore: bemg I O'Rrien 78, M
O'Connor 4%, 1 Kepny 39, P
Woore 20 P Meer 28 100F
totalled K2 in the first  innings,
of which B ('Neill contributed
W, and 78 an the second. Wickets
were well  distributed  amongst
Collie bowlers
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Collie v Balladoran
2 March 1947

COLLIE BOWLERS
ACCURATE

3 L)

IN MATCH AT
BALLADORAN

And Win Second Grade
Competition

Due mainly to the splendid
performance of the bowlers
Collie second grade cricketers
registered an eight point win
in the match at Balladoran on
Sunday and thus won the
Gilgandra District Second
Grade Crichet Compelition
for the current season.

1. Meers was outstanding, bags
ing two wicketls for three runs in

the first innings, and live wicketx
for seven runs in the  second.
Balladoran could only muster GV
und 37, whereus Collie  compiled
210 for the losi of only  four |
wickels, the innings being  de- |
clared elosed, Opening  bat L.
Murray struck form with the wil-
low, accounting for 93,
Seores -

BALLADORAN, First Inning-
0. Wilson, ¢ I, 0'Connor, b

MeERloy. .k e dsaes H
L. O'Connar, Ibw, b Meuley 11
T. Bellenger, Ibw, b Mealey u
/. Wison b 1. O'Brien 1
R. McLeod, ¢ Murray, b .

O'BYICH ciipipis asnsanse sane 11
I, Holswich, b Meers .o .o 81
1. Wilson, run out ... ... 4

W. Hazelton, ¢ Murray, b P,
MEREE - -t s ssanis s iinss "

. Furness, ¢ K. 0'Connor, b
MUFFBY  iviens saesios sae 8

1. Hazelton, ¢ Meers, b Mur-
G. Alchin, not out e e 0
Sundries ..o v s =
Totul .. . i

Bowling: A. M‘t:ulo'y :tj;’.l. D.
|ll'!lr1'eu 0,59 (L. Murray 2/49, I
Meers 2/,

COLLIE
L. Murray, ¢ and b McLenod 95
M. McGrane, ¢ and b Wilson 7
K. O'Connor, Ibw, h Wilson 13
R. McGrane, ¢ Wilson, b

McLeod ... .o fitey s
A. Mealey, not out ... ... 37
D. O'Brien, nat out ... ... 444
Sundridn ..oiis e see 30

Four wickets for .. 210

Innings declared closed.
Bowling: G. Dellenger 014 L.
0'Connor /34, P. Hoswich 0/45,
P, Wilson 1/22, D. Wilson 1/17,
N. Wilson 0/14, R. McLeod 2/44.
BALLADORAN, Second Innings

D. Wilson, ¢ McGrana

Meers ...

. Wilson, b Meers ... ... 4

M
R. McLeod, ¢ Mealey, b Maers 3
P. Holswich, ¢ O'Connor. b
MUrray ......c connee seenene )
G. Bellenger, Ibw. b Meers .. 0
L. O'Connor, lbw, b Murray 0
I. Hazelton, b Murray ... ... 4
P, Wilson, lbw, b Meers ........ 4
R. Furness, run out ....... "
;. Alchin not out ... gy 5
W. Huzelton, ¢ McGrane, b
Hrophy T
Sundries .. . 2
Total . 37

Bowling: A. Mealey 04, D
O'Brien 076, L. Murray 34, .
Meers 67, M. Brophy 1.7, J
Mealey 0/1.
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